Bargains in
Bad Axe

For a mero $8.99 1
am walking tall.

I couldn't resist
buying Rocket Dog
brand leather shoea
with three-inch plat-
form rubber heols and
ivory-colored sneaker-
like styling during my
laat ahopping trip to

SHOPPING
TRIP

Bad Axe,

The over-sized treasurea weigh like
anvils an my feet, but they give my
image that little something cxtra —
tha way monster truck tires do on a
tricycle,

Even if I wear them only once, the
shoes will be worth every poeany I
spont.

Never mind the gas and time it
took got them, as well ns $58 worth of
other bargains I brought homo one
recent Soturdny afternoon, The two-
hour trip to the near tip of Michigan's
thumb is ps much a pleasant excur-
sion aa it is a shopping trip.

Van Dyke becomes M-53, the
suburban landscape gives way to
cornfield, cows and quaint down-
towns. .

M-53.is no Rodeo Drive and Bad
Axe, no Beverly Hills, But if you'ro
looking for o pair of Keds sneakers,
pnlxuntnr pants, Lovi denim shirts,
camouflege hunting jnckets and
snowmobile suits all under ono roof,
your scarch ends at Norman's in Bad
Axe, whers bargnins are serious busi-
ness.

Tho store, one of five in the *up
north”™ retafl chain, is a ncon green
welcome mat on Bad Axc's southwest
side, greoting motorista os M.53
curvea cast into the city outskirts,

‘The stare exterior looka like ono big
continuous sidewalk sale.

Depending on tho senson, you
might find athletic bags, soft nylon
luggage, Spartan and Wolverine
sweatshirts, inflatable rafts and oll
order of blindingly bright orange
hunting gear stacked ond hanging
along the stare facade.

Walk inside, look around and then
tilt your head back. Yep, that's mer-
chandise up thero at a height only a
stilt-walker would love,

Norman's supplies hooked poles at

“every aisle for extricating fashion

from the packed, ceiling-high racks.
Try hooking a piece from a group of
blouses or shirts boforo moving on to
heavier ftems, It may feel awkward

* at firat, You'll probably dump a fow

oxtra on tho.floor or nearly KA-
BONK a fellow shopper, but practica
on & fow and you'll be a pro in no
time,

Shoes and hoota are an easy scarch,
arrayed within roach or by step lad-
der. I passed on the Take Ton ombroi-
dored pink tennis shoes and anntched
up o pair of cushy, fur-lined Skandia
boots in winter white for about $20.

Rocket Dogs in cream color won out
over black,

. The women’s dopartment is o mix
of contemporary aportswear and the
stuff of moemory lane. I found mysalf

laiming, “Gosh, I r \: oly-
estor pantauits,” and *Gee, I used to
fit into eizo 8 mini skirta”

Norman's stacka lots of noveity tee-
shirts, athlotic team sweatshirts,
blus joans, sporty skirts, blousecs,
sportswear acts and nightwear.
Bporty describea the mon's and chil-
dren's merchandise, too, .

Bulky women'a novelty swentors
rangod: from $4.99 to $9.99, Lovi
denim ahirts wore a steal at $5.99
and ski pants wore worth the $18

prico tag. 5

1 bought a white embroldered
spring skirt and matching black toe-
shirt top sct for $9.89 and o pleated
denim skirt for about $8,

1 added n pair of winter gloves
($1.99) and heavy enowmobile mit-
tens (about $6) to my cart.

The overnight bag in burgundy
nylon was o last-minute, impulse buy.
It cost around $7. I couldn't resiat.

I checked out with about $68 worth
of merchandise and waited for my
brother-in-law — a dichard Norman's
fan.— to finlah shopping for wool
socka and other baslea, '

My parents, who came along for tho
ride, make Norman's a twico annual
pilgrimoge, We cari't resist. Lika the
sign says, Lowcst Every Day Prices.

Norman's also has stores in Bay

' City, Gaylord, Enst Tawns ond Stan-
dllg .

. The Bad Axo storo is upen from 9

_am. to 8 p.m,, Monday through 8at-
urday and from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m,, on

Sundnya, Cnll 617- 269-9222.
'+ ~——by Sharon Dargay

Checking out stores: A shopper strolls along "gallery row” at the north end of Old Woodward, in downtown Birmingham.

