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Seeking: Two-term Oakland County Executive L.
Brooks Patterson announced this week he will seek re-
election to another term at the helm of the county.
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‘Recession proof’

BY PAT MURPHY
STAYY WRITER
pmurphy@ochomecomm.nst

How's thia for a political objec-
tive: A “recession proof” Oakland
County.

When he announced his bid for
a third term as Qakland County
Exccutive Tucsday, L. Brooks
Patterson said a recession proof
Qakland County — along with
better roada and more technol

B ‘if we can't make Oakland recesslon proof, we
can &t least create a climate in which the county
doosn't foel the offects (of an economlic down-
turn) as much as other areas. We can shoot for a
county that Is the last to feel the Impact, and the
first to benefit when the economy turns around

again.’

L.Brooks Patterson

—County executive

gy — would be his goals over the
next four years.

“I know that's probably unreal-
istic,” Patterson said privately
when asked to elat “But

That’s L. Brooks Patterson’s goal for his
third term as Oakland County’s chief

accomplizshments over the last
four years. Because of the lofty
bond rating, communities can
financo improvements at the
highly favorable interest rate of
3.88 percent, saving thouaands
of dollars, . .

“Compare that with your mort-
gage raote,” the oxocutive
quipped.

Patterson also cited the open-
ing this year of "Little Onks,” the
county’s premicere childeare cen-
ter, initiating full time customs
pervice at Onkland County Inter.

ional Airport and blist

ELECTION 2000

it’s somothing we can ahoot for.”
Qakland can, for example, cre-
ate a business climate that
attracts quality companies which
are less nffected by the cyclic ups
and downs normally assoctated
with economic swings, he eaid.
“If wo can't make Oankland
recession proof, we can at least
create a climato in which the
county doesn't feel the effects (of
an cconomic downturn) as much
as other arcas,” Patterson added.
“We can shoot for a county
that is the last to feel the
impact, and the first to benefit
when the economy turns around
again,” he snid. .
Patterson, of course, has been
riding the crest of what {8 con-
sidered the most prosperous
period in Oakland history —
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much like President Bill Cllnwre

ing tho “Arta, Beats and Eats”
festival in downtown Pontiac as
cxnrx}plca of innovation under his

Jand County busi baveo

is enjoying the most k
economic booms in U.S, history.

Patterson taok nota of that
prosperity Tuesduy when he
announced his re-election bid at
a kickoff breakfnst at the Kings-
loy Inn in Bloomfield Hills before
about 150 avid supportors.

Perhaps tho most enthusiastic
of those supporters was Frod
Hoffman, director of state rela-
tions for DaimlerChrysler, who
introduced Patteraon. “During
the past seven years of the Pat.
terson administration, Onkland
County has earncd national
recognition and respect as one of
America’s premier countics,” he
said,

“Under his leadership, Cak-

been afforded the opy ity of
initinting or expanding trade
opportunities that will sllow
them to compete on a global
scale, Hoffman said, * . . trana-
forming Qakland County into a
global technology center that can
compete with the likes of Califor-
nia’s Silicon Valley and Boston's
Route 1287

If re-elected, P said he
would continue to fight for better
roads and quality development
and to push Qakland’s techno-
logical superiority to greater
heighta. That superiority is evi-
dent, he said, in CLEMIS
(Courts and Law Enforcement
Management Information Sys-
tem) that enables participating
puli‘_co agencies to quickly

Hoffman was referring to
A : oy, developed as
a Meceea for high tech companies
and their highly skilled employ-
ces.

cited ding the

finger prints, mug
shots and other information.
CLEMIS was originally
designed for Cakland County,
P said, But law enforce-

P, P
county’s bond rating to AAA —
the highest available to a gov-
ernmental entity — and
Automation Alley at the top of

meont agencies from Lapeer,
Macomb, Livingston and Wayne
Counties have become willing
participants, he said,

And now the Democrats...

BY PAT MURPHY
BTAFF WRITER
pmurphy@ochomecommmet

So who's going to challengo
i b L. Brooks P;
in his quest for a third term a8
Oakland County executive?

Patterson, who filed nominat.
ing papers with the county elec-
tions bureau Tuesday, may or
may not face a challenger in the
Republican primary on Aug. 8.

But he will most certainly face
a Democratic challenger in the
Nov, 7 general election, accord-
ing to Gary L. Kohut, cheir of
tho Democratic Party in Onk-
land County.

“Mr. Patteraon’s leadership
has been weak in key areas,”
Kohut said, *He hasn't done any-
thing about roads, and he haan't
done anything to assure that
infrastructure (sewers, draina
and roads) keeps pace with
development.

“Roads aren't congested mere-

¥ Tuesday (May 16) Is
the doadline for fillng

as a candidate In this

year's election.

ly during rush hour,” said the
Troy attorney, “they’re congested
al day long.”

Kohut said he'd also like to see
some leadership that would help
people. *What about a county
wido program to provide free
preacription drugs for senior citi-
zens?” he said.

“Or what about a county pro-
gram to help small companics
provide health care for workers?
Wuyng County has such a pro-

-am.

Tuesdoy (May 18) is the dead-
line for filing as a candidate in
this year's election. As of late
Wednesday, no candidate other
than Patteracn had filed for
county executive. But there's

still time for a challenger to get
on the ballot — Republican or
Democrat.

Since the first of the year,
D have luati
ond recruiting possible candi-
dates for county exccutive as
well a8 other posts including
prosecutor, sheriff, county clerk,

, drain issi
and county commissioner.

“We will definitely have some
strong candidates,” Kohut said.
“But wa probably won't
announce them until Tuesday
(the filing deadline).”

Also confident about the
Democratic slate this fall is
State Sen. Gary L. Peters of
Bloomfield Hills, “Some people
approached me about runnming
(for exccutive),” he suid Tuesday.
“But I'm committed to finishing
the job voters gave me.

“P'm alao exploring n bid for
governor (in 2002) when my
term is finished,” ho said.

MAY 14 THEME DAY
"Toacups and Old Lace"

ROYAL OAK FARMERS MARKET
Antiques and Collectibles

FLEA MARKET :
376 E. 11 Milo * {(248) 5348-8822 N
* Open every Sunday BAM - 3PM

botween Woodward and 1-75

(734) 3341300
rosonet

Watch it on

- Special television prog

P LEARNING and the development of
CHILDREN from birth to eight years old...

Detroit Public Televislon - WTVS-Channel 56
Sunday, May 14th at 6:00 p.m.

Sunday, May 21st at 10:30 p.m.
“leading...Leaming for All with Superintendent Mike Flanagan”

beight future?
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Research has shown that children’s academic successin grades K-12 ls directly
related to thelr physical, emotional, Intellectual and soclal development long
before they enter kindergarten.

How can we make sure that our children have the bullding blocks they need fora
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ol cabla channel guide for the station that cirs
WTVS-Channel 56 programming In your area.
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