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BY JONI HUBRER
AY? WRITER °
JhubrsdOoe.homecomm.not

While Southfield reaident Jim
Th has been icted on
charges of fondling two young Farm-
ington Hills brothera, nuthoritics
say the investigation Into more than
a thousand similar casca continuos.

CIRCUIT COURT

Hilla Police Chief Bill Dwyer said
the 66-year-old former statistician
for the Dotroit Nows admitted ho
hae had contact with young boya
over the past 30 years, and police
aro still reviewing video and audio
tapea of somo of thosa encounters.

“Certainly, the investigation is not
complete,” Dwyer said just hours
after the conviction on Friday, “This
is just part of the overall inveatiga-
tion into a sexual predator who
been out there for 30 years, doing o
lot of mental damage to young vic-
tims.”

‘Thompson waa arrested after an
alert school bus driver told school
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«Continuing: The ennual

.. Festival of the Arts con-
A™ tihues Sunday, May 7,
with exhibits open 11
a.m. to 5§ p.m, Also on tap
at 3 p.m. is the Farming-
ton Community Band -
concert, “Good Old Days.”
The festival is free and
open to the pvblic at the

Center on 11 Mile Road,
west of Middlebelt.
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Chty of Farmington 2000 Paving Program
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Farmington, / Famington Hils, Michigan

M Spring has sprung and

with it the city’s annual -
p paving program.
QQ BY ‘Tid SuT
| mvﬂloa.hamoeonmn
IProposed Paving R )
Project Limits It's that timo of year again: The city
of Farmington’s annual paving pro-

gram §s about to begin.

Construction equipmont will start to
roll into the Be) Alre subdivision begin.
ning Monday, May 8, with actual work
to bogin May 15, A second profect, on
Adama, Grace and Casa strests, takea
place during June,

The total for both projocta is
$560,000. Tho money comes from a
proporty tax npproved by voters in

Farmington Dbserver

Your hometown newspaper serving Farmington and Farmington Hills for 113 years

¢

©2000 HomeTown Communications Network™

Spring brings paving work

tho Farmington Departmont of Public
Bervices,

Lettera notifying residents of the
impending projocts wero to bogin being
hand.delivered Guah soid

ay, .
Rasidonts will be Infarmed about: the
type of projecta in their naighborhood;
what they can expect in terms of logis-

1994, said Kevin Gush dlmcwr‘nf

Fleasc sce PAVE, AD

s What's the answer?
At top right,Chris Callahan
and Mychal Cocke-ponder. the

. answer to a question. Above,
** the'Big Dogs cglebrate when
one of their ariswers {s correct.
Team members are Michael
Colton, Kyle Goldman, Aaron

Warsh and Zachary Yost.

Right, Rachel Lubin kisses her
brother, Jason, after his team
clinched first place in the Bat-

- tle of the Books, Jason’s team-
mates are Kevin Miller, Ryan
Patton, and Jeff Waldmann.

Lebovic, Leetal Levran, Daniel B

Tho 14

ilics into

Students
compete in a
page turner

By JON! HUBRED
BTAFY WRITER
Jjhubred@oehomecomm.net

An almost palpablo tenslon shimmen:d above
the crowd as Farmington Community Library
Executive Director Bev Papai scanned the sea of
excited middle school atudenta gathered at the
__= William B, Costick Ccater, Wednesday night.,.

“When was the last time you saw kids this
‘excited about reading?”

sored by the Farmington Fricnds of tho Library,
drew more than 300 participants and their fam-

tition that had students cheering wildly one
minute and silent as death the next, The 66
teams represented tho cream of the crop, culled
from Warner, Power and Dunckel middle
schools in semi-final competitiona held last

month,

It took a perfect score to win the title, and
Dunckel Middle School's “Lost in Books” rose to
the challenge. Jagon Lubin, Kevin Miller, Ryan

sho ask
th Annual Battle of the Books, apon-

the Center’s Dublin Room for a compe-

Plcnse sco BATILE, A7

Merchaﬁts say they want advance notice

ington Bnkéry co-owner Becky Burna,

while because her vehicle was blocked

. in by newly laid nsphait in front, other
vehicles in back.

