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Love stinks

E_-m’ai“l letter pledging amour infects global Internet systems

n less than 24

nnu l v o
AYou'computur"
: virul spread to:
millions of com-
puters’ around.:
the world, worse
tl;;: un"y nLh:lr
vizus yot experi-
enced, including
llut your’n‘iiufu-

was relatively harmless, the so-
called Love Bug destroys multiz,
medin graphics and sound files:
before c-mailing {tzelf ns an
attachment to every addroes in
Lho u.ur’n o-m;ﬂ dlrectary‘

ment systems around the world

bouu, tho *I. “have had to shut down or

.beeame ‘so‘clogged with the
viruses'that e-mail was all but

/*unusable. Litorally millions of

copies of the virus poured into
tho electronic mailboxes of indi-
vidun! computer users. At one
point Thuuduy, ‘T was getting a
new, copy)o(‘ the bug overy
minute,

As the weekend arrived, thero
1 Were reports t.hat the virus has

"“which is rapidly making its way

around tho Intornet as a round
two of tho attack. This one has
the subject lino “FW: JOKE” and
contains en h t called

that acrcons out viruses by
name.

Microsoft's vulnerability
Liko most of tho dostructive
viruses we've seen recontly, tha
Love Bug was written in
Microsoft's Visual Basic script.
ing language and exploita sscuri-
ty wonkneosses in Microsoft's
Internet Exploror Wob browsor
and fts popular Qutlook and
Outlook Expross o-mail pro-

grams,

Already, s growing number of
Microsoft critics are urging peo-
ple to turn away from tho popu.
lar programs in favor of alter-
nate brkouru like Notscapo

.the Microaoft Visua! Baaic

scripting function that this par-
ticular virus exploits, horo's how
to turn this option off Go to the
Control Panel, then:

W click on Add/Remove Pro-

grams
B click the Windowa Satup tab
M click on Accessorics to get

tho dotails

B uncheck Windows Scripting
t

o8
W click “ok” to save any
changes
Thln will have minimal offect
on most Windows functions and
will keop you free from this
virus, But it's not a cure all and
lho pmblam h much bigxor than

. “Very Funny.vba.” The name
'+ chango querades the oxact

have beon working uround the
clock to remove the virus from
network mail eervers. Scores of
mnjor corporntions and govern-

aamo virua, thus sallowing the
mn.llc[nuu program to worm ita

way {nto even more computers

and avoid snti-virus software

{www. com) or Opera

d people

{www, opnrn‘cnm), and thied-
party ‘o-mnil programs llko
Eudora (www.eudora.com),
which seem to bo much loss sus-
ceptible to viruses.

For thosp who want to disablo

First-rato company

Agonta rated Amerisure Insur.
ance of Farmington Hills first
among 22 writars of workers
compensation insurance, accord-
ing to the property casualty rat-
ings in Crittenden Publishing’s

firm, haa achioved ISO 9001 cer-
tification. This makes DeMattia
Group one of the first fully into-
grated design/build and davelop-
ment firms {n the country to be
1SQ 9001 certified.

“We are proud that our quality
t system has been

April 3 newsl , Insurance
Markots,
The annuel aurvey was dis-

agenta and brokora at the end of
1889, Amerisure scored the beat
in tho categoriea of accessibility
and timely responsa to inquiries,
floxibility on conditions and
exclusions, and efficient and fair
on payment of claima,

- “We are upncinlly pleased
“with thia rating,” said Richard F.
Russell, president and CEOQ of
Ameruuro Inc. “It proves that
our strategy to only focus on
commercial lines is satisfying
our buninen pnrtnura. Ican't’

ize enough the benefi

Amerisure has gnmcd from dis-
tributing exclusively through thn
best independent agents,”

ISO certification

DeMattia Group of Plymouth,
p full-service real estate develop-
.ment, design and construction

BUSINESS _
CALENDAR

“Items from the Observerland
area for the Business Calendar, *

can be scnt fa: Observer Newspa- + '

_per, 36251 Schooleraft Road,
‘Livonia, MI 48150 attentlon? -
-Business Calendar.

‘TUE, MAY
* CAREER WOMEN
The West Suburban chaptor of
.the National Association of -
._Cnrcer women will meet at
.11:46 n.m. at Ernesta’s, 41661
*Plymouth Road, Plymouth.
Gueat spoaker Ron Koller will
“speak ahout “Groups that work,' .
and thoae that don't.” The cost is ..
'$18 for members and $22 for
‘non-members, Call Tracoy Huff
.nt(248) 347-3355

WED, MAY 10

“RUSIHESS NETWORK INT'L

Laurel Park Chapter meets 7-
18:90 a.m,, Archio’s Restaurant,
80471 Plymouth Road, Livnnia
{Call (810) 323-3800.