Merchants on Birmingham’s
gallery row celebrate spring

BY SHARON DARGAY
BTAYY WRITER

Elizabeth Stono and her neighbors along North
0Old Woodward are a little like orphons in Birming.
ham's downtown. "
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That includes some h with atores on

between our core downtown and hore,”
Heiney, whose PSD office is located in the North
Old Woodward gallery row, about a block from

Stone's shop. .
“Jt's g beautiful walk botween the two . By big
dards it’s nothing, but Birmingham being o

Sure, thoy're a part of the .
trict's retail family, but without an Old Woodward
or Mnple address thoy feel distanced from thoir
downtown counins,

“For peaple who came to the galleries and shops
here, it's a destination, People come here for a rea-
son. You don't get a lot of browsers,” says Stone, who
sella children's books and original book illustrations
from hor 10-ycnr-old store, “Being in the uptown
area, wa need tha exposurs because we're in such a
soparate location.” .

Stone and other murclumu‘ nln!ng *gallery row,"

city
small town, it may feel like a long way”

In Plymouth

Molanie Purcell, Plymouth's Downtown Develop-
ment Director, knowa tha {eeling,

Plymouth's Old Village shopping district is locat-
ed nbout a half-mile from the central busincas area,
but it's not o part of the Plymouth DDA, Old Village
shops and stores located oven closer to DDA bound-
aries, don't benefit from DDA-funded improvements
to ;qntrgl business district pnr!dng lots, lighting
an

are throwing a party next to lure shoppers
and neighboring homeowners to the rotail strip
south of O, .

And thay' can't participate in Plymouth's PSD
marketing and promotional events, DDA and PSD
| dari incide in the western Wayne County

Story tellers, face-p and ped-
dlers will set up shop from noon to 5 p.m., on May
20 in Booth Park st Hormon and North Old Wood-

ward, L. .
The Birmingham schoo! diatrict’s Evergraon

community.

“It's frustrating for them,” Purcell said. “There's
no formal organization or soparate funding for Old
Village. We've tried to do some joint

‘Walnut or Water strect, just a block either side of
Mpin, and on Main north of University.

Trevarrow includes them in the events calendar,
in staries and on front and back covers of the DDA's
twice annual magazine, In Town.

*During sidowalk sales we offer atores on tho side
atreets a chanco to move up to Main street, ¥ she
added, Offices and merchants who don't participate
in the outdoor sale mzake spaco for neighboring
businesses that do.

Trevarrow also hopes the city’s nevs Farmer'a
Market, which assembles every Saturday in a park-
ing lat east of Main, will bring attention to down-
town and neighbaring shopa.

Stone says park improvements and a new traffic.
slowing device on North Old Woodward will do the
same for gallery row in Birmingham,

“The next thing we're working on is the park.
They'ra (the city) going to remove tho ugly fence
there. We'ro aupposed to get more trees and flower
beds and the neighborhood association wants to do
an ice rink,” she said,

*“Thia is a rovival.”

(Inl:{z saparate) profecta”

Singera will perform and Toty Vicla will
at Sal Meroint +

Oak-
tand County Resource Recovery Authority will lead
Rouge River nature walks from 2-4 p.m.

Spring Celebration also will includo:

W A strolling childron’s fashion ehow, Lego con-
test, mini manicures and balloon animals at Annie
Dauphinee Youngwear.

W An art exhibition and book signing by chil-
dren's book authors and illustrators, including
Denise Brennan-Nelson, Michael Monroo, Matt
Faulkner, Cyd Moore, John Sandford, Brenda Shan-
non Yee, Wendy Anderson Hulporin, Lynne Rae
Perkina, Rhondn Gowler Greene, Kim Marlo Wood,
Franziska Schoenfeld and Janio Bynum.

W Drawings for gift cortificates at Farrell Rols
Salon and Gallery Nikko.

0 Storytoller Judy Sima spinning yarns from 1-3
pl.m , in Booth Park, spansored by Groenstones Jew-
olerd.

& Freo lemonade nnd snacks, coloring books nnd
crayons at Salvatore Scallopinl. .

