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Shamrocks compete at national level

BY PAUL BEAUDRY
STAY? WRITER
pbeaudry@oshomecommnet

: Some athletes just can’t got
enough of their apo

+ Tako Cntholic Central sopho-

more Joy Abshire and sonior
Mitch Han

The high school wreetling soa-
son ended in March, yot the two
have fared protty woll in nation.
al competition since then,

Hancock, a Michigan High
School Athletic Association Divie
sion I champion at 160 pounds in
March, came up with a third-
place finish at the National High
School Scnior‘! Wmltllng C}uun

B __ WRESTLING

were tougher at 1562 than what
they would have heon at 160,
Every wrestler thero was a state
champion or a stats placer. Any
one of tha top four guys could
have won,”

Hancock did pretty well actu-
olly, going 7-1 on the tourney.

is only loss came from eventual
champion and the nation’s sec.
ond-ranked wrastlor, Ryan
Bertin of Cloveland (Ohio) St.
Edward’s in the winner’s brackot
semi-final, 7-4.

'He movud real woll,” said
“I was down 4-8 in the

ty in Pittsburgh late hul: mnnt!x

Abshire, a second team all-
Obaerverland solection at 140
pounds, won four of five matches
at tho Kellogg Scholastic Duals
in Bnttle Creek carlier this
month.
. "I go into ovory tournoy to
win,” said Hancock. "I'm disap-
pointed I didn't win, bt I came
out and wrestled hard, wrestled
well and the only peraon to beat
mo won the whole thing.”

Beforo going into the tournoy,
Hancock was faced with a dilem-

ma.,

" *I would have beon big at 162
or small at 160," said Hancock.
“Unfortunatoly, tho wrestlexs

lhh-d period and I circled, circlod
and then slipped. Ho got me for
a single {point) and I lost all the
momentum. I had to chase him
the rest of the match.’

And it was a long way up in
the consolation bracket as well,
Hancock beat Tyson Springor of
Washington in his first match,
then stopped Nick Rauaenberxer
of New York, 7-2, in the quarter-
ﬁnnll. A 7-3 win over Cnrl

ist in tho 1
lnmmnnla was noxt, then he
faced tho nation's third-ranked
wrestler at 162, Jason Woodnll
of Pittaton, Pa., in the consola.
tion finals,

*And I just went after him,”
Hancock said. “I jumped en him,

5-0, ut the start and kept going. I
wasn't sick Jiko I wae ot tho
state tournoy. I wound up beat-
ing him 12.5.

Hancock wound up being the
highest finishor for Team Michi-
gan and holped the squad to a
sixth.place finish out of 48

teams.

Abshire didn't get to wroatlo
for a national individual titlo
like Hancock.

The sop! homore was a member
of Mlchigunn Groon team that

finished 10th out of 16 teams at
the toam tourney.

*I thought I wrostled protty
good thore,” said Ahshire. *I won
four out of fivo matchea and wo
wnre only together for a coupla of

South Dnkota edged Michigan-
Green for n ninth-place finish,
but Abshira did his part as he
stopped Justin Sisson at 145, 8-8
in an overtimo thriller.

Hao also posted wins againat
Jared Clouze of Ohio-Gold, 8-4,
Josh Felty of Indiana-Gold, 3.2,
a 3-2 win over Brian Wolfe of
Ohio-Navy, before sufforing an

outs in Goodrich and bogan
working with wrostleva and
coachea from around tho state,
auch aa the Green hoad coach
Dave Beasly of Montroso and
Michigan-Blue coach Roy Hall of
Davison.

*“I learned a lot of things from
them,” said Abshire. *“Normally,
wo practice moves and toch-
nique, Thoy showed us ways ta
got into position and how to got
them out of position to take our
shot.”

Neither Hancock nor Abshire
is done with wreatling. Abshire
wants to keop going in scveral
tournaments, including the Iron.
man Tournament in Chio.

Hancock is wreatling with
something outside the mat -
whero to spend timo on tho mat
noxt year. Both Central Michi.
gan pnd Michigan Stato have
offered him full scholarshipa for
next sonson, while Michigan
weighed in just shy of a full ride.
And Bertin, the man who beat
him in Punnaylvnnln hnn nlnu

lut season und promp! '.ly -lod
the ‘teapi‘with 129 pointa-in
ncky' Léo finc

hbsd the' umn onn 18gamo
Enlnt -acoring sireak, and

slgncd with N
% would p end up

bl

11-1 setback against two-time
Colorado champ Jared Deaguero.
“Jt waa a fun time,"” said
Abshire, “Everyone thero was a
sophomore or junior and the
rules wero normal high achool
rulea os opposed to frecstyle.”
Abshire won his spot at try-

at a heavier class than Bortin,

“It’s something 1 have to think
about while I'm on spring
break,” said Hancock, enjoying
his trip in the Florida Panhan-
dle. “Thero's a lot of good offors
on the table and sooner or later £
have to mako a decision.”

Oakland CC wins doubleheader from Mott

- Oakland Community Cul]cxo
won a doublcheader in women's

In ench game, the Lady
Raiders ecored in lator inninga to

softball Thursday from visiting break a firat-inning- tic and

Mott CC, 7-6 and 4-1.

jmprove to 12-5 in the MCCAA

CORRECTION IN TODAY'S MEDIA PLAY FLYER
The CD entliled Joe/My name is Joe Is Incorrectly
sale prlced at $12.99 In today’s Media Play Insert.

The correct sale price is 513.99.

for any inc 3

Eastern Conference.
It was 4-4 after one in the
opener; OCC scored three timea

in the bottom of tho fourth..

Rachol Fuller pitched 6% innings
to get tho win.

LeoAnn Domko went 3-for-4;
Mandie Harrison had two hits.
Both players scored two runs,
Megan Earhart had a double and
throe RBI.

The teams were tied at 1-1

after one in the nightcap. OCC
scored single runs in the fourth,
fifth and sixth innings. Earhart
was the winning pitcher,
Domke, Harrison and Court.
ney Sisk had two hita apjeco;
Domke, Nicole Schulte and Sisk
had one RBI each. Mott made
five errors.
The Lady Raiders are 17-14
overall, Mott is 2-18 in tho con-
ference and 2-26 overall.

. ablé'to ¢roato tho core of a
championship team,” Drago
vaid. “Theso are two quuhty

players who show the deter-
mlnuﬁun. talent and knowl-
um is nmnary to

midﬁeldlr Bllly
Voylu scored threo goals, but
host Detroit Country Day con-
trolled the flow of the game

gn _ar Codmlic Céntral on

* “They :nnm)led the game
*from the first. whistle to the -
" "last,” said OC conch Darren

' Murray. “Wo played amart °
and kept our ponaltics down

" polnts on the season, good fur

- organization. W

. and’came nway with a-15-3 | -
. Laywer added two mhtl‘}or-\

C
‘- and 0-8

via trado from Philadelp
1ate Decembor, Ha lcumd 2
points in cight games with'the’

Rockers before sufforing
ltrul n'nctu in hi l h

Ovumll Sha

10th among Rockera scorern.
Genoral. manager. David)!
Woodrow was Imipy to keep
both playors'in t!

“Thesa two p1nyun will be’
part aof the core n! our seam |
fm(» d¥4ulrs to eoma. W

to three minutes
of tho year. But it was dlm
cult to do anyth[ng wa}m
tham.*

Senior atteck

CC, while goaltendeér B
Fogoros mads 21 saves.
C dropped.to 2-10
n_the Midw
Scholastie I.umua Auoeh 5]
tlon: ..
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