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Sorrows’ history teacher gets top DAR honors

BTAFT PIIUTO BY Btk BREALXR

" Lesson: Ron Jones teaches history at Our Lady of Sor-

rows School in Farmington.

(THE BYUFF BETWEEN THE TILKS)

Tired of moldy, missing,
dirty, cracked grout? We
clean, seal, repair, regrout
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Whother he's igniting buffalo
chips, wearing an authentic Civil
War uniform, showing some of
his collection of 1,500 alides to
historical places or re-onacting
the Battlo of Antlotam, there's
no doubt about it: Ron Jones
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of humor and kids who are really
listening can hear his dry wit,”
Check added.

Kimberly, 12, said, “Mr. Jones
makes lenrning about history
fun and connecta it with what's

takes n hand h to
teaching history that makes him
momorable and teaches many
lessona,

Jones was recognized recently
in Lanaing as Toachor of the
Year for History by the Michigan
ﬁhnpgor oﬁ'ﬁho I!)nyghum of the

against 56 statewido districts,
and is now in national competi.
tlon for the honar, The DAR cer-
emony also presented awarda to
student essay winners as well as
high school seniors for citizen-
ship, Part of the process entailed
a clasaroom visit by DAR evalun-
tors to Jones' clasaroom at Our
Lady of Sorrows jn Farmington
where he has tanught for 27
yenrs.

A complete surprise
Tho award, an honor the unas-
suming middle achool history
teacher refers to ns “a complete
surprise,” is consldered quite
appropriate by many others who
1

pp now. He makes you
want to learn.”

Joncs, a native Michiganian
who has also been o park ranger
for the National Park Service
since 1984, admits to a lifelong
intereat in history, and says in
high achool he waa “good at his.
tory and band so I decided I
guess I botter stick to what 1
know.”

When ho began teaching,
Jones describes himsell as “book
smart. | decided this has got to
change, and my wifo and I atart-
ed taking three-week trips to
historical places. I took lots of
pictures and showed them in
class, It helps me and helps the
students. It'a better than just
buying the video and showing it
to them, and they ask s lot of
questions based on the slides,”

In 25 years of travel, he has
visited 47 out of 48 mainland
U.S. states, shooting countleps
rolls of film and bringing home
colorful irs to use in closs,

iaud the ed r's ph
success with students and use of
unigue methods of instruction.

Lynn Check, parent of scv-
enth-grade student Kimberly,
describes Jones' award s “well
deserved. He really tries to teach
the concopt of history, not just
for information gathering but so
the students can sea the pattern
of how history has evolved,

*Mr. Jones teaches the kids
how to study and how to master
concepta in o way that will last
throughout their lives,” Check
said. “What impresses me most
ia how he really teaches from his
heart, He loves the subject mat.
ter and imparts it to the stu-
dents.

“He gets Kim thinking about
the whole process of democracy,
how to be a citizen. It's not just
memorizing. He has a wry sense

The Hamilton Hotel
in Downtown Birmingham

“It's one thing to describe a
haversack (a bag for provisions
every soldier ecarricd), but the
students like to actually seo it,”
Jones said, 20 he brings his in. *I
have them make their own hard-
tack, a hard, dry bread soldiera
ate, made of flour and wator
with most of the water out.”
While it’s one thing to learn
abaut, he relates, *It's different
to actually put it in their
mouth.”

Through these unique teach-
ing methods, Jones said, “Histo-
ry becomes moade real because
the studenta know I've taken the
pictures; I can tell them what
they’re looking at. It's not some-
thing out of n catalog. It helps &
lot when you're talking about n
place to show them slides of the
places we study.”

For the cighth grade students,
a trip to Washington, D.C., and
its historical environs oach
spring is an extra-curricular
treat, and Jones showna slides of
Civil War battleficlds in prepa-
ration for tho trip.

“Hero's what we're going to
study and we're hoping to see
this in & fow montha,” he tells
his students. “It becomes more
peraonal. It sparks their inter-
cst.”

Jones added that the visual
aids *help them to sce what
something looks like.”

