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Opinions

Everyone is entitled to them

cner's thoughts, feclings and actions
. nbout teachers' roported behavior that he
feols in less than admirable havo sparked out-
rage by a number of students.

Their letters to the Observer appear in this
issue. Like Mergener, tho students are most
certain their perspective and opinions aro the
correct ones, the only correct ones.

‘When reporter Tim Smith interviewed Mer-
gener and composed a story about his opin-
ions, thero was no doubt that some in the
school oommumly would be upset. As a news-
paper, our goal is to provide the public with as
many and varied opinions as is humanly pos-
sible. Printing n story does not mean the
nowspaper or ita staff agrees or disagrees with
the person interviewed or with the subject.
You may be guaranteed, however, that fairs
ness and balance are the ground rules for this
and all of our storics, whether our readers
agree or disngree with what is written.

But this issue has continued long enough.
Wo believe school district officials havo
addressed M r’s concerns. C
will lead to further damaged reputations and,
far worse, hurt feelings. Mergener has suc-
ceeded in raising everyonc's consciousness,

Perhaps one lesson that can be learned is
that when parents or taxpayers have a con-
cern, the beat course of action for a public bedy
is to immediately respond. That not only cuta
the losses, but prevents deeper antagonism
and resentment an the part of the person
bringing the complaints,

Letters from students who rightly aupport
their teachers aro printed in today's newspa-
per because we wolcome their views, s well.
But printing the letters also does not mean we
agree or disagree with their opini I
impassioned and certain of the truth are their
words. :

That’s how & newspaper works. Our pages
are to tell the world about what's going on in
the Farmington area; what people, both the
high-profile, and those who are not, think and

Fmingtun High School parent Mark Mer-
8!

do.

‘We beliove Mergener had a right to express
hia opinions. And we believo that those who
may disagree with him also have a right to
express their opinions. The result may create
a better environment in the schools and in the
community because people are able to speak |
their minds freely and without fear of retribu.

E The fact that this newspaper or
any other publicatlon chooses to
write about those opinlons should
be lauded, not condemned. Stu-
dents who study government and
democracy and the rights of a free
soclety surely must understand
that without varled views - some
that may even demoralize and
upset others - there Is no freedom.

tion,

Some of the letters, eapecially from stu-
dents, believe we should not have aired Mer-
gener’s views at all, That's not only incredibly
closed-minded, but it's downright unfair and
scary.

Today’s adulta, many who went to school in
the 1960s and 1970s, fought long and hard for
the right to publish and distribute newspapers
that covered issues — more often than not, con-
trary to the so-called establishment - in the
achools,

Teday ia no different. Everyone has a right
to their opinions. The fact that this newspaper
or.any other publication chooses to write
about those opinions should ba lauded, not
condemned. Students who study government
and democracy and the rights of a free society
surely must understand that without varied
views —~ some that may even demoralize and

‘| upset others — there is no frecdom,

Students nlso would do well to remember
that opinions are only opinions. Thosa in the
right will remain unaffected by them. The
strength of any institution will continue to be
tested by sy and varied op
Strong winds do not topple a strong house.

Mergener’s concerns and the reaction to
them chould serve as an example of how
democracy must wark. Each of ua is due our
thoughts and opinions, and the right to voice
them, Without that freedom, none of us can

grow, :
At the least, M and hisd
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Speak up

e rend with disbelief in the May 11 edi-

tion of the Detroit Free Press the article
titled, “Shriners receive flak for their act -
parade skit accused of pushing stercotypes.”

Karen Bolsen, co-chair of the

Farmington/Farmington Hills
Mulbienltural/Multicaial O Counil,
“objects to what it says are unfair portrayals
of Arabs as saber-wielding fanatics™ and |
“objects to their mock cowboys and Indians
shootout.”
The Shriners do an outstanding job of per-

in the parade. They are one of the

have brought attention to behavior in a public
setting. At the least, we will all probably
become more cognizant of ourselves. That
can't hurt,

Do research or

onating money to charities used to be
Densy. You drop some cash in a red kettle
at Christmas; put a few bucks in a plas-
tic jug in exchange for a Tootsie Roll, bag of
peanuta or a plastic poppy at a nlup light; or
write out a check to one of the major charities.
You figured the money was going to do some
good for the cause it was intended.
It's not so easy anymore. The number of
new charitiea is growing yearly, and more and
more they’re dialing you up on the phone or
sending you fliers asking for your monoy. Ono
group, the National Charities Inft ti
Bureau, pointa out that “cause-related mar-
keting” in our nation has incroased 504 por-
cent in the past decade, with spending hitting
$630 million in 1898,
Giving your ‘hard-earncd dollars to a chari-
ty is a'lot like spending money to purchase n
atock, buy a major appliance or visit a pricey
; it helps to conduct a bit of
research to make sure you get your money’s
worth, .
A recent atory in the Livonia Observer out-
lined the surprising findings of 4 woman who

" wanted to give money to the Make-A-Wish
Foundation, but foit like she was nearly duped
by & sound-alike non-profit group. Sho decided
to investigate and found out tho charity that
golicited her was something different thap the
better-knéwn Make-A-Wish; it was called

*Children’s Wish Foundation.

