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Family amusements

Oth parks offer thrlllmg ways to spend a day

By Many Quoviey
CIAL WRITKR

on the kids start to
moan and groan about
how “bored” theoy are

with summortimo, considor some
family-friondly options south of
the border - the Ohio border.

Here's a peek nt our noighbor's
four thema parka:

Paramount’s Kings Island

Journey into the Buckeye
St..te’s southweatern corner,
Here you'tl discover Paramount’s
Kings Island - a combo of 12
consters, a 30-acro water park,
hundreda of rides, attractions
dnd live shows.

“! remember Kings Island as n
very clean place,” snid Maoggic
Cytacki, who hna visited the

If you go:

M Paramount's Kings 1stand s north of Cincinnatl, off Interstate 71
at exit 25, Call {800) 288-0808 or visit www.pkl.com. Opon week-
ends: dally beginning Friday, May 26,

Admlisslon: For parsons over 45Ir\chas toll $33.99; oges 3-6 and
senlors ovar 80, $19.50; children under 3 free.

Estimated drive time from matro Dotrolt: Approximately four hours
W SeaWorld Is In Aurora, between Cleveland and Akron. For Infor-

mation, call (B00) 63-SHAMU or click and go to
WWW. com. Oponlng , May 20, for weckends; Sot-
urday, Moy 27, d

Admisston: 535.88 aaes 12 ond older; 327 68 ages 3-11; younger
thon age 3, freo.
rive time : A, 3% hours
B Cedar Polnt Is situated In Sandusky on a Lake Erle peninsula,
It's midway between Cleveland and Toledo. Call (419} 626-0830 or
visit ontine Bt www.cedarpoint.com. Open dally through Labor Day.
Admisslon: One-day and two-day posses avallable. One-day pass,
$38 ages 4-59, oges 3 and younger free; $10 for those oge 4 and
older, who are less lhan 48Inches tall; $22, age 60 and older,
drivo

park with her husband and two
sons. “It's a great family get-
awny, We made it a weekend
trip.

’l‘ho Livonin family especially
enjoyed the water park. “It waa o
refreshing break in the middlo of
a very hot day,” said Cytacki.

Of course, constera are an inte-
gral part of the ndventuro. Thia
scason, Kings Island introduces
Son of Beast, the only looping
wooden roller constor,

The ride is an offspring of Tho
Beast, the longest weoden mllcr
coaster in the world.

If golf ia more your bog, bring
your clubs, The Golf Center is
one of the park’s alternatives to
scream machines and water
rides.

Sea World :

“If you sit in the first cight to
10 rows, you'll get wet,” blared
the voice coming from the loud
spenker. “In foct = you will be
sonked!”

Wiggles and squeals of delight
crupted from the front rowa in
the outdoor thealer. No one
moved. It was show timo at Sea.
World'as Shamu Stadium - fen-

ly two hours
M Six Flags is in Aumm belwaen Cleveland and Akron, [t's adje-
cent to Sea World. Call (330) 562-8303 or check the Web site
www.sIxflags.com. Open weekends, dally beglnning Friday, May 26.
lon: Persons over 48-inches tall, $30.89; persons under 48-
Inches tall, $15.50; klds age 2 and younger, free
drtve 3% hours
Bo sure to check Iar dlscmmt tickets before you feave for the
parks. AAA, credit unions, grocery stores and other places of buslh
ness offer dlscountad rates,

turing killer whales Shamu and
Namu!

The gatcs opened alowly as
Shamu emerged to porform cen-
ter stage. He whlucd through
t}lm pool creating whale-size rip-
plea,

Cameras flashed. The crowd,
hysterical with joy, clapped and
waved. And, as the performance
drow to a close, everyone in the
Splash Zone was drenched - and
loved it.

By far, tho killer whales are a
favorite with SeaWorld visitors,
Be forewarned: Crowds wander
into the stadium 30 minutes or
more befora scheduled perfor-

mances.
After the whale show, options
are plentiful.

Slip into the Penguin
Encounter to gaze at the more.
than-100 polar penguins,

Or, visit the Shark Encounter,
The moving walkway inside this
exhibit provides fabulous under-
water views (be sure to look up)
of the sleck, gray-skinned
sharks, aa thoy circle their tank.

New this year at ScaWorld is o
virtunl adventure in a yollow
submarine to the bottom of the
ocean to explore the Bermuda
Triangle. It's called ~ Mission:
Bermuda Triangle,

Guests can take advantage of
special evening shows and eav-
ings during SeaWorld's New
Orleans Nights evening enter-
toinment package June 10

Cedar Point

Onea again, Cedar Paint haa
made coaster headlines. And
Margaret Day of Livonia plans
to seo what oll the fusa is about.

