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Help clear the fields of rocks,
watch a sheep shearing
demonstration, or test your
c!eani;;z skills during Spring
Farm Days, continuing
through Sunday at Greenfield
Village in Dearborn, Village
hours are 9 a.m. to & p.m., call
(313) 271-1620 for informa-

tion, or visit www.hfmguv.org
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Kias Mo, Kate: Angie Tyburski, (left to right) Nate Kaufman, Marcia Peterson, Beth Egan-Bradtke, Lisa Muscio, and
Eric Henrickson practice their lines for the production that features Cole Porter's music and lyrics.

Players say good-bye to barn with production of 'Kiss Me, Kate'

a2 2

: by 14-
yearold composer Colin Tuck-
er, and music inspired by
space. Tickets $8-$31, call

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN musical ever produced in Poland. One of the
- Kisa Mo, Kato P f ey
313) 576-56111 or lﬂxz’ omeco o What: The Farmington Playera prosent the musical ¢ most intriguing is the tradition of a ghost light

that will greet the audience s thoy enter the

theater. -
“In Shakespcarcan timo everything was out in

the open,” said McSweceney, "When theaters wero

enclosed, they had to use candlea and kerosens

lamps. When the audicenee would come in, a light

~ n ghost light - was lit 50 no one would fall into

the pit. When incandescent lights came in the

*20a and '30s, thoy kept the ghoat light. It stood

to appense the restloss spirits of the theater.”

Behind the scenes

Backstage, McSweeney makes one last check
o drobe for the production, The Farmi:
Hilla dircctor ia responsiblo for assembling the
men's outfita. Cynthia Tupper sewed all of the
‘| women’s

“I love to do period costumes,” sald N
McSweency. “Modern-day shows are fino, but 1 -1,
love to be able to research the poriod. Thia ia in i
two periods, modern-day actora from the 1848-60
ora and Shreiv, which is set in Shakeapearean

ody ‘about actors in the middie af opénlag Shako:
spoare's Teming of the Shrew: music and fyrica by Cole.
Porter . ! .
*\Vhen: 8 p.m, Friday-Saturday, May 58, Thursday-Satur.,
day, My 11-13 snd Mey 1820, and 2 p.m, Sunday,
MELT 342080, et e T
Wheret Farmington Pleyors Darn, 32332 W. 12 Mile
Rond, wast of Orchaéd Lake Relad, Farmington Hills.
Tickets: $18, coll (248) 553-2955
L
A speclal gala celobraling 48 yoars of community the-
ater and the iest show ot tho barn begina 6 p.m. Setur-
day. Juns 3 with hors d’ouevres and a sitent auction ok
lowed by Kiss Me, Kate st 8 p.m. Tickets are $100. All
proceeds to benefit the construction of 8 new barn the-
ater. Call (248) 533-2955 . L :

www.detroitsymphony.com

McSweeney hardly looks like a director as
sho puts finishing touches on the dressing
room of one of the lead characters in Kiss Me,

@nmd in paint-speckled sweats, Emily

Kate. _. X
1t's a bittersweot moment: Kiss Me, Kate ia the
nal production at the old F i Playera
Barn on 12 Milo Rond. Alter a fund-raiser and
porformance on Saturday, Juno 3, the red struc-
ture will be razed to make way for a new the-
ater. The 240-acat facility is scheduled to be
qompleted in time for the opening of the Farm-
ington Players’ 2001-2002 scason.
£ A jack-of-all-trades, McSweeney believes when
*you're working on a large show, everyone has to
tch in” And that's why the Farmi Play.
era have existed for 48 years. McSweeney ia ot
tho theater, on a Tuesday afternoon, painting
sets with the help of Beth Mackie, a vol
Kiss Me, Kate, a musical comedy with music and

Nate Kaufman (Fred Graham) and Angie
Tyburski (Lilli Vanessi) play the ’l_usuld fhamclera
A o

preparing to open a p o p
Taming of the Shrew. The divorced couple bicker

Sales and Marv

So uPi lyr_'i;;ul;y' csi" P“x'ﬁ °P;"’_tmi"\y-l 5:“% : o and romanca thelr way through Kiss Me, Kate Prisbots
Welch present TV Bloopers o o moiy liky?  Juatas Potruchio and Kate in Shrews, Angio Tyburski loves the full-length skirts and

“Fred thinks he's a big shot,” said McSweeney.
“This is the out-of-t premiore in Baltimory
and the stary opens at the cloaing of the final
dress rehearsal and concludes with the end of

and more, 6 p.m.and 8
p.m.' Sunday, May 7, Farm-
-ington Civic Theatre,

gold and jewel colora of her Shakespearean cos-
tumes: Tyburaki plays Lilli, Fred's feuding ex-
wife, Lilli is well dreased, 8o her Shrew coatumes
arc clegant.

painting by numbers. Bill Mandt drew all of the
denigna on the flats and we're juat filling them
in.It's a lot of work and somo of it ia juat
todious.”

