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All-Observer

Gymnastics team includes Farmington trio

Youth dominates this year's
All.Observer gymnastics team,
which has only one eenior. Four
of the seven gymnasts are either
freshmen or sophomores,

Three honorees ars repoat
selactions: Plymouth Canton
senlor Lix Fitzgerald, Farming-
ton United sophomore Chelsoa
Keesling and Wayne-Westland
Jjuntor Nicole SBimonian.

Farmington's trio of gymnasts
includes sophomore Kristin
Ulowicz and freshman Clars
Seymour. Plymouth Canton
Junior Amy Driscoll and Ply-
mouth Salom freshman Bethan;
Bartlott round out the olltn
squad.

ALL-AREA FIRST TEAM

Nicole Simonlan, Wayne- tUnnd:
Tha Jobn Gleon High Junior wea o state
qualifier in Division Il whoro she posted
scores of 8.15 {floor exaicise), 8.0
{vault) and 8.875 {uneven parallel bars).

At the regional, Simonlen took third
In the vault {8.95), iRh on fioor (9.08)
and elghth on bsrs {B8.878), She also
scored 8 6.35 on bosm for on ath-around
total of 35,025,

fn the Western
Lekes Division N
maet, Simonien
finished an all-
sround score of
34.25 after taking
fourth on vault
(8.7); fifth on bars
(8.75); fitth on

Ricole Simonlen  nhonm (8.9); end
Westland Gleon  11th on  floor
(8.85,

N

*Nicola is one of the most dedicated
gymnasts \'ve over coached,” Glenn's
Katle Boogren sald, *Sha reslly puts her
heart Inta it

“Sha wes consistent st yoar, but
Improved from beginning to end. She
always had a positive attitude and s
satious about her sport and the team.

“When the pressure wos on, sho han-
died It well and kest up with the compe-
titlon.**

Chelasa Keealing, Famington United:
Koauling Is 8 two-time stato qualifier
and one of the top gymnasts In the

A,

Tho sophomote was second In Divi-
slon 1 alkaround at the WLAA champi-
onghipa. She tiad for first place on vault:
she was second on bars, sixth on boam
nd fourth on foor.

At the state finals, Koesting was 15th
In allaround compethion, She was 15th

Bethany Bartiett, Ptymouth Salem:
Bartiett makes the future look bright for

A freshman, she was easlly tho best
the Rocks had. Their only state qualifier,

S— wion 2 gymnasts,” Dwyer sald. “Kristin
ALbAREA makés tha sport look easy, and that's
what halps In hee scores. She's very  Sslem gymnastics.
ALLAREA QYMNASTICS aelstic when sha performs.*
Nicole Simonien, junior, Westtand Glenn Clars $eymour, Farmington United:
Li2 Frtzgeenid, senior, Ply With a In clud Bertlett

Amy Drscoll, junior, Plymah Canton
Bethany Batieit, freshman, Ply. Salem
Chelsea Keesling, sophomars, Famingion
Clare Seymour, freshman, Farmington
Nristin Utewlc1, sophomore, Farmington
HONORABLE MENTION

Farmington: fenny Galtrsith, Netaile
Olasho, Nllofl White; Cantons Kifa!
Behilk, Maggle Bat; Salesm: April Aquinto,
Kelsey Ensor, Ashley Hewd: Qe Kils
ton Costantlono, Sulle Costlitio, Sarah Ver-
fines,

o floor, 17th on beam, 20th on vault
end 315t on bara.

She atso set  Farmington Harrlson
schoot record with a 37,10 all-sround
score during the season,

“Chelses made & name for harsolf
last year, ond sha did the same things
she dd last yoar,* Dwyer said. “Nobody
i surprisad by It sy more.

“She expects to hit ninas in esch
event, and sho does meet after moat,
It's ensy to take what she doos for
granted, becouss sha's 30 £ood and tho
alweys rises to tha occasion,

“(At tho state meet), | think she just
ot bent up a little. Sho hed a back
problem, snd her body was really hurting
this yeor,

*But meot aftar maet she had the
ability 10 get over her pain and compate.
That's what | meon about her being &
tough competitor.”

Nriatin Ulewicz, Fan Untted:
Ufewicz tled for Afth plece on the bal-
enco bosm In the Division 2 state meot
with a 8.2 score. She also quatified In
fioor exerclse.”

"Sha wes one of our most consistent
gymnasts {est yedr, and she Just picked
up where she [aft off last year,” Dwyer
sad. "Her conslistency Is reflected In
her balence besm. This was tha sacond
yaes in a row she qualified for stste.

1 don‘t think she could get a higher
3coro with hor routine, 8s far os the dif-
Nculty, She had a neer-perfect routine,
and thet’s why she was fifth in the
state.*

Utewlcz peatformod on bars for the
first time this year, and Dwyor l0oks for-
ward to bigger and better things from
hor in the next two years.

