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Naughty ‘Cabaret’ reinvents ac’y Berlin story

“Cabaret” runs through Sun-
day, May 14, Fisher Theatre,,
Detroit. Performances arc 8 p.m.
Tucaday-Sunday, 2 p.m. Satur-
day and Sunday and 7:30 p.m.
Sunday. Tickets are $33-865, call
(248) 645.6666.

BY STEPIIANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
BTAYY WRITRR

scasola@oc.homecomm.nat

There's something nlmost
naughty about the Fisher The-
atre thesa doys. Tnke your seats
before a stage shimmering in
burgundy, smoky violets lights
and silver curtain, Try not te
stare at the scantily clad men
and women traipsing about,
smoking cigarettes and dangling
from one of two spiral staircases,
with horns and banjos at their’
side,

‘Temporarily transformed into
the Kit Kat Kiub, tho Dotraoit
theater invites audiences to for-
got their troubles and got loat in
tho lurid life of ane Sally Bowles
in Sam Mendes' production of
the classic John Kander and
Fred Ebb musical Cabaret.

Relying on voycuriatic audi.
ences, the dancers stare through
the crowd, dreased in tattered

kings, braa and ders
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a bold, racy and madern viow
into the scedy club where *lifo is
beautiful, the girls are beautiful,
oven tho orchestra is beautiful”

Guide to the underworld

The charismatic, ever-present
emcce lurea the audionce inte
this decndont underground hide-
away, donning a leather trench-
coat, red apple lipa and a pale
face. Ho flirts with men and
women alike. Portrayed with
charm, overt sexuslity and a
curious amile by Jon Peterson,
the emceo is the thread holding
the story together. Ho's a guido
to the underworld of the Kit Kat
Klub, which is fueled by monoy
and desire in the early 1930s,
and ho i a constant reminder of
the stern Faacist oyo following
all activities in Berlin,

Cabaret s based on Joc Masa-
teroff’s book and adapted from
Christopher Isherwood's Berlin
Stories and John Van Druten's I
Am a Camera. It reflocts the
paradox of  the 1930s in Gor-
many, o coamopolitan time fol.
lowing World War I and fore-
shadowing the rise of Hitler and
Foacism,

But Mendea (American
Beauty) directed a Cabaret that
abliterates the boundaries of pre-

long before the stirring drum
roll.

This isn't the Cabaret that
shot Liza Minnelli to stardom in
1972, Gone are Director Bob
Fosse's black derbies and care-
fully crafted innuendoes. This is

vious interp: Surprise,
Sally Bowlea anorts caceine,
“dahling." Her love intereat Clif-
ford shares an on screen kiss
with n male cabaret dancer. And
the tune “Two Ladies” is set to o
stage show that includes the
emcee, one femole and one

[ | Thli Is a bold, racy and modern view Into the
seody club where ‘Iife is beautiful, the giris are
beauttful, even the orchestra Is beautiful.’

transvestito. No, this isn't your
parent's Cabaret.

Newcomer Lea Thompson
(Caroline in the City) wears the
frilly undergarments well, but
isn’t a perfect fit for the rolo of
Bowles - o fost-talking, British
girl who wishes for a better life
and acta ns though she's “perfect.
1y marveloua.” True, the charac-
ter calls for an over-the-top per-
sana, thinly veiled in innoconco
and fenr, but Thompson's past is
too littered with sugary charac-
ters to transform her into the
quintessential “Toast of Mayfair.”

If it weren’t for her powerful,
commanding vocal performance,
she might not have pulled it off,
But when Miss Sally Bawles
bids: “Put down the knitting, the
book and the broom,” one muat
do ns told. Thompson truly
shines in signature numbers like
Mein Herr, and a soulful solo of
Cabaret which ends with a
crashing the mike stand on the
ground.

Marvelous

Joy Goede makes o marvelous
“sensitive American writer” As
Cliffard Bradshaw, his breathy,
dear-in-headlights performance
suits the character who gots
caught up with Bowles and a
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fast-paced life. Ha's o Yankes,
trying to write the great Ameri-
can novel. And when ho takes
out a notebook in the final
acunes and truly begins, “There
was a cabaret and a master of
ceremonies. It was the end of the
world and I was dancing with
Sally Bowles and wo were both
fast asleep.” the essence of the
story rings truc.

Cabaoret hinges on escapism,

with Sally at the helm, It plays
on heightening tension by show-
ing the flip-side of a trouble-frea
life ~ the strict contro} exhibited
by tho Fascist party, whose mem-
bers are as close as next-door
neighbors,

Fraulein Schneider, played by
Cass Morgan, makes this real.
ization of her boardera. She and
her Jewish fiancé, Herr Schultz,
represent a Berlin quickly crum-
bling under Hitler's riec to
power. Their lave for one another
and impending marriage is not
only questioned, but threatened.
Nothing exhibita the ghanges
ahend more than the song
Tomorrow Belongs To Me, o Fas-
cist anthem henrd first on a

scratchy record player and lator
sung at o jubilant gathering.

Shivering voice

When Peterson mews out a
melancholy [ Don’t Care Much,
tho weight of the world arder can
be felt in his shivering voice. Rob
Marshall chorcographed scenes
with fluld beauty and scandnlous
appeal,

The show ends with the same
abrupt sentiment that marked
the end of an cra with the Nazi's
torchlight parade in January
1933. Having an cxplosively and
starkly surprising finish,
Cabaret proves it's valuable
enough to be brilliantly reinvent-
ed, even in the year 2000.

26000 American Dr.
Southfield, Mi 48034
248-357-1100

1's sasy to take care of out-of-
town friends and family when
they stay with us. Each guost will
enjoy a spacious, wonderfully-
rencrated guest room with cotiee
maker and free HBO.® freshiy-baked
cookies in our kobby at night, and
use of our heated ndoor pool,
sauna, and whitipool. Qur banquet
space 1s xoat for rehearsal dinners
and receptions for up to 120 guests
Ask about our special group rates
Book tan or more rooms per
night and gt one FREE*

For teservaons, call the Hiton Inn
Southlield at 248-357-1100.
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Vred Von Gagh

Face to
‘f'/r,/'l’ﬂj/l, (Jmu‘- 45/ ,

The premier showing of a powerful and
unprecedented look at the artist’s portraits.

ce

Tickets, 248/433-8444

or www.ticketmaster.com
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OuirvlarChrysher Corporstion Fund

The Detrort showing of the eahibition 13 made poudle by 4 generous
contnbution lrom the DaimierChrysler Corporation Fund.

Vot Gogh: Foce 1o Foce b organized by The Detroit Institule of Arts, the
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, and the Philadeiphia Museum of Art.
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