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Award-winning authors
make reading fun for kids

Want tho kids
to road thie
summor? Thon
take them to
meet two award-

who will visit
the Detrolt arca
thia weck.

Author Avi
will appear for a
talk and book-
signing 7-8 p.m.
Thursdny, May 11, in tho Jones-
Johnson Thoater at the Royal
QOak campus of Oakland Commu-
nity College, 739 S. Washington.

ere is no charge and parking
is froe in the campus parking
structure, Tho visit {s aponsored
by Book Beat and Onkland Com-
munity College,

Jacqueoline Woodson will
appear 10-11:30 a.m. Monday,
May 8, for a book talk and aute-
graphing. The event will take
place in the newly refurbished

 Friends Auditorium of the

Detroit Main Library, 5201
Woodward Ave, Uaually closed
on Mondays, it will be open for
this occasion. Use the Cass
Avenue entrance, Parking is
available in staff parking at the
Putnam entrance. Admission is
free, The appearsnce is spon-
sored by Book Beat in coopera-
tion with the Detreit Main
Library.

Avi’'s numerous award-win-
ning novels for young readors
includo the Newbory Honors
books Nothing But the Truth and
The True Confession of Charlotte
Doyle, plus the Dimwood Forest
tales, Poppy and Ragweed.

Jacquelina Woodson has writ-
ten many books for young adults,
including From the Notebooks of
Melanin Sun, Maizon At Blue
Hill, and I Hadn't Meant to Tell
You This. Sho has received tho
Kenyon Review Award for Liter-
ary Excellenco and two Corotta
Scott King Honor awards.

Here are two proviews of the
authors’ new relenses.

Avi:

In Ercth's Birthday (Harper
Collins, $15.95), Avi has created
an unrorgeltubln :hnruclcr. He's
B

and x:mu:hcty old porcup!ne with
o personality as prickly as his
coat of quilla. But today ia dif-

winning authors *

H Like other books by
thoe author, Miracle's
Boys explores complex
omotional Issues that
ariso from the harsh
roalities of lifo: death,
allonation and erime.

forent. It's his birthdey, and
that brings n smile to Eroth's
bewhiskered face. Surely, he'll

And then there are tho traps,
now burfed in enow, and the

ravenous Marty the Fisher, who .

stalks Ercth wherover ho goes.
Ereth’s Birthday tclls of love,
the kind that begins reluctantly

but blossoma into tenderness .

and respect, Thoso who enjoyed
Charlotte’s Web will be enchant-
ed by Avi's new book,

Jacqueline Woodson
Miracle's Boys (Putnam's,
$16.99), by Jacquelino Woodson,
is also sbout love and a losa that
to’ extinguish it forev-

be the centor of jon when
his bost friend Poppy, a doer
mouse, arrives laden with gifts.

But Poppy and her husband
have business elsewhere, and efl
the children can do is poke fun
at Uncle Ereth’s funny way of
talking,

“Liston here, you amidgen of
slipper slopper,” cries Ereth in
ong of his customary ailiterative
outbursts, threatening to turn
tham inta "pink pickled pasta® if
they don't behave,

Disappointed and hurt, Ereth
leavea §n a huff, determined to
find his own birthday treat. He
knows just what that §s and
where to find it - salt, stored in
a hunter’s cabin deep in Dim-
wood Forest.

But the human beings have
loft more than a block of salt.
They've set 16 traps to capture
the animals for their fur. And
Leaper the Fox is thoir first vie-
tim. Responding to faint cries
for help, Ereth finds her bleeding
and mangled. As she drawa her
Inst breaths, Leaper bejs the old
porcupine to care for her threo
helplesa kits: Tumble, Nimble,

and Flip.

“Chipped choese on monkey
mold,” Ereth exclaims, as he
imagines himself nursemaid to
threa baby foxes. But he
the dying mother her fi wluh
and lumbers off, immersed in
self-pity and a thick h]unkot of

or. Here, too, a Joving mother
has died. For the eldest son,
Tyree, that means postponing
college and taking a full-time job
to support his younger brothers.
For Charlle, who was {n a juve.
nila dotention home when his
mother passed away, it meana
coming to terma with his mom's
absenco and his failuro to be
available when she needed him
most, And for Lafayette, the
youngest, the loss of his ono
remaining parent mecans a con.
atant aching lonelinces, along
with a nagging guilt, because ha
was thero but couldn't save her.

‘Woodson displays an uncanny
ability to create inner monologue
and dialogue that ring true for
young males, capecially for those
living in an African-American
and Latino community, It was.
n't easy, she ndmits, to imagine
how boys walk, talk and think,
But sho succecds admirably, cre-
ating characters that are sensi-
tive yot tough, experienced but
not jaded.

Like other books by the
author, Miracle's Boys explores
complex emotional isaues that
ariso from the harsh realities of
life: death, alienation and crime.
The plot provides no fairy-tale
endings but shows how human
decency and mutual support can
produce a climate of hope and
affi i

snow that has d since
dawn.

What follows is o hoartfelt
tale, laced withh humor and sus-
pense, of the porcupine’s new
rolationship with the foxes,
There's the tricky matter of a
vegetarian providing food for
three frisky meat-caters, not to
mention the problem of a crusty
old bachslor raising a family.

BOOK HAPPENINGS

Both books can be found at

‘Book Beat, 26010 Greenfield, in -

QOnk Park.