The sophomora averaged ninas on
beam and floor: she scored In the mids
elghts on vault, the high savens to low
hts on bars,

“The neat two years sho con raslly
stact to show sho's ona of the top Divie

mour hed an immediste Impact st
the high school tevel snd Instantly
became one of Farmington's top gym-
nasts.

Seymour's best event Ia bass; she set
o Farmington High recocd In that event
with a 9.4 and all-scound with 0 38.80.

The Division 1 freshman gymaast wes
171h as an sil-arounder at the stale
mect, She was 14th on beam, 22nd on
floor ond 23¢d on bars and vault. In tha
WULAA Lokeg Division, she had the best
Saa0n averaga on bars.

“She ¢id whot Cheisea cid last yesr,”
Dwyer sald, “She opened a few eyos
arourd the feagus and siste.

*She likes 10 win os a team and indl
vidusl, At the end of tha state moet, she.
dlén't plsce and one of tha first com-
mants she made was "OK, | need to gt
a double twist on Noor; ) need ta do o
stradgla back to hands on bars.’ She
was already thinking about what she
nooded for noxt year,

“One of the nicest thinge mbout
Chalsea and Clara Is thay're club girls
who didn't come In and just look out for
themssives, becouse they weren't used
1o the toam concept.

“Clers |3 vory team orlented. though
sha comas from a club. Wa're sterting
10 buitd a team tradition at Fermington
and that's what it tekes.”

Uz Fitzgerald, Plymouth Canton: A
sanlor, Fitzgerald reached AllAmerican
standards In all four events and with her
ali-around scare 1o holp cop a superd
tenurs at Canton.

*Sho's had n very good career,” sald
Canton codch John Cunningham. *Prod-
ably her only disappalntment was thot
sho wasn't alacted ss team coptain,
But she does 50 much with the march-
Ing band, she didn't get to Join the team
In time (for the vote),

*She dasarved (the captelncy). Sha's
8 team londer, the anchor who could be
depened on for consistent high scores.
She never had 8 bod meet.”

Fitzgerald tlad her best all-sround
score of the sosson ot the stato finals:
2 36.10 that put her seventh In Division
L. She was fourth st state on the bas
(9.1), aixth on vault (9.15), ninth en
foor exercisa (9.15) and 18th in beam
(8.7).

At the stoto reglonal, Fitzgersid won
the Division (1 all-around with a 35.7
score. Sha 8iso placed fAirst In the beam
{9.15) ond was third on fioor (9.15),
seventh on bars {8.75) and 12th on
vault {8.65).
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in thrae events In

*Qivision |. Her best finish came in the

voult; sho scored 9.2 10 tio for 13th.

Sha niso had 81 8.5 In floor and 8 7.8
In bars, At the stete reglonal meot,
Bartiett narrowly missed making tha cut
for state maat In the Division ) sl
around, scoring 35.375; the alxth (and
final) qualifying scoro was 35.575,

Her bost event Is snother matter. I
can't pinpolnt Just one event sho wes
good on,* sald Salem coach Mel
Hopson, *Sho was good on evenything.

*Sha's vary sarious, very determinod,
and very dedicatod to gymnastics.”

Amy Driacol), Plymouth Canton: A
Junior, Driscoll reached All-Amaricen
standords In four of fiva events, Includ-
ing the sll-oround — in which she quail-
flod for state meot.

Competing in Division || at ber first
stota finals, Driscolt Nalshed third in tha
bors with 8 8.2 and tled for 15th on
foor with @ 8.1, and tock 17th In the
oit-around with 8 34.8.

Her performanca st the state region
ols wos even mor impressive. Driscoll
wa3 sacand In the ell-around with
35,85, winning the voult {9.15) and
b:; {9.05) and placing sacond in floor
(8.25).

indaed, Oriscoll’s bifgest foe through-

[ ALUMINUM
1 colL sTock

out hor prap career has been Injuries.
She had & bad snkie spesin that Ilmﬂod
her ot stete moot as a freshman snd
broken hand sidelinod her 1ast year,
“She would hove mado it to state
both years, without question,” sald Cun-
ningham, “Sho has ststa champlonship
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potential In any evont.

*She’s doing & litlle clud work rght.
now, She's going to do magnificen!
ninge” I

How magnificen? *Keep her healthy.
and we're looking st a possible state,
champlon,*® answered Cunningham,

{ Concert time 7:00pm

LIVEO

Friday, May 5

JOE LOUIS ARENA SONY VIDEO WALL
DOORS OPEN AT 6:45PM

8:00PM

Tickets available attln Ju Lauis Arena box offics, my!nm Authentics
ol siERSXTITaAtor otists

CHARGE BZKTGNE [248] 645-6666.




