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rmington and Farmington Hﬂls have
long been a hotbed for the arts and arts
organizations,
That's why having an annual Festival of
" the Arts - sponsored by the Farmington Arts
* Council, with help from both citiea - {a such a
% natural for this community.
'; The weeklong celebration, under woy
* through Sunday at the William Costick Activi-
= ties Centar, was kicked off Saturday night
5 with the “Starry Night” gala, designed as an
- = introduction to the week of events, ns well na g
" fund-raiser for the arts in the community.
By all accounts, the evening was a success
with more than 200 guests in attendance.
. Exhibite at the Costick Center made the
evening complete and served as a perfect
. entry to the festival.
. With a week's worth of activities planned at
the center, there’s something for everyone.
The week is designed to not only bring the
arta homo to all of us, but to encourage each of
- us to get involved with the arts and to try our
. hand at any one of the many arts end organi-
;. zations available in this community.
' The cholces are many including jazz by the
high school banda, Farmington Artist Club
' demonstrations, {deas and hands-on experi-
. ence from the garden clubs, pleniats, the
- Farmington Community Library’s Battle of
. the Books, ballet and performances by the
. Farmington Community Chorus and Commu-
nity Band, na well as “Kiss Mo Knte” by the
" renowned Farmington Players,
The week is designed for everyone, You
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Congratulations: Mmzz'
Coumoundourous, Robb Clarkson,
Sara Woollard, Paul Barber, Pam
Schultes, Cheryl True, Marvel Steiger,
and Ellen Kendall (seated) have done a
great job of organizing this year's Fes-
tival of the Arts.
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&rs, Embroiderers Guild end a number of gar-
den cluba. More importantly, being as well
known as Vincent Van Gogh or Van Cliburn is
not, and never has been, a prerequisite for
participation in any of the organizations.

* These organizations also are not fiy-by-
night groups who quickly form on a whim and
dio shortly after. Many are celebrating 20, 30,
and some, 40 years, of activity, And ol o!‘(hu

..don't have to be an artist, professi
byist. You don’t have to be a musician, profes-
sional or hobbyist. You just have to want to
learn about the arts and invelve yourself in
them.

Quite frankly, there's no better place than
the Festival of the Arts to do both, All but ono
of the events ~“Kiss Me Kate" - are free. The
festival organizers haven't forgoticn anyone.

. Opportunities abound for kids, adulte nnd

: senior adulta,

The annual festival not only is a celebration

. of the arts in tho area, but it is a testament.

that indeed Farmington and Farmington Hills

" are rich in o varicty of cultural arts, certainly

1 or hob- are open,
new b Your §i and ent}
is the main prerequisite.

Another clue Lu the lmportnneo oftha nrla
in this is the of

More of the same

Gucst columnist Virginia Nicoll's call for a
national health care program is a call for
higher costs and rationing. In spite of Nicoll's
claim, “tho profit-driven free market” has not
failed to provido quality health care. Rather,
the government has created an environment |
leading to out-of-control costs in several ways.

Fnrst fedeml payroll tux policy encoursges
that leads
lo I’rec market distortions. Consumers of

ded health caro are insulated

arts coordinator, a post now held by Nancy
Coumoundourous, who formerly held a similar
position in Waterford,

This is Coumoundourous’ first festival since
her arrival late last year. Sho and the arts
council are to be commended for their hard
work and dedication. Organizing and making
a weeklong festival a reality is no casy task,

By the looks of it, this years festival will
ngnin be ful. Events and activities are

d to sh the erts and the artista

 more so than a majority of suburban
nities,

The area is resplendent with 20-some active
;. arta argnn]mtlons, including headlinem such
. asthe F'
e ity Chorus, F\ Ployers and
?umﬂnth Com munh.y Band. But them 'y

in this area. They are also designed to entice
guesta into the world of cultural arta,

‘Take the time to stop by the Costick Cen-
tor. We have published a schedule of events
for the family. Take advantage of the possibili-

ties and enjoy!

‘Sanders’ closing marks history

Anns Evunnon, for example, who worked at

slico of Americana — Dotroit-stylo —

;Afmedinm history with 8, y's
losing of the popular Sanders store and

i in the Kendallwood Bhopping Cen-
! ‘ter at 12 Mile and Farmington Road.
' We would be hard pressed to find anyone
- who would be happy to see such an fcon of old
: - Detroit pasa into the ages. To so many adults,
:childhood meant a stop at Sanders after
= 8chool, ofter shopping with mom, or just after
% a bike ride with frienda,
%2 Known for Ite hand-dipped ico ecream and
..dollcioun chocolates, S8anders was such a
.mainstay that as the company's etores have
. .closed — the last one in Detrot in 1986 - dedi-
ted customors have traveled far and wide to
maining opon stores.
Bandors’ employces were just as loyal,

We asked this

q at the L
;11 fastival during *I like drowling *Drewing end *} llke the paint- *1 itke the ple-
 .{ “the *mokeand | plctures ond octivitios ant ' | .Ing, | llke tha tures and how
| take”.work-’ Buft,” * | musio and stutts [ ‘muso. [lkotha | they took tho
N . at” me. paint.
| shops. The kids | . preys suuemayer | . Kency Vontwa Ings 216 niee.r
are Woodcroek X . Rysn Massey .

studonts, -

the F, Hills atoro, stuck with the
company for 40 years, Her carcer started at
tho store that once adorned Nino Mile and
Coolidgo roads.

