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tzanslate to fair choice opportu-
pities for less-nfMuont families;
.M Whother private schools
would pick and choone students
for available alots;
* ® Whether thore is a sufficient
syatem of accountability for pri.
yate and parochial schools.
Parenta who attended the Lon-
gaere PTA-aponsorod seasion
now will go out into thsir neigh-
borhoods and attempt to commu-
nicate with those who could not
be there. Others will have future
ities: Similar §

child and not just someons who
mig}:t be president of o corpora«

tion.’

She added that parents who
want public education to
improve could go about that in
ways other than approving a
constitutional amendment.

Get ready

Annotte Jones, another Lon-
gacre paront, nlso sald she
intends to talk to parents about
the subject, so that they unn’;
blindsided b ing &

e for

are being held across tho dis-
trict, and will continue all sum-
mer and into the fall.

- “Thls is tho firat time any-
body's sat down with us and
unemotionally gone through the
issues,” said parent Cathy Davis.
=People are usually ranting and
raving. I think this (meating) is
good, although obviously they
{board members) arc ngainst”
youchers,

Davis, who promised to be
“talking to people to aee what
they say,” formerly was in favor
of implementing a voucher sys-
tem. Now, she is changing her

tine,

* “Bducation is a public good,”
she omphasized. “It’s o public
responsibility to educate every

Y
campaign by the likes of Kids
Firat! Yes), Dick DeVos of the
Amway Corp. and the Mackinae
Center for Public Policy.

Jones, who has two children
with special needs, said other
parenta of special needs children
should listen up about the
amendment. The main reason
why: a successful ballot proposal
would result in less manay for
state-funded special education,

Public districts would loss per-
pupil funding for those who left
for private/parochial schools; but
apocial od kids would be left
behind, along with the burden of
paying for their education,
according to opponcnta.

“They (districta would) have to

Mom from page Al

take money from other pro-
grams, auch ne music, art and
special ed” to make up for the
budget shortfall of losing stu-
dents, Jones said.

According to Priscilla Brouil.
lotte, parents would “have the
right to apply” for vouchers, but
*“only the school will decide who
attends.”

Not so fast, said an official for
the Midland-based Mackinac
Center for Public Policy.

“First of rll, this plan does not
take anything away from the
optiona that are available right
now,” snid Matt Brouillette,
director of educational policy for
the ngckimw Center. “It's just

During the videotape, Farm-
ington school board members
Priscilla Brouilletts, Gary Sharp
and Janet Holm of the district’s
area council PTA discussed com-
plex issues such as accountabili-
ty. (The video was paid for by
private citizens.)

Sharp said vouchors might
encourage “fly-by-night” school
districts, with no need for MEAP
tests, open meetings or public
diacloaure,

“Thore is no way to know how
much money would by ear-
marked for religious content,”
continucd Sharp, who cmpha-
sized he is not anti-roligious, but
only a atrong proponent of the

the opportuni! It
eays children in failing districts
will have a chance of escape.”

Ha cited o rocent newspaper
survay of parents from Detroit
Public Schools, in which tuition
and transportation wore lfsted
as tho top two likely obstacles
preventing them from signing up
for achools of cholce.

Of the two, transportation

blems could

of church and state in
schools.

Matt Brouillette, meanwhile,
said private and parochial schools
have a better means of account-
ability than do public school dis-
tricts, which he said only have
“political® accountability.

*We have something called
consumer sovereignty,” he said.
“Paronts hold these schools

" “They would find a woy to get
their children to school if they
co:xclld affard it,* Matt Brouillette
aaid.

blo, ... not rules and reg-

ulations from the Leglslature.”
Ho said he is ready for the
coming montha of debate. But
even if the amendment ia

The down slde: Board member Priscilla Brouillette
explains problems with the proposed voucher system.

approved on Nov. 7, and a vouch-
or system takes hold, public
schools still could benefit.
“We're already secing that
with limited schoal choice™ auch

an charter schools, he said. “...
Public schools are beginning to
sce atudents as customers to
served rather than a captive
audience.”

honored by American Mothers at
an awards banquet May 13 at
the Troy Marriott Hotel,

«Paula Fader-Garff of Ann
Arbor, proaident of the organiza-
tion's Michi {ation, sal

of Latter Doy Sainta, performing
acts of charity and helping young
poople grappling with jasues
ranging from morality and drugs
to sexual nbuse and unwanted
She'’s written soveral

the group doesn’t seek for Moth-
er of the Yonr honora “star

well-receivod plays on sclf-
enteem, morality and women in

women who are rily out
in the forefront of everything,
but women who reprasent all
motherhood, moms with whom
people from all walka of life can
identify.

