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BY DoUG JOINSON
STOTWRmER
riter Kont Haruf

deacribos Colorado's

Front Range as a “faint
jngged blua lino low on the hori-
zon a hundred miles farther
away” in his recent hest-seller,
Plainsong.

Ho's talking about that firat
glimpse of tho Rocky Mountains
as you come in from the east on
170 or l~ns4 The Front Rango s
the destination that drove Zobu-
lon Pike and inspired America
The Beautiful, Those purple
mountain majesties aro what the
Rocky M in News d ib

rado’

and Colorado Springs Gazette
dotalled, up-to-date Information.

S canyons p

.

if you go
| A great source for information on Colorado is The Colorado Guide
by Bruce Caughey and Dean Winstenloy. ”,
W Four-wheeler guides like Charies Wells' Guida to Colorado Back-
roads and 4-Wheel-Drive Troils offer usoful mops and sound advice.
Also Peter Massey-Jaonne Wilson's 4WD Advonturas-Colorado.
® A November 1996 I18suo of National Geographic has a dotalied
article an the problems and tho lure of Front Range communities.
M Boulder Web sltes Includo www. cl. boulder, co, us/ comm/ 1yi/
Indox Also: www, mio, com/ blc. htmi# Visitor
W The Royal Gorge train number |8 (888) Rolls4U. kit
B The NORAD Web page offers many detalls If you wish to v_lsll:
www. cheyennemountaln. af, mil/ cmoc/ cmoctour, htm t
M The Denvar Post, Rocky Mountaln News, Boulder Dally Camera

all run very good Web sites for

s Colorada's “boon and bane.”

If you haven't visited tho arca
recently, you will be amazed at
the growth. The populations of
about cight Livonias have moved
into thu Denver-Boulder area
ginco 1980, They joke that in 20
years you will be able to walk on
rooftops from Fort Coilins in tho
north to Pueblo in the south.

Even with the populstion
beom it's not hard to find quiet
spots just moments away from
the urban arens,

Take US 285 and drive to the
Pine Junction turnoff, go to
Deckers (it's just o single store,
no gas) and turn cither left or
right and travel nlong the south
fork of the Platte River. As the
crow flies, you arc a few minutes
from Denver. But in locution and
in spirit you are far away,
behind the first wall of the Rock-
ics, traveling along a dirt road,
tho Platte ronring bealde you.
You pass » ranch or two, some
trout fishermen, and o handful
of college kida up for a picnic. At
one polnt the road narrows; tho
river runs deeper because o boul-
der the sizo of a house blocks a
stream. No population boom
here.

It's theso places that draw you
to the mountains, .

If you stay in Boulder to avoid
the traffic and noise of Denver,
it's the jumping off point for
trips up one of several canyons:
Conl Creek up to Nederland;
Boulder Canyon where locals
inner tube, hike and cool off in
the spray from casy-to-reach
Boulder Falls; or up South Saint
Vrain Canyon or Big Th

blocks from downtown you can
hike in trails.

’ 16 spectacul
and famous, In 1978, 139 died
and many were injured in a rain-
induced flash flood. When you
seco tho sheer rock walls and the
river, you'll ece how eight inches
of rain produced the disaster,
Now_signs warn you to scek
higher ground. If you look up,
you'll seo mountain goats, which
is what you would want to be' in
a )

Boulder

Boulder often makes the “best
places to live” top 10 lista, This

< manth, Modern Maturity moga-

zine callad Boulder the best
“cleon and green” city for
retirces, Home of the University
of Colorado and ibe National

No wonder the residents have
bullt a green enclave with open
apaces, spending more than $100
million to gain contral of 30,000

acres, x .
North of Boulder out of Fort
Collins ia Cache la Poudre River,
a designnted Wild and Scesic
River. Tho rocky canyon goes on
for milea and miles doep into the
Front Range. The Forest Service
has been refurbishing th§ extdn-
sive string of picnic arcas, turn-
outs, campgrounds and fishing
bridges along the river. Kayak-
ers enjoy tho whito water, and
trout fishermen haveymasy
choico spots to cast n line.”  *
The canyon ia quict during the
week I’z‘\n gets busy starting Fri-

Center  for horie

Research, ns well as computer .

companies such as IBM, Boulder
is like Ann Arbor. Two-thirds of
the population holds some kind
of coilege degree. ‘Smgll'm; compa-

day Locals like the
Mishiwaka Inn on the Canyon
Highway at supper time, watch-
ing the river for bighorn sheep
looking for fresh water.

Tho Poudre is the last

nies such a3 C
ings Tea make Boulder their
home.

The city’s plan for outdoor
recreation should be the model
for the nation. A local sales tax
has allowed the city to surround
itaelf with hugo tracta of open
space londs that cannot be
touched by developers,

Most people living in Boulder
can look out one of their win-
dows and see the Front Range
and tho low Flatirona. Municipal
water comes from tha city-owned
glacier. Downtown is casy to

hlighted by the tree-

Canyon to Eates Park and Rocky
Mountain Natienal Park just

reach,
lined Pearl Street mall, full of
shops and places to eat. Just

d river along the Front
Rango, hence the bumper stick-
ers: “Don't Damn the Poudre.”
The intense force of the white
water rushing along side the
road for miles can best be felt if
you drive slowly with the win.
dows down. .