“She’s been walking nll over down-
town looking for whoover owna that car
that's parked bohind her,” sald Farm-

HomeTown Classifieds
WORK!

“Excellent regponse o
our classified ad. We.
werc looking for a good
home for our German
shepherd. We had 36
calls — all very nice peo-
ple. We found a very won-
derful family to give our
dog a home.”

o — Debbie T.

Inkster
to close

BY JoNt HUBRRD
BTAYT WRITIR .
Shubred@oe.hoimnocomm.net

Traffic enarls on 12 Mile Road in
northeastern Farmington Hills will
get botter this year, but not bofore
they get a little worse,

Tha first phase of a $2.5 millien
rond widoning project will begin
Monday, May 8, clesing down,
Inkster Rond between 12 Milo and
Northwesatern Highway. A dotour
will be posted, directing through
traffic to use Northwostern and

- Middlebelt as alf i

BTAFY WRITER one of saveral merchants who appor.
taualth@oshomecomm.not ently had little or no advance warning
One d Farmis \! about the halting of the icipal
got off work early Thursday, Unfortu- parking lot behind their Grand River

' nately, she couldn't go anywhere for a  businesses,

Larry Sallen, ownor of Clothen
Encounters, wondored why the project

was done on a Thuraday (a busy day

for downtown stores) and why mer-
chants weren't given sufficient notice
by the contractor (T&M Asphait) or

Road Commission for Oakland
County spokesperson Cralg Bryson

BTAFY PROTO BY BILL ForsLza
Concemed: Mark Mergener has
met with school officials about
his concerns over behavior.

-

JRPRIS.  2

city.

“As a retallor, thore's nothing I can
do to prepare for the parking lot being
shut down,” Sallen snid. “But the tim-
.ing is olt wrong. What if I waa planning
to have a hugo sale today?”

The front half of the municipal park-
ing lot located behind busi north

ASPHALTING

Road waa topped with asphalt, ns was
the driveway uaed by many bakery
patrons. On Friday, the back half of
that lot was ta be asphalted,
Complaints to Farmington city
offices about tha aituation did receive
quick attention, however. City Manag-
er Frank Lauhoff personslly stopped by
to talk with the bakery co-ownoers and
later Thursday morning, orange detour
signs were-in place to help direct cus.

of Grand River and east of Farmington

Ploaso soo NOTICE, A0

High school teachers’
behavior concerns parent

BY TIM S8MITH
BTATY WRITER
tsmithOoe.homecomm.net

Since Soptember 1998, Mark Mer.
goner has sought answers to concarns

established, something that would
need to bo negotinted with the Farm-
Associati

ington Ed i in 2002,

over the behavior of some h at
Farmington High Scheol, which his
dnughter nttends.

Inappropriate language and clasa-
room ia) ding to
are at the root of those concerny, But
npparently just oa galling to the Farm-

when tho current contract expires.
“Every dircetion I tuened to support
it just seemed lika 1 wnan't gotting to
tho right apot,” said Mergoner about
unproductive meetings and correapon-
dences with various officials, including
schools i dent Bob Maxficld

ington Hills is the veny -
or Iack thercof — of top achool and dis-
triet administrators,

Nearly two years later, Mergener,
and his wife Anita, still aren’t happy
with how their cancerns have been
dealt with, They both reiterated during
n recent interview that tenchera need
to be held accountable both for their
actions and for loarning muterials used
in the classroom, At the top of thelr list
is for a teachor code of conduct to bo

nand FHS Principal John Barrett,

Morgener lnst month filed and then
withdrew his candidacy for the Farm-
ington Bonrd of Education eloction:
because he didn't want his concerns:
viewed na grandstanding, But he atitl
wants the accountability issucs to be
front and center.

District officinla defend their track
vecord in handling Mergener's com-




