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plainta,

“Wa've talked about this for
two years and he (Mergonor)
foels like weo haven't boen
reaponsivo and have b!own his

off,” sald F.
gchools Superintendent Bob
Maxfield last week. *And 1
lelevu thn not to be the casc,
ident has been

His wife, Anita, an active sup-
porter of the district through
cfforts such as tho Partnership
Advisory Council, added: “OCur
focus {a not to find all the chinka
in the armor. We're very proud
?r Farmington schools, general-

Bul the detorlorntlnn of cor-
tain

and thoughtfully deult with, and
when someono be cone
frontad they havo been.”

Although Maoxfield snid “for
the most part, everything'a been
(verified),” there remain steps to
follow, spelled out in I.hn Lnncher
contract, regarding the

hers' values, thoy claim,
necds to bo immediately stopped.
Following are soveral examples ~
aome which Barrett said have
bl.-en taken out of context - of the

teacher replicd, ‘I'm talking
about another freak of nature,”
ho said.

According to Margener, he
informed the parents of the boy
sbout the exchange, and then
alorted Barrett to it. Ono of the
teachera eventually contacted
the parents, but, Mergener said,
detalls of the incident were dras-
tically changed in the teacher's
verslon.

Barrott said there hnvo been

“numerous di with

mare conacious.”

Mergener's complainta will at
leaat partinlly result in o fjrm
reminder to teachers during the
orientation sessions this fall
about what constitutes appropri-
ato clasaroom materials and lan-
guage, Barrett said,

A committeo, including par-
ents, also is apparcntly working
on new guldu‘llnul for what are

arg very aware and conscious of
being appropriate role models,
Everybody makea a mistake
occasionally, but 1 don't think we
need to bo clubbing everybody
over the head” when thoy do.

The fact that students are
more diverse and more sophisti-
cated, Maxfield said, pnwniel a
dilemma for teachers who want
to ch'nllv.-nxu‘ students to push the

- but Mergener said committee

they find
™ A teacher

ded that *

those Mergener lodged

studenta read The Colnr Purple,
which included

ing of teachers,

*“I think ho has beon uncon-
vinced that (these have) boen
dealt with appropriately,” Max-
field explained. “On personnel
mattera, you've got to ronlly
truat l.he administration to deal
wlthl

;. Jamea Myers, exccutive direc-
or for K-32 schoo) and student
‘sorvices, aaid a formal repri-
‘mend is requlrcd for any com-
‘plaint against a teacher to bo
placed into the personnel ﬂlu at
tho district offices, A second file
is located at the schools,
Seeking answers

After being turned down in his
attempt in late March and carly
April to talk nbout the issucs
during o public school board
meeting, Mergener beeame frus.
trated enough to turn to the
media for help.

*I'm not interested in crucify-
ing anybody,” ho said. *We all
make miatnkes. It's not the
teachers I'm out to get, but it's
their behavior I want to correct.”

som
that could be cnnsidarud porno-
graphic.

W Anothor teacher said she
showed five minutes of Oliver
Stone's controversial movie,
JFK, a segment where an exple-
tive or two slipped out. It was
Inter dotermined that the actual
classroom airing was more like
30 minutes worth of dinlogue
“riddled with profanity.”

8 Two teachers worked with a
davelopmentally disabled atu-
dent to nssemblo”somo audio-
visual equipment in the back of
a classroom. - *

*They tested the- uqulpmun‘,
and it warked,” Mergener said,
recalling the epiaodc the way n
was told to him by his daughter
Lindsoy, a stralght-A student
and member of the district’s Stu-
dent Roundtable.

“One tencher said to the other,
‘I can't believe this worked.” And
the other one said, ‘Yeah, by
some freak of nature.’ And the
other one satd, *Why are you
looking at (the student) when
you Bay freak of nature? And the

William Tyndale College

Williom Tyndale College is one
of two Michigan organizations to
be recogmized nationally in the
Ninth Annunl USA Weekend
Make a Differcnce Day Awards.