The woman checked with the Michigan

3t

take a chance

3 Glving your hard-earnod dollars
to a charity Is a lot like spending
money to purchase a stock, buy a
major appliance or visit a pricey
restaurant; it helps to conducta
bit of research to make sure you
get your money's worth.

industry standard is that “you have to spend a
dollar to earn a dollar.”

Howover, that isn't the utundnrd the non-

profit National Charitics Information Bureau
(NCIB) sots, Tho group supporta “informed
giving” and suggests spending atleast 60 per-
cent of income on programs. (The NCIB rates
the national Meke-A-Wish Foundation as
*moets all standards,” and the Children's
Wish Foundation as *NCIB requests for infor-
mation unanswered.”)

At the Attorney General's Office, Charita-
ble Trust Section Director Marion Gorton
pointa out that the U.S, SBupreme Court says
they can't tell charities how much to spend on
a cause — anly that the group must file finan-
cinl statements with the IRS. .

Donors interested in finding out more about
a charity are invited to call tho Bottor Busi-
ness Burcau, the Attornoy General's Office or
visnt, two Web sites that provido research on

it{es, The sites are www.ncib.org, which

Att 1's Office Charitabl
Section which says the two groupa aro among

. more than 50 “wish-type” charitics set up
nationally to grant the wishes of terminally ill
children. She also discovered that both chnrl-

rates charities na moeting their atandards or
not (with some shades in botween), and

www.guidestar.org, which is called “the

donor‘n g\udn to thu cheritable universe” and

table groupa were among tho many
‘tions that don't spend even most of their
income on their announced goals. *

In fact, many charities - including the
Michigan branches of those two wish groupa -
spand more of their income soliciting donn-
tiona than actually helping the leas fortunate,
according to the Attorney General's Offico; -

In defonse of the Children's Wish Found

“tion, a representative points out that the

ial roports on non-
prom groups.

If you don't want to do the research, you
can take your charices on your donation, Or,
you could tako the advice of Gorton of the
Attornoy Goneral's Office: Just donate your
money to local charity groups, since moat of
thom are volunteer-oriented and spend no
monoy on fund-raising, administration or
omployecs. Hoy, it's your money .

reasons our famlly does not misa the parade,
Tho ision team is ing and
the miniature cars are hysterical. The man
dressed ns an Arabian knight, or Aladdin as
our children call him (not a “saber-wielding
fanatic” as Karen Bolsen describes'him), gives
laughs to all. We all hope the cowboy and Indi-
an show stops in fmnt of us so we can ace
everything,

Karen Bolsen says people have asked, “Why
i8 this still going on? Aren't we passed that?”
Past what, humor? Bigotry and raciam should
not be tolerated, but overall as a society we
aro losing the ability to laugh at ourselves. We
are not thin-skinned, and we can judge for
ourselves what is offensive. We do not need a

Commit to journey

Tho mission of the Call to Action Coalition is ,

to simply (1) further the expansion of drug
and violence prevention initiatives and, (2) to

_create a more intolerant, yet caring attitude

toward behaviors that threatou the health and

safety of our child t the

nities of Farmington/Farmington Hills,
Members of the coalition commit to become

more educated on topics relating to drugs and

violence, and to design and lmplnmcnt nt least |’
y tha

one project or prog
es drug and violence preventmn

Farmington Families in Action, a load orga-
nization within the coalition, devotes its entire
mission to educating the community about the
dangers of substanco abuse.

Thus the coalition wishes te formally com-
mend Farmington Families in Action and
Farmington Public Schools for the GRIP con-
ference, which was held on April 3 and 4 and
featured Milton Creagh.

Milton's presentation was honest and pow-
erful as he encouraged both parents and teens
to become more accountable and responsible
for breaking the cycle of denial and shame
surrounding illegal drug use and addiction.
Many have applauded the realism and the
credibility of Milton's performances.

FFIA eontmuca to preserve and commit to

watchdog group making our di on what
is appropriate, We, and 1 believe the majority
of citizens, take the Shriners’ show for what it
is - entertainment.

1If the city loaes the Shriners, they will be
losing a big draw for the festival, The parade
brings residents dnwnuwm. and in turn they
stay a while lenger to enjoy the rest of tho fes-
tival,

I ask that the residents of
Farmington/Farmington Hills call Mayor Bxll
Hartsock at city hall at 474-6600 and tell him
we are in favor of the Shriners staying in the
parade with all their units just the way they
are.
If we do not voice our opinion, the Shriners
will be quictly puahcd aut by a minority of
peaple with a loud voice, without the majority
of us apeaking out.

Scott and Kathleen Thomas
Farmington Hills

This gi ta organi-
zation survives on volnm.eerism and has
already begun to plan October Month, 2000,
one of the valuable projects designed by FFIA,

Volunteers are already needed to imple-
ment this worthwhile project. If you wish to
volunteer or become involved with FFIA, con-
tact Marie Stahl, co-president of FFIA at 476-

Kudos to Farmington Familics In Action.
Wha are glad that you continue to “commit to
the journey” to drive positive changes for our
communitics.

John Cotter, president, Call to Action
Estrales Michael "

director, Call to Action
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OUR MISSION: “Because we publish community newspapers, we think ubaul commumty,mumalum

in a fundamentally different way than our bigger
ities they cover, &

lves to be
in to write the unusual or

They

indtpendent from the stories and
lonal and then dashing off to cover

ki

else, We regard ourselves as both accurate

Journalists and as carmg citizens of the communities where we work.”

— Philip Power
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