_ .
‘PRI, MAY- 12 -

« BUSINESS NETWORX INT'L

: Livonia Chapter mcets 7-8:30
\n m., Residence Inn by Marriott,
*Fox Dnva and Six Mile betweon

:1.276 and Haggorty. Call (810)

i
b3

. RESTA HISPANA BALL

The Michigan Hinpnnic Chnm- -

ber of Commercs hosta ita 11th -
Anniversary Fieata Hispana + ¢
«<Ball 4t the Ritz Carlton in Dear-
*born! The VIP! ‘reception bogink
i at 6;30 p.m. followed by dinney.
”and dancing ot 7:30 p.m. Mr:Bo™
“tAndorasan; exocutive it chargo
saf wptldwido purchasing for
Gener.l Matora Corp') is evont
. The ball provides an
-opportunity to nétwork with
“busincss’ mpmsentntlvml and
meet corporata aponsors, For’
Ztickets, contact MHCC at (zm)
. -208-9915.

e e TR

L MAY 12, :

- nble to meot tho rigorous ISO

9001 standards,” said Bichnrd
i “This

ment to provide tho higheat

BUSINESS MARKETPLACE

who uprend vlruuen can just as
oasily writo viruses for other
oporating systems and pro-
grams,

Protoct yourself

That said, just bocause you
get the virus, doesn't mean that
you're infected. The only way
that will happen is if yau open
the attached Love Lotter file
that comes with the e-mail.

Meontime, thero are threo
simplo stops evoryone can take
to protect’ngainst all kinds of
computer viruses,

W Back up all your important
files. Use something like
Tomega's popular Zip disks or
other large capacity atorage
media, or even flopples if that'a
all you have. Just do 8o, Now,
Before you're infected with
whataver §s next unleashed.
Then, get into the habit of back-
ing up weekly.

B Never, ever, under any cir-
cumstances, open attached files
or pictures or graphics that you
recoive unsolicited by e-mail,
even if you know the person sup-

posedly sending the file. This is
now the way viruses are spread
and though most of the 1,000
now viruses being unlnnnhed
every month are not as nasty as
the Love Bug, it's simply too
risky to tako the chance.

M Moke sure your anti-virus
softwaro is updated. All of tho
big anti-virus firms now have
Lave Bug

Until next week.... 73 overy-

ly.

Mike Wendland covers the
Internet for NBC-TV Newschan-
nel stations across the country,
He is the author of a acries of
Anternct books. You can reach
him through his Web site at
http:! twww.pemike.com and
kear him Monday through Fri-
day at 6:26 p.m. on NewsRadio
960, WWJ, and on Soturdays
and Sundays from 4-6 p.m. on
TalkRadio 1270, WXYT.

Award are members of an exclu-
sivo world-class club,” said Car-

Office to race track
Two of Plymnuth based John-
son Controls’ “Peor Pnrtnera

“We nro pleased that Gentex
and Microchip Technology have
onco again signed on ns associnte

quality services to our clionta.” v lnne ol Ct
os Mazzorin, Ford group vico
Excellence award prosident of &lnbnl
Joh Controls of Pl h- and South Ameri

has received Ford Motor Co.'s
1999 World Excollenco Award in
the gold category for the automo-
tivo batteries it supplios. John-
son Controla was one of only 11
Ford liors around the world

tion roﬂecks DeMattia Group’s
continuing leadership in the
industry, ns well as our commit.

The SPRING Newspaper Nerwork covers well over 90% of the
Detroit subusbs. But cven more important is the fact that more
suburban female shoppers read SPRING Newspapers than cither
the Free Press or News®. They read our, papers because we are their
_ hometown newspapers. The ones with all the hometown news they

HomeTuwn Newupnpcn * Observer & Eccentric N

N, |_»

to receive the Award for 1999,
“The suppliara who have
earnod tho World Excollence

honors the beat and it gives Ford
Motor Co. the opportunity to rec-
ognize its suppliers for their suc.
cessful results in 1989.°
Johnson Controls supplies 11
Ford planta in North and Cen-
tral America, as well aa plants in
South Amorica, India, South

“This award '

have dod thieir

with the company from thae office
to the race track. Gontex Corp.
and Microchip Technology Inc,
have signed on as asaocciate
sponsors with Team HomeLink
Racing for the 2000 BFGeodrich
Tires Trans-Am Series, This is
the second consecutive year that
fhe 'twg compnr,ies have been

as

with Team HomeLink
Racing,” said Michacl Suman,
group vice preaident of advanced
sales, marketing and develop-
ment. *These partners have been
important to ‘our success with
HomeLink and continue to play
an fmportant role as Paul Gen.
tilozzi bugina h!a qualt fnr a
third

Africa, Gormany and B

IF YOU'RE MAKING PLANS TO ADVERTISE

REMEMBER:

WHEN I'T COMES TO THE SUBURBS,
SPRING NEWSPAPERS
COVERTHE MAP

ONE CALL. ONE RER

SPRING

Nowspapar Nolwork

www, lpl n;m\upnpamnm

just can'e get anywhere else.
So if you're making plans to advertise in the suburbs, remember
that the SPRING Newspaper Netwaork has the kind of coverage,
and readers, to put your advertising plans on the right road. Give us
a call. We'll gladly help map things out.

ONE INVOICE.

1-800-382-8878
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Readership scores bmd upon 1998 Belden Research study of suburhan Detroit.
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