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Coalition
looks ahead

By TII 8xaTH
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During the 1899-2000 school year,
the Call to Actfon coalition successful-
1y linked different sogments of the
Farmington and Farmington Hills
communities, to promoto awarcncss
and education about drug and violonce
prevention.

But several membors of the coali-
tion's board of directora aren't spend-
ing much time patting ench other on
the back about past accomplishments.
During Tuesduy’s wrap-up seasion at
Farmington Training Centor, board
mombers talked about nccelerating
and expanding Call to Action initia-

ves.

For example, there will be four com-
munity wide educational ovents dur-
ing 2000-2001. Those will include ses-
slons on: expoaing designer drugs;
danger signs obout student depres-
sion; business and faith community
action planning. There will be a youth
summit on tobacco use among teans
and Farmington Families in Action's
succeasful “Sober October™ program-
ming will be incorporated into a
“GRIP October” initintive.

Deacon Mark Springer, of The
Church of St. Alexander, snid thore
are many places of worship in the
community to be tapped for future

CABO 300 4

Meet: The Farmington
Hills City Council will
meet at 7:30 p.m. in coun-
cil chambers, 31556 11
Mile.

Agenda: The Farmington
City Council will meet at
8 p.m. in council cham-
bers, 23600 Liberty.
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Hom'lb Classiﬁs
- WORK!

“We were very pleased
with the results we got
from our Observer clas-
sified ad. We sold all
the household goods we
advertised.”

—Lori J. |
" Canton §
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Happy Mother's Day

H d: Mom, Top Grand

, too. Chloe Ann Kelly enjoys
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Welling.

uamlng luut a llma about -
Chlnn Ann Kelly of Farmington
Hills, it's casy to soe why ahe was,

. ninmed Michigad Mother of the*

Year by American Mothers Inc, "4+

The mother of five adult chils
dren, it scems Kelly haa done it all
- uervlng her children and others
in capacitice ranging from room
mother and den mother to PTO
officer and playwright. Sho'’s taken
her public speaking and dramatic
talents to China, Ukraine, Inarael,
Romania and Haowaif to reach out
to youths — troubled youths in par-
ticular,

time spent with granddaughters Madison and Kamryn

Top mom
Hzlls woman honored

. pwﬂt unoduﬂon whose p! is
**to strengthen the moral and spiri-

l}_khl sponsor of Mother'’s Duy, .
~-American Mothers is a non-paliti-
cal,.{ntar-racial, interfaith, non-

tual-foundation of the home‘and. .
family. “T¢ was founded in.16833 by
a group of New Yorkiwomen to
focua attontion an the contribu-
tions of mothers in the home, the
community, the nation and the
world, Sara Delano Roosovelt pre-
sented the first Mother of the Year
honor in 1935,

Kelly - along with Lauric John.
son of Shelby Township, Michigan
Morit Mother of the Year — waa
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Sitting
pretty

This timo the soque) is worth secing,

Farmington High School art students
in the Painting II class taught by Nina
‘Weis are taking old woeden chairs and
turning them into croative master.

leces.: -

The chairs feature classical through
contemporary styles of art, with stu.
denta basing their paintings on the
works of overyone from Monet to Sal-
vador Dali,

Weis said a difforent group of stu-
denta comploted the art chair project in
the first semester. When kids signed
up for the socond semestor, ono of the
first things they asked the teacher was
whether thoy would have an opportuni-
ty to paint chairs, too.

“Student cnthusiasm for this is so
high," anjd Wels, noting that families
and staff members donated chaire to
the eause,

But she said the biggest contributor
was Bordera Bookas and Muaic, on
O Lake Road between 13 and 14

ease so0
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Parents, school
leaders prepare
for voucher battle:

H The first wave of a battle a

tional amendment that woul

way with the Farmington Are

gainst a proposed constitu-

allow vouchers is under

a PTA leading the charge.

Parents who have attended any one of a number of infor-
mational meetings are asked to spread the word.

BY Tod 830
STAYY WRITER
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The voucher debato could become
like David vs. Gollal‘h. But parents

studenta. There currently are 12 eligi-
ble districts, but Detroit Public Schooly
apparently wnuld not qualify. Farming:
ton Public Schoola also would not qualy
ify bccnuu more than 980 percent of ita

such as those who d a recent
informational meeting at Longacre Ele-
mentary School Jikely are ready to
start looding up their alingshota,

0y’ll need all the help they can get
to battle an expected $6 million adver-
tising campaign expected to this fall hit
zho nlrwnvca in uupport ofa mw con.
1. That
propoeal, if approved, would open the
door to & voucher system for parcnta
who might want to switch from public
schools to private or parcchial institu-

ons.

It would mandate vouchers ($3,611
per pupil) in districts that fail to gradu-
ate mors than two-thirds of high school

Vaters could petis
tion to put t the issue on a lacal ballot. :

On May 4, at Longacre, Farmington
school banrd President Priscilla Brouil:
lotte and Vica President Frank Reid
dluusnod the'vothur issue nm}_

bers o

the Longacre PTA. The parenta also
viewed a videotape which further dis:
sccted the controversial, complex nnd
confusing subject. ..

Just a few of the points expected l.n
be debated over the next snvnrnl
months are the following:

8 Whether a voucher system would
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Same moniker
welcomes new era

BY T 8ure
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It's n new era for downtown Farm-
, ington businesses, but thoy're sticking
with their old name,

Carleigh Floharty, president of the
Farmington/Farmington Hills Cham-
ber of Commerce, said Wednesday's
firat mcoi:ng nl‘ downtown businesses

[} DOWNTOWN

BUSINESSES

was to decide whether the recently re-

formed Downtown Farmington Busi.

ness Association would keep that
iker deapite b ing a

as ach was full of
positive energy.

Bath co-owners of the Farmington
Bakery, Becky Burns and Jeff Pavlik,
said the initial meeting was a good
start.

mittee of the chamber.

*We have decided to {dentify the
group oa the Downtown Furmington
Busincss Association,” snid Flaharty.
*... We brainstormed some optiona. But

One of the first orders of L

Please sec BUSINESS, A4

Ay PRUTQ BT BOL Baraice
. Arﬂlﬂc‘ Daniclle Miller paints fine details on the rungs of her chair at Farmington ngh School.

Forum generates diverse ideas for MCMR

BY Jont HUERED
WRITER
jhnhnd.u.hcnmwol
Forty minda mot at tho Far
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Council, p d long
lhu of suggeations, ideas and proposed

nctlviLtIu the coufu.:!l will consldor as .

plan for the eominx

Training Conter carly Thurnday morn.
ing, with one goal in mind: to improve
cultural diversity in - the
Farmiogton/Farmington Hills area.
The Open Forum on Diversity, spon-
sored by the Multicultural/Multiracial

Yyear,

“This is u critical polnt for us,” said
moderator Dr. Geargo Keith, president
of Oakland Community Colloge’s

Orchard Ridge Campus. “Your opinions
aro really important to us,”

For the next 16 or 20 minutes, the
meeting room buzzed with conversa-
tion as participants discussed the
answers to three questions:

8 What are we doing well that wo
need to sustain?

S What can we focus on in the next
year? -

W What now idons have we nu'.

In table dlncusn!nnu, people shared
personnl experiences and talked about
how languoge and cultural issues
affected their home and work lives,

Farmington Hills Zoning Coordinator
Leo Blizman said her department deals
with cases in which homeownera nren't
familiar with how to care for a lawn,
because thoy've never had one. She'd

addressed as a council or a

~Plcaso sno COUNCIL, A4