Re-enactments a hit

Students particularly enjoy
Jonea® history re-enncthent
when he dresses up in n Civil
War uniform ond brings in his
“cquipment” for show and tell,

On another occaslon, Jones
brings in “buffale chips™ and
ignites them to demonstrate how
they were used for fuel on the
Oregon Trail, “Reading about it
doesn't mean a thing till I take
them out and light it up and say
‘Look, this is how it goes,’ Most
students are from the suburbs -
they don’t even know what a buf-
falo looks like,” Jones said.

Valerie Henigon, Qur Lady of
Sorrows aasistant principal and
teaching colleague for 17 years,
accompanicd Jones to the award
presentation and says.

“Ron is soft-spoken, but at the
same he cammands respect. He
has high standards and expects
his students to meet them, He
doesn't apologize for it. He will
help out anyone in any way he
can but doean't tolerate those
who don’t try to put out any
effort,

*He stresses study skills and
he tenches the students how to
study, to take notes. 1 don't
think the kids realize it that
much, but that iz one of his main
goals,” Henigan snid. “He is
adamant in his respect for histo-
ry and teaches how to learn from
mistakes in history.
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“I believe he won this award:
because they were intrigued by.
his approach to teaching history:
The children remember because;
they sce, not just hear.” M
. Don Deisenroth, father of OLF:
eighth-grader Ryan, belioves.
that Jones has a “good rapport,
with the kids. He talka to them
tike he’s confiding in them. He
pokes gentle fun at seciety and
tells them atuff they wouldn't
expect to hear from an adult. Mr.
Jones’ name frequently comes up
around our dinner table. I con-
sider the kids really lucky to
have had him.”

Ryan Deisenroth concurs.
“He's a really good teacher. He
doesn't juat write on the board
and tell us to read the book. He
brings history to life for us. Ho
explains things from both pointa
of view and we decide what we
think about thinga.”

What does Rynn consider most
memarable from Mr, Jones clasa
so far? “Roasting marshmallows
over buffalo chips,” he said
1nughing.

As onc of few ares elementary
schools which offer two full years
of history, Jones stales that atu-
dents nre prepnred for high
school. How does he know? They
come back and tell him. He also
tells them, “Save your notes. |
know some who have still used
them in college.”

“Kids arc kids,” Jones snid,
though the textbooka may
change over time. I keep mov-
ing around till I find something
that works and I stick with it.”

*I tell them ‘travel around, sce
where history happened ... 1
know that makes me o better
teacher and helps them under-
stand.”

The nationnl DAR award com-
petitian takes place in April.

You Can SUCCESSFULLY

SELL YOUR HOME YOURSELF. |

Learn everything you tieed 1o know to sell your home
successfully and profitably. We's show you how to:

* Set your zsking price Wodnesday, May 17
& stain/change color! « Get maximum exposure for your home 7-9pm, Nowi Hilton
FREE ESTIMATES  } ; .
“The Grout Doctor Your guests will feal par|1|pherelt:1 I;‘: our spaglousne;ﬂ Monday, May 22
e ¥ 4 guest rooms compiete with plush terry robes, triple «Eally 0 leqgal aspects of selli owner ’
248"358'7383 sheated beds, nighily turn-down service and gourmet doal with th ing by 7-9pm, Troy Hilton

breakfast buffet — « No cost or cbligation. Attend and save,
Birmingham locatlon!
weekend Specials Available
Reservations; 248-642-6200
35270 Wood d b MI 48009
http//www.hamiltonhotel.com

all in our fabulous downtown
one of our seminars may be

one of the smartest and most profiable

decisions you'l over make.