Esther Littmann lives in
Bloomfield Township and is a
tutor in English. You can leave
her a message on a touch-tone
phone at (734) 953-2047. Her fax
number iz 644-1314.

Book Huppenmgl features’

events at suburban boakllarﬂ.

Borders, 30995 Orchard Leke
Road. In Singing the New Natlon,
Abel the amo-

librarics and literary
Send news leads to Keely Wygo-
nik, Observer & Eccentric News-
Ppapers, 36261 Schoolcraft, Livo-
nia, 150, or fax them to
(734) 691-7279 or e-mail to
kwygonik@ oc. homecomm.net.

SIaNINGS
B Farmington Observer staff
reporter and Livonla resldent
Timothy Smith will bo signing
coples of his book, Miracle Birth
Storles of Very Prematura Bablos
- Little Thumbs Up! at tho follow-
Ing bookstores:

& 6 pm, Saturday, May 13,
BDalton, Southtand Mall, (734)
287.3533;

W 7 p.m. Thursday, May 18,
Borders, 3527 Washtenaw, Ann
Arhor, {(734) 677-6948;

M 7 p.m, Fridoy, May 19, .
Waldenbooks, 30200 Plymouth
Road, tivenla, (734} 261-7811,
Smith can bo reached at (248)
477-5450,

R Devin Scltllan, WDIV-TV anchor-
mon and suthor of Fibblestax, a

chlidren's
§ book
Wlustrat-
ed

by
Kathryn
| Damnoll,
f{ wilt sign
H coplos of
his book
@] Tuasdsy,
N Mw 9, at

Eurnes &
Noble bookselter, Troy; 7:30 p.m.
Friday, May 19, Bames & Noble,
Rochaster Hilis; and 10 a.m.
Mondsy, Moy 22, Bames &

- Noble, Bloomfiald Hills.
W Wayne State Univaralty psy-
chology professor Emest Abal witl
sign coples of his new book,
Singing tho New Natlon: How

. Music Shaped the Confoderacy,

+  1861-1865, 7 p.m. Wednesday,

' Meay 10, at the Farmington Hills

tlonal confrontations expressed
In the songs of tho era, When the
war camo, Southem natlonallsm
demanded that the South have
Its own sat of songs celebrating
tha region’s traditions.

® Richard A. Ferrl of Troy, author
of Serlous Monay: Stralght Tatk
about Investing for Retirament,
will dis-
cuss cur-
ront eco-
romic
and
financlal
market
condl-

i tions,

B answer

B ques-

3 tions,
and slgn
coples of
his newly
published book ot the following
Barnes & Noblo bookstores: Ann
Arbor, 7:30 p.m, Friday, May 19;
and Troy, 7:30 p.m, Wednesday,
Moy 24,

W Georgo and Michela Zavatsky,
authors of Kids Love Michigant,
will oppoar and sign coplos of
thelr book at the Livonla

‘Waldenbooks, 30200 Plymouth .

Rd., Livonta, The signing runs
from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. Saturday,
May 20,

STORYTIME
1 Tha Livonia Clvic Center
Ubrary hoots freo storytimes
through May 8 for Livonla resi-
donts. Reglstration s at the chil-
dron's dosk In the Civic Center
Library, For reglistration avallablil-
ty ot more dstalls, cell (734)
486-2493.
B Michigan Attomey General
Jennlfer Granholm wlil appear at
tha Northille Bames & Noble for
8 apactal storytime avent, *A
Celebratlon of Women in
Polltics.” The ovent Is part of tho

Jd

store's May children’s schedule,
Stop by at 10 a.m, Thursday,
May 11, at the bookseller's,
located off Haggerty Road near
Six Mile Rood.

M The next Kindermuslk story
_time Is st for 4 p.m. Saturday,
May 13, at Little Shoppe on the
Park, 380 S. Maln in Plymouth.
Parents and their children are
Invited to enjoy free 20-30
minute interactiva programs of
siory telling, music and move-
ment duting *Story Time with
Miss Karen.” Instructor Karen
Onkko Schanerberger Is 8
licensad Kindermusik educator at
Evola music in Centon. Call {734)
4540178 for information,

W Saturday moming story time at
Borders Books & Music In
Dearborn, 11 a.m. Saturdoy, May
13. Meat Lyle the crocodllo.
Childron wlll hear a story, craate
<rafts, and visit with Lyls. For
more intormation, call (313) 271-
4441,

PSYCHIC TALK
Olympla Entertalnment presonts
“An Evening with Sytvla,” part of
Sylvia Browne's book tour and
psychic lecture serles. included
will be a discussion of the
suthor's third book, "Ufe on tha

+ Other Side,” Tickets ore on salo
now for tho evant, sot for 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 26, at Cobo
Arona. Tickets aro $25 and $40.
For more Information, call the
Olympin Entortalnmont event hot.
line at (313) 8838611 or Joa
Louls Arena, {313) 983-8608. For
tickots, ¢all {248) 645-8666.

SPEAKER AVAILABLE |
Mary J, Stevens, autoblographor
of *It's Ail In Your Hend," & book
relating her oxperiencas as nn
Idontical twin, nun, teachar, wifa
and mother, as weil as her
“gdeath® and recovery oxparience,
To schedule spoaking ongage-

ments or to purchase her book, o

mail Stavens ot stovm{©aol.com

n
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