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- Missing
python
- found
- dead

BY Tid Burms - : ;
BTAYY WRITIR
000 homecomm.Hot

The cight-foot-long pet python
roperted miesing on April 17 was
found dead on tho side of 176 nbout
a weok lator, nccording to the Farm-
ington Public Safety Department.

But exactly how the 44-year-old
brown and tan roptile mads it from
Farmington to Auburn Hills had
both Public Safoty Director Gary
Goss and Doputy Director Miko Wig-
gins scratching their heads,

According to polico roports, the
owner of the python received an
anonymous telephone call on April
22 that a snnko may have boen
found on the side of the freaway.
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prosented in a special acction

ineide today’s Obsorver. Each  »
year, The Observer pays tribute to
the best young scholars in our public
and private high schools, as selected
by a committee of area principals and
assistant principals from test scorea
and grade-paint averages. These
young scholars share their viaions for
the futuro and pay tributo to thoir
favarite teachors.

Tho 2000 Academic All-Stars are
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“I placed a classi-
fied ad to sell house-
hold goods and I had
great results! I sold
everything.”

w——Kathy G.

Arts gala

BY JoNt HUBRED
STAFF WRITZR
Jhubred@os.homecomm.net

* = *Splendiferous.” -

+|.: . Tho kickeff to this week's Farmi

ing last yoor's o d of 1

Kickoff called
‘splendiferous’

‘With a beaming smile, Farmington Area Festival of
Arts coordinator Paul Barber described Saturday's

ington Area Featival ™
" of the Arts drow more than 200 gmple, casily surpass-
5. C

chair

woman Sara Wnolland believes additional publicity
and a growing reputation have contributed to the

Plonse see related story page A5

, ovent's success.
1t tod

4 dur-

Monday afternoon.

gymnasium.

our expectations,” she
ing an interview at the William B. Costick
Tho centoer haa played host to a varicty of arta dis-
playa and activities throughout the week. Decorations,

- iighting and a festivo atmosphera belicd the fact that
Saturday’s gala was held in a space normally used as o

. “We try very hard to turn a turnip into a rpse,” she
aaid. “That'a why we draped the ceiling with blue and kickoff gala Saturday night

Center
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Shhh: The silent quction draws bids at the

2ty

By TiM 8MITH
BTAYY WHITER
tsmith@oe.homecomm.net

After Farmington City Council mem-

Gene Diachenko of Euko Designa/Signs
concoded the proposal was a bit
grandiose,

“I was asking for the moon and
atars,” sald Diachenko, a aign architoct
for tho Farmington Hills-based compa-
ny. *“I necd to come up with 1

bors Monday night tabled a sign vari. -
ance requeat for South Orchard Mall,

Architect says he asked
for the ‘moon and stars’

H ‘) noed to come up with
something that’s more reak
istic’
] Gene Diachenko
——Euko Designs/signs

Tho total height of the proposed aign
and pole it would be attached to would
not exceed tha.curr:rg 16-foot, 1-Inch,

that'a moro realistic.”

For a while, it oppeared the request
would be defontod nltogether because
council members thought thoe proposal
to ndd about 36 square feot to the oxist-
ing shopping conter sign wns exceasive.

Inatond, the council tabled it, primar-
- {ly bocause council membor Arnold

Campbel) supported Dinchenko coming

back with a acaled-down proposal,

Council member Mary Bush, a Renl.
tor at Cornwell & Bush Associates, the
managoment company for South
Orchard Plaza, abatained from the dis-
cussion and vote,

Diachenko said the varionce is noed-
ed to onlorge the sign so that it include
the shopping center's namo - thus
improving visibility and public aware-
ness of the plaea.

Thoroe would be little difference in

* the listing of plaza businesacs, between
the current and propoaod signs, ho

' epruinod.'; .

in pli wit! city
ordinance, The current allowable
aguare footage for such a sign 1s 81
aquaro feot; the existing sign has 80
aquare feot,

“It's absolutely critical for the pluza
to have the plaza name up thore,” satd
Dlachenko, after the council meeting.
He is contracted by the shopping cen-

ter.

