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Accountability
Parent is right to question

ark Mergener, the Famingmn ngh

1t is alse incumbent upon wnthcrs to raiso
of b

School parent who has

district officials about the rcpcn.ed
behavior of certain teachers, is not out of line
for his concerns.

He ahould be lauded for having tho courage
to stand up and demand to bo heard. That
takes gumption. More impartantly, he isn't
giving up. Nor should he. As a parent and a
taxpayer in the school dlstnct hu hns every

of b

tho dards and ior in
tho cl E: ions for good t i
and decent language must be plnted on stu-
denta as well,

One only has to walk into a high achool
today to hear tho most detailed and creative
use of profanity coming from teenagers’
mouths, hore out there students have
learned to b dize the English |

right to expect a high

ith nalty.

from teachers, ¢
Mergener has been upsct about tho use of

certain ¢l and the rep

use of profanity. In tho past two years, he and

his wife, Anita, have met with Farmington

High officinls und district officials.
Superintendent Bob Maxfield says cich

incident reported by Mergener has been

What's good for the teachers is good for oth-
ers. We expect parenta to teach their children
how to behave and speak in public. And scheol
is a public place where proper behavior, lan-
guoge and dress are required.

also has lained about the
use of certain educational materials, such as
books and movics he feels are inappropriato

reviowed and dealt with. Mergener, hi -
remains concerned and frustrated.

Mergener wants a teacher codo of conduct.
‘Wo believe it won't work. A codo of conduct
will become yet another sct ol'umglcd rules
when t.haro is already a proceas in place to

dd. against teach

Mergener may not trust the district to fol-
low through with reprimands or even suspens
sions for certain teacher behavior, but a code
of conduct that must be approved by union
members — which teachers are — will prove to
be unenforceable.

He must also recognizo that his complaints
must not paint the entire teaching staff with a
broad brush. Insensitive or less than
sdmirable behavior may be worth a talking to
or a reprimand but should not indict the
entire staff, the majority of whom are excel-
lent educators and role mode!a for the stu-
denta they teach.

‘We would prefer to trust that teachers, as

L of profanity and sexual content.
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THE DIA TAKES ACTION TO END THE HOWDY DOODY CUSTODY CRISIS.

In particular, M took ion to
The Color Purple ns recommended — not
required - reading in a sophomore class.

The school district requires teachers to
receive permission from principals and par-
ents to show R-rated movics or to require
reading of potentially objectionable books and
magazines,

Giving parents an option as to whether
their child may see a particular movie or read
a particular book far surpasses any attempt at
whelesalo censorship.

Indeed, The Color Purple is a descriptive
book, and perhaps one that many teens may
misinterpret. The language in the book is
downright raunchy. But that alone does not
negato the purpose of using the book as an
educational tool, nor does it mean that anyone
who reads it will be tainted.

That's why pmnu must play a role in
their children’s tion. The parent and the

adults and as the role models they are, recog-
nize that their behavior must be held above
reproach, and that they will be held account-
able, not only by the individual achool and
school district, but by parents. In a profession-
al setting, there is no greater punishment
than peer group pressure.

‘What our society lacks is a sense of deco-
rum and sensitivity. While chivalry died lung
ago, that’s no excuse for failing to recognize
other people’s needs, sensitivities and sensibil-
ities.

Teachers should not attempt to be one of
the students either by the use of profanity or
by leaa than admirable behavior, There are
plenty of other ways to reach and communi-
cate with the younger generation.

teacher wgether should be able to determine *
what a particular child can handle and under-
stand in tho context in which it was intended.

‘Teachers who take matters into their own
hands and present materials that have not
passed through the district’s approval process
should be questioned and if need be, repri-
manded.

Mergener’s heart is in the right place. Aa s
parent he is well within his righta to be con-
cerned about the behavior of teachers and
their impact on students. The school board
and schoo! officialo must demand h:gher stan-
dards of behavior from t and
Education includes learning how to speak to
others, how to respect others and how to treat
aothers.

Proms are beginnings, not ends

t 17 or 18 yeafs of nge, many teens fecl
like they're invincible. Like they wear
invisible suit of armor that will pro-
tect them from harm: speeding or driving
wrecklessly on the roads, chugging beer or
popping pills, hanging out with Yy
characters, nothing bad will ever happen to
them. Sure,
1t is to parents, teachera and other respon-
siblo adults that this is addressed.
Believo it or not, as we've scen here in
Farmington in the past first hand, there are
some parents who host beer parties for their
underage children and their friends. ($6 a
head, all the beer you can drink). Get with the
program, people!
With prom season on the horizon and grad-
. uvation and end-of-year parties nat. fnr behind

whereabouts. If you're hosting a party, make
sure it's alcohol-free. If they’re going clse-
where, find out who they’re with and where
they’ro going. Streaa to them the importance
of celebrating without substance abuse,

If you have to, arvange a visit to a rchabili-
tation center so they can see firsthand what
life ia like for teenagers sitting paralyzed in
wheelchairs or with closed head injuries —
kids who have to re-learn life skills as simple
as eating and dressing themselves. Certainly
those teens never thought it would happen to
them, cither.