“I love roller conaters!” said tho
acphomore at tho Univeraity of
Dotroit Merey. “Sovoral wecks
ngo, I drove past Cedar Point
and saw itl*

"It" is Millennium Force — n
“giga-coaster” with a top speed of
92 mph and a neerly vertical
300-foot drop at an 80-degrec
angle. Fasten your scat belt and
hold on tight.

Millennium Forco, the park's
14th coaster, is touted aa the
tallest and fastest roller constor
{n the world.

The Raptor, one of Day's
favorite coastor rides, turns its
victims upside down as their feet
dangle. “Riders get o rush when
they go on it,” sho said.

Modern-day scream machines
are a far cry from Cedar Point's
first conster. In 1892, the
Switchback Railway towered 25
feet high and traveled about 10

mph.
Nat too keen on wind-in-your-
face, tummy-churning rides?

No problem, Watch a stage
show or marine-life presentation,
cool off at the water park or the
beach, play mininture golf ar
rido a go-cart.

Six Flags

After an absence of almost 20
years, I returned to a place once
called Goauga Lake. 1 was
impressed. The park glowed,
obviously the result of an exten.
sive overhaul by new awnership
- Six Flags.

For atarters, an entrance with
a majestic clock tower and a
spouting water fountain greeted
us.

The thrill-scckers in the grou
immediately headed for the
conster with the twisted-steel
track that rolls over, dives, and
spins — and then reverses itself,
1t's called the Mind Eraser. Reli-
able sources informed me that it
promises an adrenaline rush.

Four new coasters will be
ready for riding on May 19
including Batman Knight Flight,
the billed as the world’s longest
*“floorleas” coaster,

If a twisty, curvy, river-raft
ride piques your interest, check
out the Grizzly Run, This white-

killer whale
performance
at SeaWorld
is a favorite
with visitors.

water adventure in the water
park will be up and running on
May 27.

Six Flags, a mix of more than

100 rides and attractions, man.
ages nicely to blond some classic
entertainment with high-tech

rilis.
Mary Quinley is a Livonia resi.

dent and author of “62 Ohio
Weekends.”
travel and dining for the Observ.
er & Eccentric Newspapers.

She writes about
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Wayne RESA Art Fair

- Saturday, May 20, 11:00 am - 7:00 pm

o

» O

6454 Venoy Road, Wayne, Michigan

RESA Annex Grounds

h Al o

“Far more infarmation, vish 7058.081 or cal! 734.334.1300

& Friends at 3 p.m
» Student artwork and performances

.» Over 30 professional Detroit-area artist

‘s Free Admission & Parking
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Tip Of The D et
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WPON AM Radlo 1460 Mey18. 20421 - 102m 1o 8 pan
Www.WPON.com Fm 1o Pewsbic Sockety M
Monday - Friday at 5:45 p.m. m;mmu the dooe
Thinking of switching careers?
Looking to move up the corporate ladder?
Returning to the workforce, New college grad?
fzed, Laid-off, Unemployed? bl
Fam#y inctude: Tie Pressing.

CUSTOMIZED RESUMES e(':59- 189)
Sotisfaction Guarant . Face
Call job Coach Larry Goldsmith Chiéren 12 snd under Free
(248) O T SANIT.
Thursday, May 18, 2000
£6:30 10 9:30 pm
Tickets begin at §75 RSVP Required
Fot Information and Reservations
Pluu Call Pewabic Pottery at
0884
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Enjoy n BounceBack Weskend® st
Hitton snd relax for less. Whon was the
tast time you i sbsolutely nothing?
Esyoyod pampenng that mada a fow days
foot ke avacaton? A Hiton BounceBack
Waoakend provides everything you need to
ros1 and fevive. Plus rocorve 8 froo
Controntal broaklast of crodkt towards 8
full breakiast (at Hiton Sutas you'l recene
afull Amencan broakfast and evenng

' . baverage tecepton). For rasonations vist
Hllton has plentyt e e haton.com. O cal your

I e travel agont, 1-800-HILTONS or one of the

Hitons hsted below.

«_}.g .

Hiton Suites Auburn Hils 248-334-2222 8108,
Hilton Suxtas Detroit Matro Akpodt 734-726:9200 $89, Hiton Grand Rapids Arport 616-057-0100 889,

Hiton Gadon In® Dotrot Metro Arport 734.727-6000 $88, Hifton Garden Inn®* Pymouth 734-4200001 $36,

Hiton Inn Southiiold 248-157-1100 §98, Hiton Toledo 4193815800 $70-888, Hiton Windsor 5139735558 $C129-3C149
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