As a regional honoree, the col-
lego will reccive a $2,000 award
from thn Wal-Mart Found

1]

The college was recognized for
the ciforts of 16 students, and
Rae Lynn Harvey, coordinater of
service learning, who spent
seven hours going dour to door in
the impoverished Ravendale
neighborhood to greate a commu.
nity directory to assist m :hlld-

'a nbout, and *oll the
concerna have been voiced and
dealt with,”

Those teachers have beon rop-
rimanded, but not suspended, for
using inappropriate clossroom
materiala and lnng\mgu in [runz

i have been few and far,
boetween since it was formed in.
late 1998.

Barrett conceded that Mergens
or i “vory passionate about his
concerna, Wa've heard the con-
cerns, we've had many discus-
sions hore over the past couple
months with the staff, We want

of stud Barrett tobe itive to the needs of all
all - our constituents.”
Judgment ¢ 1Us a challenging environment

“Wo talked to the teachers, wo
heard these concerns,” Barrett
aaid, "Some items have been
taken out of context. Wo're
always interested in hearing
nnylmdys concerns ... but one
person’s condemnation is anoth-
or person’s praise. It's open to
interpretation and there’s a deli-
cate balance™ that must be main-
tained.

Meanwhile, Barrett reiterated
that the district rcqmrou all
teachers to receive pe

with a very diverse society, said
Barrett, referring to some of the
complexities teachers face, not
excusing off-the-mark teacher
behavior, of course,

Barrett was asked if he agrees
with the notion that somo teach.
cra might resort to shock tactics
to get through to tecnagers who
arc weaned on violent video
games and cutting-edge atti-
tudes.

*I hepe not. I think teachers

from building pnntipnl! and par-
onts in order to show Rerated
movies or require potentially
objectionable books and maga-
zines to be used in clagsrooms.
“There’s no general Inxity in
terma of lnnguage and materials

being taught,” Barrott snid. £
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“B of the her, we

almost decided sgainst working

in the afternoon,” Harvey said.

“But, the mission of William

Tyndnla College to serve others
ired us to make the effort.

care ur!d,,.

Lars

and Signing
Orretors
Collection Show
Tuesday, May 9

2 to 4 pm and

6 to 8 pm

Rochester

breathtaking show,

sign his pleces and

the event,

Hellsten

Personal Appearance

~ In China, Crystal, Silver

Renowned sculplor and
designer Lars Hellsten has
worked with glass for 35
years, Coma see this

featuring Mr. Hellsten's
nature-Insplred designs.
The artlst will be happy lo

persanalize other Orrators
purchases made during

www.jacobsons.com

SONS
" Bimlogham » {248) 644.6900  Livonia » (734) 691-7696  Rochoster « (246) 651-6000
SHOPPING HOUFIS ¢ MON-SAT 10-9 » OPEN SUN AT NOON

e

(THX SYUFF DETWEEN THE TILES)

Tired of moldy, missing,
dirty, cracked grout? We
clean, seal, repair, regrout
& stain/change color
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"Whnt we are saying to (teach-
ers) ia to find & way to get (stu-
dents) activelyiinvolved, making
decisions for themlelvca. being
more responaible for their own
learning, doing hands-on pro-
Jects and all the kinds of things
we do to brank up time and
engage people in a meaningful
thought process,” Maxfield said.

But Mergener said a major fac-
tor is how younger teachers try
to identify with students not
much younger than they are. “Bs
a teacher, be a friend. Some-
timea you can't bo both.”

Another thorny isaue, Maxficld
aaid, is how to deal with such
problems without cauaing a°.
chasm between teachers and
parcnts, “We need to balance
isaues of legitimato concern that
parents bring to us; wo have to °
find a way to do that and not
polarize people.”

Veteran school board member
Jock Inch said Mergener’s con-
cerns are being taken scriously.
*I think he has gotten the atten-
tion of some people on the
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e week only

April 17 through

Saturday, April 22

We are offering special prices

of up fo
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the original price on our extensive selection of our world renowred

inventory of jewelry, giftware and Swiss watches.These

unheard of sale prices will provide you with the opportunily to select

heirloom quality keepsakes ot remarkable prices! .
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