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How many peo-

ple can you namo

grade class?

I'm ono of a
lucky few
because I'm still
frionda with Miss
Angio Burnott,
who I first met in
Kavern's

STEPHANIE
A, CASOLA Mra.
firat grado clans

at  Rochestor
Hills' Brewstor Elementary
School. Many years later, we can
still call each other up and talk
ondlessly about our lives. We
becama cloas frionda in journalism
class, actually.
1t there's anyone out there who
can relate, I know Patrick Shanloy
and John Jacobs are among them,
As founding members of tho

Mary Timony uncovers musical netherworld with ‘Mountains’

Y GTEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
STAXY WRITER
scasola@oc.homocomm.net

Mary Timony apoaka with a
hushed swootness that shows
almost no signs of someone who
was raised on a atrict diet of
Washington D.C.'s thriving punk
scene. At home now in Boston,
Timony wan preparing to go out
on the road in aupport of Moun-
tains, her solo debut on Matador
Records.

Known a8 the voice of Hellum
since sho replaced Mary Lou
Lord in 1992, Timony took a step
sldeways with fricnd and drum-
mer Christina Files to make a
musical landscape that atretches
into tho depths of tho imagina-
tion with its aubtle tones of
murky guitar, wispy vocals and
moody piano. Tracka like The
Bell, Tiger Rising, and Valley of
One Thousand Perfuntes posscss
a pervasive and quite personal
quality beat achieved on a vision.
ary solo effort such as Mountains.

“It is something I've wanted to
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Deotroit-based band Blowtop, Shan-
loy and Jacobs mat in firet grade
at Bishop Gallagher Bchool in
Harpor Woods, But. their friond-

“ship emerged in high school due to

a common tia - muaic. An studonts,
they ware involved in high school
theatar and played in the pit band.
After achool Shanloy and Jacobs
hung out and played music. That's
how it was.

In a way thinga haven’t
changed, Jacobs, who was influ-
encoed by his father's music like
Loulis Primn and Frank Sinatra,
admitted: I was nlways fond of the
older stuff.” In high echoel, he and
Bhanloy discovered they shared a
Jovo for the blues, The Boatles and
Led Zoppelin, whils their class-
matea rockod out to Van Halen
and Jaurmey. “Wo wore listoning to
stufl no one clse was,” said Shan-

do for awhile,” sald Timony. “I
wanted the noxt time I recorded
to be kind of mellow, low-key, not
o big production. 1 didn't want to
make something like Hetium.*

‘Timony moved further into the
depths of prog-rock with this
album, drawing on the surrealis-
tic levela achioved by Helium on
1997's The Magic City. But Timo-
ny was first drawn to music
through early inspiration from
her brother, Pat. “He used to
write songa and I would beg him
to be ahle to sing songs ho wrote,
‘cause ! loved them.”

From home, to the punk scene
surrounding her hometown and
the § of prefe -

A

ley.

That mulunl taste in music led
1o n carcer. It startod out when
Shanley brought a bunch of musi-
ciana 1o Detroit's Cadiucx Cafe for
an opon mike night dubbed “The
Hootenanay” When he found him-
seolf in noed of a guitarist, ho
“seized tho oppartunity” to bring
Jacebs into the band. From that
collaboration, two old frionds
began writing new material. The
Island waa the result of their first
songwriting collaboration.

Just as true (rlends can finlsh
oach othor's sontences, Shanloy
and Jacobs completo cach ather's
musicol idens.

“Wo alwayas keep it very lovel-
headed,” sald Shanley. “We want to
do this to have fun.*

“It's not juat to have fun,” clari
fied his cohort. *Wo take it serious-

eaid the album, released in

riendhip

Iy

The combination shows on the
band’s solf-titled debut. Shanley
and Jacobs consult each other with
ideas, but now writo independent-
1y. 8till, the songs share o cohesive
quality that is tho band's rootey,
molodic sound.

‘Tuncs like Catch You Later, the
Beatlenque So Sad and Out Of the
Question arv just three reasons to
givo the band o liaten.

“The hardest thing {s getting the
first ono under your belt,” said
Jacabs. *It's hard to put out thero,
it's something for people to judge.”

Blowtop describes {ts music an
ecloctic. It's nat alt-rock, said
Shanley. But it ean be, insisted
Jacobs, There aro no boundarica
onco Blowtop starts spinning. *We
don't llke to confine oursclves to
ahy one category,” said Jacobs.

"

subtlaties

This is just the beginning for
Blowtop. It's not about striving for
success as much as it is pursuing a
carcer both musicians aro passion-
ate about. And Blowtop isn’t about
imnge, or multi-media-hyped per-
formances. If you love music for
music's anke, without the splashy
costumes, smake and mirrors, give
thin disc a apin, Find it at Harmo-
ny House, Tawer Records, Car City

Yictnhla?

March, comes from a “alightly dif-
ferent” placa than her work with
Helium, “It'a a Jittlo saddor, a lit-
tlo more raw.”

Mountains was written over
the past few years and recorded
Inst summer ot a Chinatown loft

in Bosten. “I wanted to focus on’

getting a good performance,” said
Timony. To get that relaxed atmo-
sphere, ahe called on friend and
musical cohort, Chriatina Files.
“She lives in this really cool loft
with huge ceilings,” said Timony
of the apace. Songs like The Hour
Glasa hold tones of natural
reverb created in a hallway of

namely guitar and keyboards -
Timony has made her mark in
bands like the short-lived, girl-
punk group Autoclave, The Spells
and alt-rock supergeoup Mind
Science of the Mind.

But Timony usca words like
“bare” and “sparse” to deacribe
the aeathetic of this collection
with Its 16 shiny new songs, She

pulitzer
prize-winning,
poignant an
personal
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BY BETH HENLEY

In this Pulitzer Prize-winaing
comedy, three Mississippl
sisters reunite 10 be with their
dying grandfather, Lenny, Meg
and Babe are very different
women, but they share powerful
bands. Together, they come (o
tems with death, theie fives,
and their enduring kove fos one
anather.t's 2 wonderful mixture
of both comedy and drama.
MBT RATING - PG

MAY NOT BE APPROPRIATE
FOA PRE-TEENS,

that very building. Five different

MAY BE THE FIRST TIME-TRAVEL * -

P P
that add to the mystique of
Mountains. *“We were lucky to
have that space,” she soid.

Lucky indeed. The muaic is ell
that's left of that loft these days.
*It was knocked down about a
month ago,” 2aid Timony.

What remains ia bound te
sound quite difforent as Timony
and Files take it on the rond.
“The shows have been really
rocking,” sho inslated, despite the
soft nature of tho album, “There's
a lot of noise improvisation.”

While audionces might not
expect it to *be so rock,” aa Timo-
ny puts it, when was the last
time somoone called her “pre-
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Sce Mary Timony and Christi-
na Files, 9 p.m. Friday, May 6,
Magic Stick, Detroit. Tickets $8,
call (248) 645.6666,

laborate in
music )
fl that's hard
to define
{ but sure to
please.

Records and Record Time,
Sec Bowtop live, Saturday, May
6, The Berkley Front. (248} 547-
3331; Sundoy, May 7, Codieux
Cufe, (313) 882-8560. .
Stephanie Angelyn Casola writes
about popular musie for the
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers. *
She can be reached at (734) 853- ..
2130.
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If you're looking for excitement, you're on the right track!
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