South Orchard Plaza ia on the west
side of Orchard Lake Road, just north
of Shiawassce. Among tenants are
Total Fitnoss and Vitamart.

Campboll suggested to Dinchenko
that business addrosses {23303 to
23339 Orchard Lake) bo added to the
sign, to help customers locato the
shops.

Becnuao the base of the proposed
eign would ba just three feot above the
ground, Campbell also sald a monu-
ment-style base could be incorporated
into the plan,

ewsraoin: 248-477-5450
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Crowd
says no

O The Eleven Pines project
once again draws concern .
from residents who want
no development.”

BY JoNT HUBRED
BTAYF WRITER
Jhubred@oe homecomm.not

It wasn't o public hearing, but of
standing-room-only crowd at Tuecsday’s; .«
Farmington Hilla City Council Eleven®,
Pines atudy scasion still got a chanee
speak their minds, Lo

Mostly, their minds are set on no |
development of the 92-acre property at.,
11 Mile and Halsted, which includes™
about 23 ncres of abandoned landfill.
Officinls first proposed more than 500
housing units, including apartments,
and a nine-hole golf course. Communi-
ty protesta led them to acrap those
plans and start over from scratch,

Residents and council members
scomed capecinlly concerned in light of
a recent home explosion in Rochester
Hills, due to methane'gas build-up
believed to have come from the landfill
over which it was built, .

“I calted Stove (city manager Brock)
after 1 heard about the house blowing
up in Rochester Hills,” said council
member Jerry Ellis. “I was concerned
about houses being too close to the
dump &ite.”

Ho snid Brock assured him the local
landfill was quite differcat becauso it
was about 10 ycars older and had ro
methane leakage now, although seme
waa reported during tests dene in the
19804, Because the landfill has little or
no cover, Department of Environmen-
tal Quality representatives believe all
the methane it may have produced has
dissipated. -

“There oro some clear differoncea
between theirs and ours,” Brock said
Tueadny, “Our tests indicate there is
not any mecthane left.”

Residents say no

While officials spent an hour dis-
cussing what type of development mix
would generate enough income to pay
the $7 million they'll end up investing
in Eleven Pines, residents by and large
favored nothing nt all or only the golf
course.

“Why is there no consideration of no
development?” asked Mary Johnston,
who lives in Springbreok. “Have you
ever tried to get oxygen out of asphalt
or cement walls? Are you even going to
teave Eleven Pines?”

Mayor Nancy Bntes said officials
have to put something on the land te
generate income to cover the $5.5 mil-
lion purchase price, berrowed from tha
city's water fund and $1.5 million in

Plensc sce PINES, AB

v

Redolng:
Danny Yu
stands i
front of his
new :
restau-
rant, Hong
Hua Chi-
nese fDin-
ing, former.
homeof -
Bill

Knapp's on
Orchard

Lake :
Road.

replace Bill Knapp’s

BY TRACY BIRKENIAUER
BTAFY WRITER

Perceiving a dearth of upscale Chi.
nesc restaurants in the area, Danny
Yu capitalized on the opportunity.

The restaurateur is opening Hong
Hun Fino Chinese Dining on Orchard
Lake Road in Farmingtan Hills, in the
former Bill Knapp's near 12 Milo Road.
He and his co-ownors would like to
open later this month,

The upscnle restaurant will special-
ize in seafood, including lobster, Chi-
nese-stylo shrimp and scallops.

“There'a no good Chinesc in Michi-
gan,” said Yu, hollering over the noise

<
b

easo 500 rolated story page

of busy contractors remodeling his lat.
est buainess adventure, “American peo-
ple can't cook good Chinese food.”

Yu moved to Tray from Canada
seven yoars ngo when he opened the
Jumbo Buffet on Maple, near Steven-
son {n Troy. He also co-owns Keung
Kee restaurant in Montreal.

*I love to cat,” snid the alight 38 year
old. *1 like cating very much. That's
why 1 got into the restaurant busi-
ness.”

But tho restaurant busineas is tough,
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