Fun can be had without getting blind drunk
or sky high, without driving like you're in test
trials for the Indianapolis 600.

Proms and graduations are wonderful mile-
stones to celebrate. They should bo thought of
as beginni: Not ends.
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to: Joanne Malwzewulu, 3341 1 Grand Rwer, Farmington, M1 48335, faxed to Joanne at (734)
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Shocked and appalled

at is the function of the Farmington
Police Department? Are they se aver-
staffed nnd underworked that harassment,
rather than help, becomes their avocation?
My 20-pound beagle puppy recently
sncoked out an open door uf our homu while
we were Upor
ing that she was misaing I mob!llzed the
household and five of us scoured the house,
neighborhood, surrounding streets and city
park for our “family member,” only to discover
she had been whisked away to puppy jail by
the city police. Not only were the police
unwilling to reunite us, insisting she remain
behind bars for the night to consider her
crimes, but officer Barney Fife went on to

When I learned of this last month, [ decided
ta log a few of the programs I watched on C
Span II s part of my normal viewing habits.
Coincidentally, my first noto was March 16
and C Span I was a panel discussion at
Georgoe Mason University on Internet issues.
Time Warner's new boss, Steve Casc of ACL,
spoke nbout the future of the Internet and
cable and how important it was to keep the
informatlon ﬂnwmg

es Rick Boucher, a D
and Bob Goodlatte, a Republican ~ this was
nnn-purtlaun —were spcnkmg ubout Congreas
k to govern
the Inlcmet. sumnthmg that will afTect the
lives of everyone there that night. Rep, Good-
latte stated that the Internet is-the greatest
v.cchnalnglcul advance in the hiswry of

issue me a citation for a stray dog violati

d for emp ing the i

A sleepleas night of worry and separation
from snugly buddy was followed by a manda-
tory trip to the local police department to pay
bail, prove shota and current licensing and get
a release form to spring the furry criminal.
Now lam lcn wnth a city ordinance citation

there ever was a case - and this is not mennt
to be o pun — for keeping C Span 11 on the air,
this panel discussion was it.

TI'ma sure AOL Chairman Case would agree
and would not want his very thoughtful mes-

that d atan g
ment; the spmc-chlllmg words *stray dog”
cmblazoned in my brain in reference to my
awect little beagle doggry; and worst of all,

1 police cars lly driving by
my house. What is the rate of recidiviam for
jailed dogs?

While I am obviously very bittor about the
lack of courtesy and assistance, this story, -
now retold to numerous people including other
law enforcement professionals who are ns
shocked and appalled as I am, has prompted
some good questions,

Why does the city of Farmington even need
its own police/firo department for our 2.7
sqiare miles containing 10,016 citizens, at an
annual cost of over $1.8 million? Would it not |
be more cost effective to share public services

with Farmington Hilla?
Leah Brewer
Farmington
Wrong plcture
y name is Larry Bnhncr and I amone of
the four of Far

Hills on the Cable Access Committee.

The issue about which I would like to make
a brief statement is the decision by Time
Warner to drop C Span Il from its cable line-
up.

sage denied to the viewers in Farmington,
Farmington Hills and Novi.

That same day Chinese Premicr Zhu Rongji
was being queationed at a news conference
about the crisis with Taiwan which the United
States is very nervous about and would, again,
affect all of us if there was military action.

In summary, Time Warner has acted irre.
sponsibly by eliminating C Span 1L, The cable
companies fund C Span I & I1 and I applaud
them for that, but to turn around and deny to
their viewers this wonderful service is incred-
ulous, '

Please beliove me when I say the cable sub-
scribers of Farmington, Farmington Hills and
Novi are thoughtful and intelligent people
who have concerns about the issues which will
impact their lives. You mock us by removing C
Span 11 from your lincup. Last night when I
might have been watching C Span 11, I saw
that ESPN 2 and the Classic Sports Channel,
30 and 32, were both showing the same pro-
gram — the 1983 Masters Golf Tournament -
but still no C Span II, What's wrong with this
picture?!

Please, I urge Time Warner, and my friends
and neighbors urge you to return C Span 11 to
your cable lineup,

Larry Bohner
Farmington Hills
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OUR MISSION: “Because we publish community newspapers, we think about community journalism
in a fundamentally different way than our bigger competition. They consider themselues to be.

in to write the unusual or*

indeptnden{ from the stories and itie
ional and then dashing off to cover

they cover,

elze. We regard ourselves as both accurate

,)oumallau and as caring citizens of the communities where we work.”

— Philip Power
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