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POINTS OF VIEW

Educatlon is the best investment state.can make

adxnit it.ma luchr for cere-
monles like weddings and gradua-
tiono. I suppose It's mostly because
the ritual makes concrete and intensi-
‘fies tho emotion of the event.
" 1like university commencements
best of all. I never fail to be moved at
the sight of a young person - often the

first in the entire history of the family ,

- recelving a college degree and thero-
by entering “the cammunﬂy of educat-
‘ed men and women.” The grin of the
‘newly minted graduato turna incan-
‘descont, and nobody minds when the
family's whoops of joy punctuate the
Becorum of the ceremony.
' There wers a lot of grina through-
out Michigan laat weekend, Some-
thing like 45,000 graduates and their
families piled into Michigan Stadium
for the University of Michigan’s cere-
monies, while President Bill Clinton
apoks on Sunday to & packed house at
Eastorn Michigan’s commencement
exercises in Ypsilanti.

Bo when I was invited to say o fow
words at the commencement of the
College of Natura) Resources and the

Environment at U-| M Twas happy to .
put on my academic robe and
alsle to the tuns of Joremi-
ah Clarke's fine air for trumpet.
Sitting on the stago and listening
to the awards being handed out and
the specches being given, I found
myself reflecting on what is really
going on at tha core of this gigantic
hi

en that takes adol

school graduates and aver four years
or sa turns them Into educated men
and women,

I had no idea what would becomo of
the kids sitting before me, only partly
solemn in their black robes, some
with flowers atuck to their academic
hats, Some would become landscape
architects, whils others would chal-
lenge the cnptainl of' kuluatry s lend-

to cach graduate - value for society,
value for the graduate - by the uni-
versity experience is perfectly enor-
mous.

The dry data in the Digest of Edu-
cation Statistics sum up the value
sdded In cold, hard cash,

In 1897 (the last year for which

ers of the envir

Some might not even have a career in
natural resources; thoy might go off to
law school or becomo teachers,

But cach would have roceived
while at the university an enormous
injection of what might be called
“human capital,” And the value added

istics are available), men with
less than a ninth-grade education
earn on the average $19,291 per year.
Average annual carnings for male
high school graduates riso to $31,218,
But the average DA graduate earned
$48,616.

‘The earnings gains are even more

remarkable as the years of invest-
ment in humas capital increase. At
the mnster's level, avernge eamings
jump to $61,061, while those who go
on to a professional degreo carn an
average of $85,011.

I'm not certain measuring human
worth in dollars and cents is the best
waya of deoing it, but the facts possess
a certain uohdny Investing in humnn

threats to the institution, the most
dangerous coms from within, Not the
least among them is tho smugneas - |
that bellcves the institution‘s valus is ~
80 self-evident that it no longer needs .
explanation, its mission so manifest .
that it no longer requires definjtion @
and articulation.” v
It's no Joss of dignity for univenity 4
id to point out that thelr  =* ¢

capital th h college pay’
off better than any other investment l
can think of,

Those in Lansing who preside over
the allocation of taxpaycr dollars
might bear this fact in miad, especial-
1y when they consider the trade-off
between appropriating money to edu-
cate young people nt Michigan univer-
sities and warchousing criminals in
prisona.

In my experiencs, universities don't
make this point very well when they
Jobby the legislature at appropria-

Kmdwdunl add more value than Anx
other. And it'a hardly crass to point

out that a dollar spent in developing . .
young minds pays off better than any. .
other investment that the state can
conceivably make,

Phil Power is chairman of Home.
Town Communications Network Inc.,
the company that owna this newspa- - -
per and served as a regent of the Uni- ¢
versity of Michigan from 1987 to 1898.

tions time. A, Bertlett G i, the
former president of Yale, understood
tho issuc when he wrote in his book,
A Free and Ordered Place: “Of all the

He welt your either by
voice mail at (734) 953-2047, Ext.
1880, or by e-mail at ppower@
homecomm. net

Academic All-Stars are best of present, promise of future;zé

ey seem flush with op

Fontenl 1,

They’ve.come of age in & time of

unprecedented prosperity and
technological advancement, and when
they look into the future they sce
their generation continuing
mankind’s march against poverty,
despair, discase and ignorance.