+Chango is never easy. Especially for adults.
Banders is one of those places that takes us al)
back to what we likely bolieve was o simplor,

quleter time ... when ono acoop of delicious ica

cream dripping with Banders' hot fudge made
the world a wonderful placo.

It is tough to say goodbye to an icon, partic-
ularly ono that warmed the hoart, Likely
nothing will take tho placo of & Sanders, 8it-
ling ut acounterona comfy red swivel staol is

ble for the

But that’s what we have — memorics, And
they last u lifetime.
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from the true costs of their care. Consumers
sea low costs and increase their demand for
services, This increasing demand leads to
increasing costs that are passed along to
employers in the form of higher premjums.
Since consumers never see the increase in
price, demand remains unaffected. Free mar-
kets depend on this feedback to function prop-
erly.

The second way tho government distorts
tha free market is Medicare and Medicald,
Over 40 percent of U.8, health care expendi-
tures are funded by government programs
Jeading to the separation of consumers from
price. In addition, the lack of financial
accountability leads to waate and inefficiency,

Another disturbing aspect of large amounts
of government funding {s an increased politi-
cization of the health care industry, It is nota
coincidence that health care costs, like educa-
tion costs, routinely riso faster than the rato of
inflation, The government's overbesring
involvement is responsibla,

A third reason for high costs are unneces-
snry rcgulntions and lncl‘l‘ldent approval

tica ics are vili-

fi cd for nllcged price gnugﬁng yet governmen-

industry, innovation is stifled and costs spiral,
Frivolous lawsuits lead to rich attorneys while
the rest of us suffer with the increased prices.
But given that the triol lawyer lobby con-
tributes moro money to political campaigna
than any other special interest group, it s
unlikely Congress will shut off this lucrative
pipeline.

AfTordable health care is a pressing concern
for many Americans, but the solution is a
flourishing frec market, The government has
led us to our current problems and continu.
ously demonstrates an inability to selve them.
The last thing we need is more of the seme,

Bteve SButton
Farmington

Insensitive

Your selection of u featured front page story
on Easter Sunday was distusteflul and n
disgrace, How could you possibly choose what
was nothing more than & free advertisement
for a tattoo parlor to run as a front page atory
on any day, let alone on one of the most holy
Christian days of the year?

Obviously, somcone at the Observer
thought this to be more important or news-
worthy than the Jewish celebration of
Pegsover on the prior Thursday or the Christ-
ian celebration of Enster, Then again, perhaps
you felt your readers would be more attracted
to thoe full color photograph that accompanied
the article than they would have been by s
plcture of a local synngogua or church, If so,
the Observer has sunk to now depths of jour-
nalistic insensitivity.

Tom DeWard
Farmington Hills

tal procedures creato an uncertain
environment, Acquiring government approval
for n now drug takes an averago of sovon
years and $250 million, During the entire reg-
ulatory process, the potentis! for fallure is
enormous, Imagino investing $260 million into
a pmdnct that is canceled nnd nover gonornlca
income. R h and d

Another chance

The U.8, government is providing Elian an
opportunity to become reacquainted with

his Dad ond the family he must join. After |
thelr divoreo his mother provided most of the

large sums of money to find pou:ntlnl v:ures for
discascs.

The United Btates leads the world in med-
ical research because of the “profit motive.”
Eliminate thia motive and you turn America
into a follower, Unfortunately, no other coun-
try appears capable of leading because of their
own soclalized health core systoms,

Finally, tho government desperately necds
to implement tort rofnrm By allowing trlnl

love, {ak and direction for Elian; his
home was not with hia father’s new wife and
child,

Elian left Cuba in an unsafe boat unenking
away under tho cover of darkness, He will
probably return in a first class ajreraft, met by
Cuban authorities and TV cameras. It is too
bagd his mother can't be there, but shoe died
taking him away from all this.

Hank Borgman
Farmington
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s, wwe think about community journalism

in a fundamentally different way than our bigger competition. They consider themselves to be

Ing in to write the unusual or

OUR MISHON: "B we publish ity pay
fudepmdzn! from the stories and itl
i ond then dashing off to cover hi

they caver,

else. We regard ourselves as hoth accurate

,Iaurruzllau and ae caring citlzens of the communities where we work."

v

— Philip Poumr