South along the front range
many peoplo end up at Colorado
Springs, drawn by Pikes Peak,
the Air Force Academy and sev-
eral other tourist destinations.

Some of the recent changes in
this aren include a new visitor
center at the Garden of the
opened in the mid-Nincties and
the end of tours at Cheyenne
Mountain,

asds bt floe
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AT THE BIRMINGHAM BLOOMFIELD

ART CENTER

TRY OUR SPRING WORKSHOPS AND CLASSES

MAY 8 - JUNE 17

ART HISTORYCLASSES:
- VINCENT VAN GOUGH IN DOWNTOWN DETROIT
- PAUL GAUGUIN IN FRANCE

AND THE SOUTH SEAS
- ART APPRECIATION

- FIGURE DRAWING
- JEWELRY

- INTRO TO OIL PAINTING

- PAINTING PEOPLE

- PAINTING AT CRANBROOK

- PHOTOGRAPHY
- PRINTMAKING
~ SCULPTURE
- STAINED GLASS

- YOUTH PORTFOLIO PREP

WORKSHOPS:
- ARCHIVE WORKSHOP

: - THE BASKET CHALLENGE
: ) “ - WATERCOLOR: LOOSEN UP AND LET IT FLOW

. CALLTO REGISTER NOW!

WWW.BBARTCENTER.ORG

(248)544-0866

BQIRMINGHAM BLOOMFIELD

C STUDIO CLASSES: ‘
R . RT AT THE ZOO FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS
. = AUTO DESIGN FOR GRADES 5-8 & 9-ADULT

- CERAMICS FOR CHILDREN & ADULTS

- EXPERIMENTAL ACRYLIC ’

T
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In the soup: Whitewater

near Canon City,

The government used to take
visitors into the mountain to'sce
tho North American Acroapace
Defense Command (NORAD),
made famous in the movio “War
Games.”

Last April the- Air Force
stopped the tours; you can stilt
hear a holir-long prescntation
given outside the mountain in a
building nearby. “Bricfings” arc
Fridays only; call (719} 474-2238
two months in advance. There
are many rules and regulations,
and you will want to review
them by looking at the NORAD
Web site.

Garden of the Gods

The Garden of the Goda ia the
neatest city pork (it'a owned by
Colorado Springs) in America.
You get a great view of Pikes
Peak from the balcany of the vis-
itors center. Another Front'
Range community, Canon City,
is the setting for a new touriam
venture lnunched last May. For
the first time in almost 36 years,
you can take a train ride into the
Royal Gorge, the 1,000-foat-deep
canyon of the Arkansas River.
- !liding the Canen City and

Royal Gorge Railroad takea
nbout two hours for a round-trp
into the canyon, including a trip
over & hanging bridge that is
accured to the granite walls. The
only other way to see thia scction
of the Front Range is by raft or
koynk on  the churning
Arkansas.-

The other big draw in Canon
City - beaides the 13 correctional
institutiona — is the Royal Gorge
Bridge, whera you can get a view
on a suspension bridge above the
gorge. The bridge, aerial tram,
incline railcars, restaurants and
children’s attractions nre nll part
of n commercial venture, and it
costa to enter the bridge srea;
you can waltk over or go by car.
The view is spectacular and per-
fect, but you will have to decide
whether the admission charges
are worth it, especially for a
large family.

North of Canon City you can
visit Cripple Creek, one of the
towns in the mountains that
offera casinos. The trip to Crip-
ple Creek can be made several
ways, including High Park Road,
a normal route, or up two omi-

ding ronds: P!

rafters tackie the Arkansas River

POOTO BT DOLG Jorm¥aots
in Colorado’s Royal Gorg

Canyon Road, or Shelf Rdad,
Both contain narrow sections of
gravel-only surfaces. Last sum-
mer Shelf Road waa closed,-but
it reopened this spring, accord-
ing to the Canon City Chambet
of Commerce office. :
Check locally to sce if the §
vehicle you are driving and your f
expertise behind the wheel are
sauitable for theso roads.

That’s what it is like up ond ¥
down the Front Range.
Out on the plains, you'll find k¢
more people and a booming ccon- P
omy. A revamped Denver, with
its Historic Lower Downtown §
Districta (LoDo} is bringing peo-
ple back downtown, All Front |8
Range cities atruggle with moro B
and more growth.

But close by - up the trails
and roads aond rivera and
canyons - exists the other Caol-
orado,

Doug Johnason, a Colorade
native, is ¢ retired Livonia teach-
cr who lives with his wife in Ply-
mouth. Their son Tom, a 1988
grad of Plymouth Salem, works
as a research chemist for Amgen,
@ biotech firm in Boulder.
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