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Officials
want fair
Internet tax

By JoNt HUBRED
STAYY WRITZA
Jjhubrod@oe.homooomm.ned

Farmington Hills city officinla
think {t's tima to take a hard look at
tho “rulos of tho road” for busineas on
the information superhighway,

Citing the need for a level playing
ﬂe!d,anrmingtn‘n Hlll‘n City Coux:cll

PP a
resolution Monday urging the federal
government not to extond a moratori-
um on taxing Internat busincasca.
The Intornet Tax Freedom Act,
possod in 1998, ostablished tho
throe-yoar tax free zone, and now
officials have heard talk about
oxtending the time limit.

Congrossman Joe Knollonberg,
who represents Farmington Hills in
tho 11th District, was “very support-
ivo” of that resclution, nccording to
spokeaman John Akouri. He belioves
it will allow timo to study how Intor-
not busineas affocts Main Stroet
USA.

*Brick and mortar busincases have
been around a long time, somo of
them for centuries,” ho said. “The
Internot hasn't.”

Akouri said Knollenborg plans to
ovaluate tho results of a study to b

Muslc awards: This year's
Detroit Music Awards
attracted national celebri-
ties and honored local
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Comedy written by Debbie
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Evont this weelend: A banner over Grand River Avenue in downtown
Farmington announces the annual Festival of the Arts, beginning
Saturday night at the William Costick Activities Center.

Arts

Bringing them
home ?

B The annual Festival of the Arts begins this
Saturday with a gala kickoff, Activitics con-
tinue throughout the week and during the
following weekend at the William Costick

Activities Center on 11 Mile. :

BY JONI HUBRED
BIAYY WRITZR
JhubredOoshomecomm.net

While somo art festivals draw famous-name paintera or
sculptors, tho Farmington Festival of the Arts brings home
the ity for cultural appreciati

“It brings the arts to a community level,” said Farmington
Hills cultural arts coordinator Nancy Coumoundourous,
“I'hese are the artists who live next door, whose work we don't
always sec.”

The Farmington Community Arta Council will launch its
fifth annunl featival with a gala Saturday night, followed by a
week of activities at the William B, Costick Center, 28600 11
Mile Road in Farmington
Hills, Officials in both Farm-
ington and Farmington Hills
have been extremely support.
ive, Coumoundourous said.

Hills Mayor Nancy Batea
said the city has provided the
use of the Costick Center,
staff time and publicity for
the festival. Cultural arts
activities are supported by
the city's voter-approved
parks and recreation millage.

“It's an entire i
event,” she said. “There's
something for everyone, from
youth to the old.”

Community residents hava built the festival from the firat
ovent in 1995, ns n way to showease the arta,
C d its i ible to esti the number
of hours volunteors spend putting the whole thing together,
Planning for 2001 will begin at the end of this year's festival,
with a wrap-up meeting designed to pick out what worked nnd
whAt AraneT e Ve

Activitics they will evaluato will include concerts, theater,
dance, poetry readings and hands-on cxperionces. Along with
local nrtists’ works, the PTA's “Reflections,” a collection of 70
student art works from across the U.S., will be among the

B ‘R brings the arts
to a community
lovel. Those are the
artists who llve next
door, whose work we
don't always see.’

Nancy
Coumoundourous
—Cultural drts coordinator

exhibita,

More than 20 organizations are expected to participate,

Please sec ARTS, AT

Bidi cigarettes fuel debate, prompt ban

BY TRACEY BREENHAUER
BTAYY WRITKR

They some in fun flavors and sizes,
but bidi cigarettes still can kill.

Bidis (BEE-dees) are small, unfil-
tered cigarettes with flavors such as
chocolate, atrawberry and vanilla, They
sell for $1.50 to $4 for o pack of 20,

"

Ploase see local reacton Ab

cigarettes, are attracting
ica’s youths in droves.

Imported from India and other south-
east Asian countries, bidis are filled
with tobacco flakes, hand rolled with
tendu or temburni leaves and tied with
astring, .

These smokes, shaped curiously like

Special program helps

students

BTAYY WRITIR
tam{ih@oc.homecomm.net

Pupils in Kathleon Sadoway’s first-
grade classroom at Willlam Grace Ele-
mentary School wers stationed at com-
puter terminala along ono wall, busily

d ge of modern technol
and interactive reading materials.
Adrian Williams drow a picture of a
fish on her screen to go along with the
themo of her story about an squarium.

Whatching hor with great attention
was Jonathan, one of eight soveroly
multiply impaired childron who are
enrollod in the program at William
QGraco, The program in honded by
teacher Vitas Underya, Jonathan then
walks over to another terminal, where
Zac Cichon and Danielle Irwin are
elicking their way through an Arthur
the Aardvark story.

Evon though Jonathan is n youngster
with epecinl noeds, ho csuily co-exists
with tho other children, who aro part of
the Farmington district achool’s gener-
al educntion program. It is a scone
ths’d uu; in (thhur clnllm.mu ‘n t!\o

parents and the youngstors thomselves
work hard to break down barriers.

“They accept him,” Sadoway eaid of
Jonathan, *... He's not at tha oxtent of
the other kids, but ho's come a long
‘way. You model what you ace.”

‘... He's not at the extont
of the other kids, but he's
come a long way. You model
what you see.’

Kathleen Sadoway
—Fi nt-ﬂ_mdz teacher

Away from the computer, Jonathan
and Adrian continue their collabora-
tion, this time with a note pad, pencil
and ruler, Jonathan's job is to count
the number of boxes on a plece of paper
and thon total them up, Ho counted up
to 10 and corractly jotted down that
number, with Adrian looking on.

Down the hallway in o third-grade
classroom, reading paraprofeasionnl
Nancy Benglian lends n roundtable dis-
cusaion of the children's book, *Miretta
on tho High Wire,” written by Emily
Arnold McCully, Bénghan asked stu.
dents to discusa the book ns though
they wore in a talk show. One student
would neced to portray the hoat, another
the nuthor, othors the audienco mem-

bora,

Participating in tho discussion was
anothor SXI student, Lisa. She quickly
raised hor hand when Benglian asked
for n volunteer to play the rolo of the

lcaso seo 16

That's why there's support in
Congreas to ban them.

On Feb. 10, Rep. Elton Gallegly, R-
Calif., introduced a bill to prohibit the
importation of bidi cigarettes. Current-
1y, the bill resides in the House Ways
and Means Committee.

Bidis have been making local news
lately. In responsa to Chicago banning
bidia in December, on March 28 the
Warren City Council voted unanimous-
Iy to try banning bidis in that munici-
pality. The council is waiting for ordi-

* nance language from the city attorney’s

FPleaso soc BIDIS, A3
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Helplng: Adrian Williams helps Jonathan with his math.