“Motherhood is a great calling,
and should be honored,” she
shid, "Wo saluto the Mother of
the Year, obvicusly, with that in
mind. Motherhood and mother-
ing are esscntial for the welfare
of our society, We make an effort
to recognize the great sacrifices
mothers make for us as human
beings and as a society.”

Kelly has long beon active
with the Church of Jeaus Christ

Inc o 1T

the ,

A former atate president of
American Mothers, Kelly's
impressive resumo ia eight pages
Jong. She liats her marriage and
five children - Kimberly,
Christopher, Molly, Matthew
and Michael ~ as her greatest
accomplishments, The Kelly chil-
dren are all college graduntes
leading successful lives, “I asked
each of them what they felt were
my greatest contributions to
their lives,” said the honoree,

“They said tucking them in at
night with prayer, back scratch-
o8 and talking onc-on-one, giving
them encouragement, faith and

Every ay is
Mother’s Day at
Sunrise Assisted Living.

A home-like quality care alternative for seniors. ..
even frail seniors...and a special Reminiscence Neighborhood
for those with memory impairment.
Wellness program supervised by licensed nursing staff
24-hour caregiving staff and security
Individualized service plans to meet specific care needs of residents
program * Three delicious meals a day and snacks

&'

Activities, social programs and weekly excursions .
Scheduled transportation*s Weekly housckeeping and laundry service

SUNRISE,

ASSISTED LIVING*

Ann Arbor / 734-327-1350
Ann Arbor North / 734-741-9500
Farmington Hills North / 248-538-9200
Northville / 734-420-4000

Rochester / 248-601-9000

Wiest Bloomfield / 248-738-8101

(Opens Summer 2000)

Website: wwwsunriseassistedliving.com

hope, acts of service helping
thoao in need, developing holiday
traditions, having a home where
their friends felt welcome and
could call me ‘Mom,’ and always
being there and involved at
home, school, church, activities,
and now in their own familiea,”
said Kelly. “After school 1 would
position myself in a chair before
tho children came in (rom school,
ready to nsk how their day went.

“Although I decom this an
honor, it doesn't clovate me over

anyone else,” said Kelly. “What

it does do is focus on the impor-
tance and valuo of motherhood.
The real honor in beiug a mother
comes many times much later in
life when your kids become
responsible, vatuable citizens in
the world.”

Kelly atays close to hor kids
even when thoy're miles away,
“Our family has n tradition of
making n pillowcase for anyone

. J

who's going away for an extend-
ed poriod. Each family member
writes a note and draws a pic-
ture on tho pillowcase, so every
night he or she remembers we
love, pray and think of him or
her wherever they may be. An
apron is also made for the day-
time when thoy are making
meals, When our children have
returned home, they all have
had these two well.used itema in
their possession.”

Kelly'a own youth influenced
her parenting philosophy. “My
mother was a second-grade
teacher, and because of her
responsibilitics, wasn’t always
there. My brother and sister
wero older,” she said. *I decided §
wanted my children to be raised
together and that I would be
there.”

She views motherhood as a

divine colling. *The call to par-
ent is o sacred and serious
career chaice,” Kelly said, “Once
s woman has borne the great
rosponsibility of a child, she
owes that child herself. There is
no greater responsibility, bleas.
ing, mission or obligation more
binding than parenting. This is
God's work and reliance on Him
is crucial. Few things in this life
require more effort, care, atten-
tion, love, prayer and faith than
being a parent.”

Kelly emphasized one of the
rensons Amorican Mothers
remains relevant, “When we find
out we're going to have a child,
we're told what to eat, what
exercisea to do, and what to
expect through the delivery pro-
cens. We are even walked
through a hospital to show us
where to go and what will hap-

pen. We can attend classes for
Lamnze and are taught how to
bathe the baby.

“Then we have that baby, The
doctor places the baby in our
arms and says, ‘Here you go.' As
a mother, we are ne longer
walked through anything. That
is why it is so important to me to
realize that motherhood is a
divine career. Without God's
help, prayer, and the good exam-
ples of other people, it would be
nlmost impoasible to do.*

Parenting can be so challeng-
ing that it's not unusunal to see
mothers “beating themselves up
after losing their tempers,” said
Kelly. “We nced to forgive our-
sclves an long as we are doing
the best job we can. This is our
carcer, and if we are dedicated to

[

Air conditioner kaput?

Pre-scason Sale,

Now is the ideal time to purchase a new air conditioning system.
Take advantage of our pre-season sale and save up to $250 off or
12 months interest free on a new Lennox air conditioner. Call
today, offer expires May 31, 2000.
Expert service. Rapld response.
Remember the name: Flame.

it, we will be blessed.”

L} & COOLING

1-888-234-2340

With approved credit, Dealer offer expites May 31, 2000, Excludes contracts piot to May 7, 2000,




