The Observer & Eccentric/THURSDAY, MAY 4, 2000

BY VICTORIA DAz
SPECIAL WRITRR

Though this movie, produced
by Spike Lee and Sam Kitt, is
structured around the game of
basketball, it's really about that
other game ~ the one that makea
tho world go "round.

Divided into four “quarters,”
it's ma much fun to watch and as
briskly paced as a wall-fought
high achool or collega game. Pic-
turo this: It's 1881 (“first quar-
ter™), and Quincy (played as
youngster by Glonndon Chat-
man) i the hotshot “star” in his

iddle-class, African-Ameri
neighborhood in suburban Los
Angcles. Then, one day, 11.year-

next door. and th toget a

151 ' Tationahi

step ahend in a neighborhood
game. Quincy hardly has a clue
at this point as to what to do. His
position has noever been threat-
encd before (*I run this street,”
he tells Monica), and it's certain-
ly nover boen threatencd by a
girl.

Jump shoad to 1988, and tho
story's “second quartor.” A
grown-up Monica (Sanaa Lath-
an) is the star player on her high
school team, and Quincy (Omar
Eppa) is making a huge name for
himaelf on the men's team. Both
hope and dream to gain a schol-
arship to the University of
Southern Californin. Thoy're
both, in a way, still competing
with each other. But is that o

twol

Soon, we're in the third quar-
tor (1988-89) and, juat like in an
important roundball game, the
tonaion begins to take an anoth-
er now dimenalon. We're grip-
ping the edge of our soat just a
littlo tighter, wo're hurting at tho
low spota just n bit more, cheored
by the high apota a bit more. Wo
have como to care about these
playera (flawed as they are) in
the courae of this film, simply
because we have como to know
them, have seon them swoat,
have watched them laugh and
cry, and have discovered that
they are characters with whom
wa can identify. By tho time they

¥ ! d
wo sec doveloping between those
?

old Monica (Kyla Pratt) moves in

reach college (ycs, thoy both
make it to USC), both are
dreaming of a pro career, And
they are both most definftely
dreaming of each other. In fact,
they're doing o good bit more
than just dreaming.

I'll not give awny what hap-
pens in the last quarter, of
courso. Sullico it to say that the
gnma does not always go amooth-
ly and, junt liko in real lifo, some
surprises arc in store,

With this picture, screonwrit-
er/diroctor Gina Prince-Blythe-
wood has succeeded in putting
togother a film that’s as tight ns
a tournament tie-breaker, and as
appealing romantically as a new
Valentine,

Omar Bppn. a8 the aomuﬂmeu-

cocky, Quin-
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cy, just runs away with ths role.
Sanan Lathan, ns a young
woman dostined to fight her
family, conches, and even the
man shoe loves in order to ba tho
basketball player sho knowa her-
self to be, is just as convincing.
And, a8 a team, you might say
that these two are “aweaomo,
Baby, awesome” (to quate ESPN
broadcaster Dick Vitale, who
makes a cameo appearance).
Supporting players score cone
pistently, as well. As Quincy's
loving father, Dennis Haysbert
brings just the right touches of
charm and trouble to hia’role.

score in “Love an

Debbi Morgan, in the part of his
ausplcious, long-suffering wife,
could have gone all weepy on us,
but she never allowa her charac-
ter to got wearisomo; conso-
quently, we're always cheering
for her,

Harry J. Lennix manages to
mako an important contribution
in his abbreviated role ns Moni-
ca's caring father, And Alfre
Woodard truly shines as her lov-
ing, tradition-bound mather, who
simply cannot understand her
daughter’s dedication nnd deve-

gs and Sanaa Lathan shoot and
asketball,” in theaters now.

tion to a gamo, no mattor how
hard she trics. (Ono of the”
strongest acenos in the movie
takes place botween theso two
very real women, aa they try to .
actile their differences in a
kitchen.)

The basketbal) scenes hero aro
some of the best since “Hooslors,”
while the romance, with all its
accompanying pains and plea-
aures, shines through like a
warm underglow from the opon-
ing lznnmcutu to the final slam

unk.

COMING ATTRACTIONS

Scheduled to opan Fridsy, May 5

ADRINALINE DRIVE

Part of the Shooting Galtery Film saries
ot Groat Lokes Crossing In Auburn Hills,
he film shows how 8 timid young cou-
ple savor thalr first toste of real life as
thoy fali In fove dodglng vengeanca In
this suspensa comady by director Shin-
bu Yeguehi

THE VIRGIN SUICIDES
Sot In a Michigan suburb In the early

703, tho story tolls of 8 quirky hIgh

school moth toacher and his fiva daugh-
tors and the tragedy that changed their
lives,

GLADIATOR

An exlled gonern! sooks vengesnce
agafst the Emperor of the Roman
Emplre, ptayed by Joaquin Phoenix,
Stors Russelt Crowe, Ridloy Scott, Con-
nla Nellson and the lote Otiver Reed,

| DREAMED OF AFRICA

The power tn ovarcome porsonal
tiagedy providas the basis for thia blo-
Ioglcal deoma featuting Kim Basinger,

JOURNEY OF MAN

Large scale Afm shot over o 4-month
perlod captures tha petformonces of Lhe
Clrgue du Sotell against noturel and his-
totlcat backdrops. The story follows a
boy through his mystical journay to
‘adulthood.

SCARY MOVIE

Spool of horror hims stors Jonathan
Abvshoms, Shannon Elizobeth, Reglina
Holl and Kimberly Jones.

UP AT THE VILLA

Kristin Scott Thomas plays a woman
who retreats to o vilta to gel over the
death of her husbond, While there sho
becomes entangled in intrigue, romance |
and crime and begins a romanca with an”
Ametricon visitor.

THE WiSDOM OF CROCODILES
Metophysical thriller stars Jude Law as
a medicel resaarcher who (s 8 sarial
seducer, He dorlves the susienance of
fove tram the bicod of his victims.
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