They are The Observer's Academic
All-Stars and they have every right to
believe that they and their contempo-
raries will make a better world and
build on the wonders that have so
recently tranaformed our lives,

In today’s Obsorver we present
these wonderfu! young adults and
‘honor their hard work, their idoalism,
their intellectual curiosity, their sta-
mina and, yes, their optimism. The
Academic All-Stars are ths best of the
‘present and the promise of the future,
and that's why it has become 8o
important to The Chsgrver that we
take time to call attention to theso
young people, who sometimes in the
pecking order of high achool secioty
‘take a back seat to the athletes,

. We underatand that. We also honor
‘the athletes for their hard work and

FOIC

and grace. And, ns
you’ll seo when reading about lhew
young people, many of them are both

and kworma and
social butterflies, artists end mathe-
maticians.

In fact, their long lists of school
and civic ectivities suggest how rich,
varied and complicated their lives
aiready are, Thelr activitics also sug-
geat what kind of intelligent, active,
productive citizens they will become,

{ HUGH GALLAGHER |

thefr mark, This question gives some

. insight into what matters to s young

scholar and helps to explain how opti-
mism grows under the right condj-
tions,

Paul Schultz of Catholic Central
writes of English teacher and track
coach Gene Grewe: “In my mind, Mr.
Grewe is what a tencher is supposed
to be: supremely educated, thoroughly
prep d, always ibl and hav-

ing a genuine care for the education
and welfare of his students,”

Protty good definition and one,
echoed in the praise of other teachera,

Michac] Levy of North Farmington
High 8chool writes of his computer
aided design teacher Bruce Sutton:
“He helped me move away from the *

When the young people featured on  Livonia Churchill, Nicholas Demek of
our cover arrived to have their picture Livenia Stevenson, Sarah Ernst of
taken, their conversation included Mercy High School, Timothy Bodnar -
discussion of soms really noat bocks  of Plymouth-Salem, Ryan King of Ply-
they had been reading, recont math - mouth-Salem, Marya Link of Farm-
competitions and plans for college. ington High, Alexis A. Black of
They were uniformly warm, enthusi Cl ville, Roes Ian MacKenzj
astic and willing to share, Moertina Moro of Wayne Mi ia)

‘Tho All Stara are Paul Schultz of ., S Christing Chan of Plymouth-Canton,
Catholic Central, Teresa Ellzaboth’ Eva-Marle David of Mercy and Joseph
Elsoy of Parmington Harrison, Danlel ~ Colombo of Radford Thurston.

Freeman of North Farmington,
Michael Levy of North Farmingtan,
Laura Portwood-Stacer of Livonia
Churchill, Luke Williams of Ply-
mouth-Canton, Jeffrey Grosaman of
Farmington Harrison, Qian Zhang of
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Much of the credit for these young
people belonga to their parents, of
course, but alse to the many teachers
who have inspired them. Each year
wae ask the All-Stars to tell us about
some of the teachers who have left

thinking of right and wrong

that I developed in early education
and showed me that there are many
waya to solve a problem, end the beat
way is not alwaya the most obvious.”

Qian Zhang and Laura Portwood-
Stacer of Churchill High School both
praise math teacher Mary Buda for
her dedication, her challenge to be the
best and for her kindness. Laura
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B In fact, thelr long lists of
school and civic activities .
suggost how rich, varied and :
complicated thelr lives :
already are. Thelr activitios :
also suggest what kind of : ;
intelligent, active, produc- . :
tive citizens they will
become.

writes, “It is obvious that she loves to
teach and that she takea great pride . -
in each one of her ‘children.’ *

These and the other teachers
named have a right to be proud of :
these great young people. And, sodo
wae all. !

Hugh Gallagher is the manoging
cditor of The Obscrver Newspapers.
He can be reached by phone at
(734)953-2149, by e-mail at hgal-
lagher@oe.homecamm.net or by fax at
(734)691-7279.
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