Arts and crafts in Booth Park, sponsored by
Motro Paront Magazine.

Stone and John Hoiney, Birmingham's Principal
Shopping District director, hope shoppors continue
to visit tho aroa long after tho hoapla ‘s over.

“My contention ia that they are in downtown
Birmingham, but thoro's a gap in tho rotail

‘town without causing a major §

is a good lo. The

Plymouth PSD sponsored a store-to-

storo trick or treat ovent on Devil's

Night last year, Old Village cloand ita

streeta for Monster Mash, an outdoor
dance, the following day,

“I can't closo strects in tho down- ¥

impact,” Purcell explainod. “It
waorked out woll. Halloween is a good
examplo of how we try to play off of
cach other so that no one is left out.”

The PSD also works closoly with
the local Chamber of Commerce
because its memberahip includes
Old Villnge shops and stores outside
the DDA,

*“The more participation the bet.
ter,” Purcell soid. .

Rochester merchants’
Kristi Trovarrow, special oventa

happy and within the fold.
“You find thoro nre some busineas-

ers, Trevarrow noted.

Event coordinator: Elizabeth Stone, owner of Eliza-
coordlnator for the Rochestor Down- beth Stone Gallery, stands near Debra Reid Jenkins'
town Dovelopmont Authority, tries creation I Feel the Wind With Its Whispery Tail.” The
hard to keep oll 360 DDA businesses ok jldren’s book illustrator will be on hand during for
Spring Celebration, an event Stone devised to bring
o8 that don't feel as {ncladed as oth. 70re shoppers to North Old Weodward stores.

Rotail, stylo and spoclal store avents are listed
in this calendar. Please send info ion to: Malls &
Mainstreets, c/o Observer & Eccentric Nawspapers,
805 Eaat Maple, Birmingham, MI 48009, Fax: (248)
644-1314, Information must be received by 6 p.m.
Monday for publication tha following Sunday.

: WEDNESDAY, MAY 17 -

1 Mak

MANKEUP ARTIST

Chanel Natl p artist Conrad Banch
visits the cosmotics dopartment at Jacobson's in
Birmingham from noon to 7 p.m, Cali (248) 644-
6900 for details.

THURSDAY, MAY 18

CONTEMPORANY SPORTSWEAR
WOMYN, a division of Gorfleld and Marks, wiil

shaw its collection of functional fashion at Fibrea in

ADDED ATTRACTIONS

R ——
Birmingham, The clothing will bo on display from
10 a.m,, to 8 p.m,, today, 10 a.m.,, to 8 p.m., Friday
and Saturday and from noon to 5 p.m,, Sunday. Call
Fibres at (248)723-2680,

LAFAYETTE 348

Roz & Sherm showa off Lafayotte 148 suits, sopa-
rates, drossos and acarves in a trunk show that
starts today and runs through Saturday, May 20,
Roz & Sherm i3 located in tho Bloomfiold Plaza,
8536 Telegraph, Bloomficld Hilla. Call (248) 855-

iA )

- FRIDAY, MAY 19

-| offers a

show at Wonderland Mall in Livonia through Sun-
day. The freo aventincludes an appearance by
‘World Series Champ Mickeoy Lolich from 1-3 p.m.,
on Saturday, May 20, .

HAVIN BENEFIT

Don't misa the reservation deadline for Brunch with |
Chenel, a fashion show to bonefit The Haven on

May 23 at Snks Fifth Avenue in The Somerset Col-
lection, Troy. Tickets aro $60 and include a brunch
at 11 a.m. and fashion show of Chanel's full and
winter ready-to-wear clothing, at 11:30 a.m, Call

‘The Haven at (248) 334.2343,, oxt 131,

SATURDAY, MAY 20
KID$

FUN
0)de World Cantarbury Village in Lake Orion will
kend of fun, including a Logo buildi

3

CARDS AND COMNS
Check out the card, coln, stamp and collectibloa

it

p a yo-yo potition, face pak
caricatures, Cal! 248-391-6700 for dotails,

and

¥




