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Watch now; Guest composer Elliot Del Borgo (at left) teaches band and orchestra students at Harrison some body language to look for from conductors. Tenth-grade stu- .
dent Kyle Chamberlin (at right) listens to Del Borgo's presentation to the orchestra, Chamberlin plays the bass drum. ;
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Harrison High School usu-
ally perform from shest music, But
recently, thoy had a unique epportunity
to work in tandem with an actual com-
posor.’

Thé composer, Eiliot Del Borgo,
worked with studonts in Harrison's

Y band,
and wind ensemble, all directed by
Mark Phillips. One of De! Borgo's 500
published works, Do Not Go Gentle Into
That Good Night, was performed on
atage in the auditorium ~ which, inci-
dentally is etill being refurbished.

Student musicians Greg Brooks and

Teresa Elsey, both seniors, woro
impressed with having the chance to
work’ with Del Borgo, who currently is
professor of music emeritus at the Stato
University of Now York.

“He taught our group that tempo fs
one of the most important parta (of a
compoeition),” said Brooks, who plays
clarinet in the symphonic band. *He can
tell' you exactly what he wanted and
what he was thinking when ho wroto it.
It was nica to seo the conductor.”

Elscy, who plays violn in the sym- -

phonic orchestrs, noted that “it's inter.
oating to sec where the music comes
from.”

Usually, student musicians don't have
such insight into what a picce should
sound like, Elsoy said,

“When you play a person’s music, you

cantucted' other nearby achools which

guess what you think the
wanted,” she explained. “But when the
composer is actually thore, and tells
you, that helps.”

Up on stage with the symphonic band,
Del Borgo showed that he knowa how to
communicato with tedoy’s youth, throw-
ing in somo one-liners between instruc.
tions.

Alive and well

*Not all composers died 200 years
ago,” Del Borgo said. “A fow of ua are
atill alive.”

During a break between sessions, Del
Borgo said ho was in the metropolitan

. Detroit aren to teach students at Walled

Lak: Western High School. A teacher

might be d in Del Borgo adding
stops to his itinerary and learned that
Harrison was interested in having him
visit, .
“It’a very valuablo for a composer to
actually sco the atudents play the music
because we learn something,” safld Del
Borgo, an award.winning member of tho
American Society of Composers,
Authors and Publishers who wroto for
the 1980 Olympics in Laka Placid, N.Y.
“When I write something, I hopo it
works. But when I sce them play the
music, I can seo what's effective or not.”
In other words, a song might seem to
be logical at the time it ia written, “but
when you sec it perfurmed, you see how

New York composer shares his talents with Harrison students ,‘;

Just from his brief seasions alone, Del
Borgo said he was able to pick up that
Harrison students showed great intensis
ty, creativity and musical flexibility, as
well as fnquisitivencss. S

“A lot of them (asked about) the pro- . -

coan of composition,” Del Borgo contin-
ued. I uso a computer and n synthesiz-
er. That's very important to these kids
becausc of the technology that's avail:
able today.” “
Another plus for the Harrison stu-
dents, Del Borgo sald, is “they’re very
matura players, they're accomplished.”
Phillipa said his students reccived an
Invaluable first-hand primer of how
compositions tako shapo. “He really
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First aciencp f:ir Classrooms toured the fair and All purﬁgipunu reccived a cer- Hillside ts Warner invited to attend free of charge. minutes. In addition to tou

studonts had an opportunity to
show thoir projects to their clnss-

bluoe ribbon.

. tificate of participation and o pm

"On Sunday, May 7 from 1-4
third grade stud 1

will be ata-
tioned cround the mansion with

the mansion, other activities will

Hillside Eleﬁ:nury School ;?ﬁ} include dancing and games pn

mates end teachers during the regular adult docenta assisting the lawn,

day end to family members in

act as docents for tours of the
Governor Warner Mansion. The

thom. Complete toura of the
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Honors: Berna Ravitz,
Wood Creek principal,
talks to awardees.

Woaod Creek Elemeontory
School held its first annual Sci-
once Fair in April. Over 60 stu-
dents from kindergarten to fifth
grade participated in tho ovent
sponsored by the Wood Creck
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Now, with Pramier Checking, you can do your banking quickly and easily. With froo online
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