33332 Grand River, Farm-
ington, Tickets $25, call
(248) 473-7777.

The aet for the play-within-a-play only hinta
nt the interior and exterior scenca in Kizs Me,
Kate, Set changes will be incorporated into the
musical,

Moving tho set

“We're not going to hide scene changes. Tho

caat will be moving the set,” said McSweeney.

opening night. We're turning the tables on the
bard and having women play men becauso we
wero short of men. I want to go for the fun.
“Since rehearsals began in February, thore
have been a fow bumps in the road with ached-
ule conflicts, But the cast has been wonderful,
working together and rolling with the punches.”

“The Shakespearean dresses aro gorgeous,”
said Tyburaki, n Warren resident. “It helps you

feel the
spoiled.

show it.*
This is Tyburski's sccond production with a
community theater, and she plans to do mare

part. Lilli ia foisty, probably a little bit
She's in love with Fred but too proud to

come fall. She was in The Women prosented by
the Farmington Playcrs in November.

*1 just try to have fun with it,” said Tyburski.
“I try not to hurt Fred too much because [ alap
him a lot."

Labor of love

McSweenoy spent hours researching the histo-
ry of the play. She's brimming with all kindaef
interesting information about Kiss Me, Kate

*“Thore are 17 different scones, but soveral
repont themsclves. Wo begin by taking porform-
ers through the audience. During the opening
number, tho traveling troupe winds thelrway

:  mor thoin 160" ©
“very spec rmars,
: inc%dﬁ%ﬁ pe(?;oi”w& =
b exhibit,and,
| hands-on activities

1 an dartex

maouth Road at e

belt, Livonia, Call FAR - -
: Conzervatory, (248) 646-
8347 fe i .
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through tho seata to tho stage.”

including the fact it waa tho firat American
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Fbestax

£Jbdlestax by Devin Scilllan, illus-
trated by Kathryn Darnell

{Sleeping Bear Press, spring
2000, $15.95)

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
BTAFF WRITER
Jchom!n@oo.homecomm.net

Devin Scillian is o lot like the
leading character in his now chil-
dron’a book. Fibblostax loves

worda, Ho's especially at tho peak-

of dolight whon naming n cat a cat,
or a big mouso a rat.

It's not surprising that Scillan
loves words. After all, he is a jour
nnlist who admits hia favorite part
of tha Job is writing. The WDIV.TV
nows anchor's journoy into tho
world of country muslc ns n writer
and a player confirm life would bo
dull without the ability to creato
lyrical phrases that roll ovor tho
tongue and then ring in the human

enn .

Scillian'a love of writing for chil-
dren goes back to his high school
daya in Junction City, Kan, It waas
thero that Scillian wrote his firat

hildren's atory. Fibbl awed
somo years later,

If it hadn't been for the TV news
anchor’s involvement with literncy
programs, Fibblestax’s words
might have novor been heard.
Except for charming children at
story-timea in libraries, tho story
languished around for 10 years
beforo it waa published by Sleoping
Boar Press in Cholsen this spring.
Kathryn Darnell, a graduato of
Frankiin High School in Livonin,
illustrated the

k.
*“It started with the word Fib-~

blestax,” anid Scillian, “I got it in
my head. I didn't know what it
meant but 1 liked the way it

makes redng fun

sounds, It got me to thinking about
where wards ¢ me from.”

Scillian admits Fibblestax is not
an ensy word to romember. But fow
will forget tho young boy who goca
around naming things - or the
author who invents the villninous
charactor Carr. A red-faced bear
of n man, Carr calls flowers gun-
nywunka. He and Fibblestax
oventunlly vie for the the privi-
lege of giving names to things.

“Flbbleatax can be hard to
remember or can be thought of
aa being memorable,” anid
Scillinn, “The trick waa find-
ing timeless ideas and then
finding ways to make thom
fun for people. The booka I
grow up with — Dr. Souss
and Shel Silvorstein — were
ogolesa. A lot of adulta deapair the

~Flcusc Soo FRBIEITAX,