For More Information

248-347-2285

GARDE HomeNetworkOnline.com
SP SAL‘])Z T bﬁ' ‘ qurmCmm

GARDE - 5
FESTIVAL 2000 L
| : . . lon Suites
Wednesday, May 17 | Call Today I o RTINS
10:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.| A . - . . BN
. o e . 2300 Faatherstono Road
Thursday, May 18 F ree. Te nnis. Les son ‘Aubuen Hills, M1 48326
249-334.2222
Just call one of these locations near you to sign-up!
CLARKSTON WEST BLOOMFIELD  Livonia Parks & Recroaton
_ Featring — Door Lake Alhiebc Club Novi Park & Roc ™ nss?mo c O\;an:' offer mnsr"::'n ':,:n \

v ERS 248 625-8686 248 470400 Huron Vatley Tennis Ciub unforgettable gataway. £ach inciudes a luxunious
MICHIG:\N'_\X':}{)FIDWI‘ RS Parks & Rac Parks & Rec 734 682-5514 TMO100M Suite, Plus Our evaning beveraga teception,
CRANBROOK PERENNIALS “z,:ﬂ's:zaéﬁ! 7":;3:.150: Rec CANTON tico preparedto-order breakiast, use of indoor

—Also — 2486252447 Canton Parks & Racreaton ool whitipool, and fitngss conto: = plus astras as
Guest Speaker: Janet Macunosch, SOUTHFIELD 734 367-5110 doscribert below. Tho hatel 1 adjacent to the Pontiac
May 17, 1:30-3:30PM ROCHESTER Bovetty Hils Club Huron ""“gz";’;‘l‘" Chob Siverdome, 3 mies trom the Palace of Auburn Hills

Book signing with botankst Rochester Hills Tonnis & Swim 248642:8500 : 3nd 5 minutes from Great Lakos Crossing
James R. J¥ells, Author of Wikifiowers 248 652.1500 Franklia Racquot Chub HOMETOWN

of the Great L.akes Reglon, Rochasior Parks & Roc 24B 352-8000 Novi Parks & Recreabon Fomily Valya Package - Free .

Muy 38, 10:00-12:00P'M 248 8569 Southfiokd Paks & Rec 734 347-0400 homemade peza, 4 sodas, 8 pool tay, 119
Lectures, Grrenhouse Plants, 249 354.9510 Brighton Athletic Club movia rental and popcom make this fun & s
Gerunlums, Minlature Roses, TROY 810229-2722 for the wholo family.

1land Painted dtemns & much more. Troy Parks & Rocreation FARMINGTON
24854484 FomogkaTeis Gk Ilglkkrﬂ‘ “a & BouncoBack Woekend* - Out low 109’
4 ol Qak Parks oc
m BIRMINGHAM Mo gﬁxﬁ&smm 216 544 6660 ) > B i w. BouncaBack tato starts as early 8s e
ZRANBRO ity Tennis P8 470100 Bumingham Communty Tenns ' . s ) Thursday wath a Saturday tight stay.
EASEAND GARDENS AUXILIARY deize0 286424500 ake a vyegkend getaway For resorvabons visit www.hifton.com., Or call your
Paingw e Curch e (rm Comter iy Lvonia L P o cue ~without breaking the barik protasswonal tiavet ogont, 1-800-HILTONS, of the
K hotle seryice sy Roysl Ozk Parks & Rec LW“.,M“H‘N Honbaglon Woods Park & Rec ot . . hotel cirect at 248-334-2222.
248 5446630 248 5413030 AR,
May Is USA Tenels Moath
'y S |
on sefecttonnismerchondse [ TENN1S K / e warares)
¥ Tennis is the fun way to meet peaple and get fit. Angcl(l‘& easyl t0 |em;n.\ e R “i'mj Mw\.‘n‘u:::vn:;‘r‘\ r'\(.‘w«; n ‘m.«;:‘:«_ :m,«\z 10‘:mn sna k:a'| m ‘onomu Thoesday a.s;mw I'.vw::
The sooner you start tha faster the fun beginsl Call today to sign up for *thuisdr/ ntequros a Satwday 0 slav and e 0ut 18 3LbS 10 pavmant o 31 avatable non BounceBack ite. Lim
a free beglnning lesson for players of all ages. 1ts free and it's fun? g%?ﬁ:::;:”t?‘w“mwm Rates 01cki350 of tAs 0 g/atuty. 6 no1 pphy 10 gr0us o othet ffers and are 3ubrdCt 10 Change without AOtCE




