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Hearing airs charges of nursing home mistreatment

A litany of complaints about
nuraing home abuses wore
plncod bofcru a public hearing

d by a House D«
ic'Tnak Forco mesting last
nlxuﬂth at Farmington Hills City
Hy

industry and thelr contributions
to elocted officiala for tho failure

mnda to live In the homes,”
_ 0.C. Stovena called for

to bring about §
Mor aister in now rndng simtlar
noglect.

Kilpatrick said he watched his
own grandmother and great-

q

Tnuk forco ber Kw. wamo
ick, D-Dotrol ’
the hoaring, jeinod by Nancy
Qunrles, D-Southfield, and
Andrew Raczkowskd, EFamﬂng-
ton Hilla,
Thc audience, which filled the

'Yy ther dic miserably in
nuninx homes.

“My mother, a U.S. congress-
woman, couldn’t get adsquate
care for hor mother,” Kilpatrick

added.
Phyll’u Moga said sho tried to

city council ch backed up
their complnints with pho-
tographs showing sores, bruises
and other evidence of neglect,
Doris Austenberry said that
her mother suffered a broken hip
nnd pangreno in her leg which
sent hor to the hospital. A fow
dnys later, sho died, She blamed
the lobbying of the nursing home

about how her mother
was being mistreated but could
got no response from tho stato of
Michigan for threo months. She
said the nursing home industry
has enough moncy but refuses to
put it into stafTing.

“Blatant corporate greed needs
to be stopped,” she said. “Owners
of nursing homes should be
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in staffing lovels.
Monlca Jackson said her hus-
band was constantly abused dur-
ing the lnst sevon years in two
homes, includiag being drugged,
atarved and not toileted regular.
ly. Virginia Brown worked in a
nuraing homo where o now
administrator didn't want the
staff to interact with residenta,

¢ That led to tho resignation of 17

~ nursing care professionals.

Shirley Clark said her father
had to be taken to the hospita)
because the nursing home ho
was in failed to chango his dress-
ing every day, Instead, he went
four days without o dressing
change, she told the panel. Ellen
Ann Fox said sho was fired by a
nursing home because she
refused to falsify records, She
aaid the placement procesa by
hospitals and courts often
involve conflicts of interest.

Ruth Fuller hnd a grandmoth-

er die of gangrone whon the
nursing home staff wouldn't
change her dressings. She said
ataff roported lhn lnmrnnu
not

are determining whnl treatment
is given,

*“I found seniora not being fed,
not bolng dressed, not being

for,” sho said, adding that

pay scales ore too low. “We pay
workera who take care of
machinory more than we pay
workers who take care of our
parents and family members.”

Nadine Mitcham, whoss moth-
or was in a home, said that the
industry skima profits from the
top and CEOs nre paid millions,
not leaving enough money for
adequate care. Joan Barber
asked why nursing homes aren’t
hold to the same standards of
caro aa ere ncute care hospitals.

Graver Watkins said his moth-
or has lived in soveral homes
and he's ready to move her again
dua to lack of adequate care.

Fipts at the Mall Securit
{e a free floral gift.
perday, May 7 - 14.

*The nursing home did not
properly use medication pro-
scribed by doctors,” Watkins

Dennis Cavanagh said more
laws are needed *but we need
enforcement of preseat laws.”

Mike Connor, spokesman for
.Quality Care in Nursing Homcs,
called for the consumer to bo
represented in discuaslons about
lozhlatinn dealing with nuraing
homes.

*The industry has boon doml-
nating tha issue,” he sald, chnrg-
ing the indultry is blucklnu

pmeeu. “Wa lhnu!d lhl.nn more
to :oln!lven of patients about
ne;

Ho said claims that homea
don't have adequate funding are
false. He noted that state fund-
ing increased from $400 million
to $1.2 billion in rocent years. He
called for improved doctor care
in nursing Homes and more
attention to aafety issuea such as
dangerous bed rails. He was
joined by Lydia Rizao of the
Campaign for Quality Care, who
called for relatives of nnuing
home patienta to organize to win
improvements. She said tho

* group hns been able to mnke

some progress because of its
strongth of numbers. She criti-

. cizod the atate enforcement

ngency, the Department of Cone.
sumor nnd Industry Services, an
belng too lax. “We need mare
than aymputhy, she said. "We
need nction,”.

J.K, Coulter aaid his mother
wana moved to n hospital twico
without any cletheaen.

*She waa dropped from the bed
and stabbed in her l'ool, ' he
added.

. P. Sanchez, n nurlinx home
worker, ogreed with tho state-
menta mado by othera.

“At dinnortimo, I have seon n
lot of peoplo just sitting thero
without food in front of them,”

- sho ndded, "Nurses are over.

whelmed, too.”

The honring was arranged by
former Farmington Hills Mayor
Aldo Vagnozzi who told the audi-
ence that the influence of specinl
interest contributions to candi-
dates for offico, in this caso the
nuraing home induatry, is a big
factor in there being no progress
in making the necessary
improvements. He called on can-
didatos not to nccopt apecial
intercet political action commit.
tee (PAC) contributions.

Kilpatrick and Quarles said
the turnout waa the bost the
task force has scen aince it
began holding the hearinga,

Call Michigan Campaign for
Quality Care at 800-288-5923,
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“I never thought
I'd be playing golf
so soon after my
prostate cancer

36475 Five Mile Road

“Just recently, [ was diagnosed with prostate cancer, the most
common cancer found it Amerfcan men. My doctor told me
about the options for my early-stage cancer. There were a
lot of treatment options, llke surgery, external radiation or

brachytherapy.

"Bnch)ﬂmpy is & procedure that Imglants permanent tiny ‘soods
in the prostate to Irradiate the cancer cells. Its simple enough
t0 be done as an outpatient procedure. Most importanily, my
doctor sald It has produced excel-
tent results. After reviewing all of the
options; we declded to go with
bractytherapy. 'm aleeady back In
the swing of things ~ without cver

mimngateeum:l"

For more Information about
bmphy!.hmpy ask your doclor

of cal] SL. Mary lHosplal, your local brachytherapy Center of .
Excellence that uses the ProSeed™ Service. For a plysiclnon
staf &t SL Mary lospld, calt 1-888-464-WEIL,

s wmy,g)mmthpltul.érg
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