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POINTS OF VIEW

What if judicial candidates could say what they really think?

Court are elected statewide. Can-

didates are nominated respective-
Jy.at the stato Ropublican and Democ-
ratic conventions, but they nppear on
the November ballot as “non-parti-
san” judicia! candidates,

+ Most votera have no idea who
they're voting for, much lesa the qual-
ifications and judicial philosophy of
tHa candidates. Moreover, in recent
ydars enormous amounts of moncy -
24 much as $1 million for one cam-
pé!g!ﬂ - have been raised to finance
these campaigns, giving the distinct
impression that justice in Michigan"

J usatices of the Michigan Supreme

Thomas, who worked hia way through
college and law school on the assem-
bly line, has an excellent roputation
s a thoughtful, balanced and thor-
ough judge, In fact, he was ranked
among tho top 10 judges in the
Detroit metro area in a 1991 article in
Detroit Monthly magazine,

1 asked Judge Thomas what the
Jjudicial canons of ethica allowed him

)

— .
- gag rule that insurcs
he talks in irrelovan-

N cics.
8§ And when Election
Day rolls around this

‘ / thing he will be nearly
Y B as unknown across

priup thestateasheis
POWER todsy.

to talk about while Not
much, it turns out. Ho can talk about
decisions he has made, but enly if the
casa is all over and not before an
appellate court. He can discuss his

ighest court is up for sale to the
ighest bidder/contributor, And, given
t}e increasingly partisan cast the
edurt and it decisions have demon-
atrated in recent years, it's not sur-
prising the political rhetoric has
become increasingly shrill and
unseemly.

«Thia is n terrible system. Consider
bat two current examples.

: Last week, I received a visit from
Wayne County Circuit Court Judge
Edward Thomas, who almost certain-
Iy will bo & Democratic Party nomince
fu:r Supreme Court justice, Judge

=

judicial philosophy, but he can't talk
nbout any matter of subatance that
might ever come before the Supreme
Court.

After our conversation, I made o
note to myself: “Ed Thomas is real
nice guy. He's smart, decent, thought-
ful, down to carth. Too bad he’s run«
ning for Supreme Court.”

‘What I meant {s that Judge
Thomas is about ta be caught in the
maw of big-time judicial politics in
Michigan. He'll have to raiso tons of
money, campaiga day in and day out
throughout the state, take lots of
nbuse from his opponents and suffer a

So whether he wins
or loaes is littlo more than a crap
shoot. That's a lousy way to pick a
Supremo Court justice.

Example two has to do with the
flap that arose last week surrounding
Robert Young Jr., who was originally

inted to the Michigan Si
Court by Gov. John Engler and who
almost certainly will be a Republican
Party nominee for election this fall.

Young, whe is African American,
was the target of a flier put out by the
Michigan Democratic Party and dis-
tributed at the recent National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Col-
ored People (NAACP) dinner in
Detroit. The flier asscrted that Judge
Young is a “staunch believer that
Brown va, Board of Education was
wrong.” (*Brown” is the landmark

H Most voters have no Idea
who they're voting for, much
less the qualifications and
Judiclal phliosophy of the

November, it's o suro~— candidates.

case outlawing racial segregation in
schools.)

Young promptly wrote Mark Brow-
er, Democratic State chairman, say-
ing that “this statement is a lie ... an
attempt to create an ugly, racist cam.
paign to impugn me as Michigan's
only sitting African American justice.
Such virulent race-baiting has no
place in our political discourse.”
Young pointed out that he is on the
record (in an Aug. 22, 1999, editorial
in the Detroit News) as being “a bene-
ficiary (of Brown) — and I think soci-
ety in a beneficiary — of ending segre-
gation,” Ho also demanded a retrac-
tion and a public apology, as well as
threatened a lawsuit.

Brewer says Young told a group of
lawyers last year that “Brown was
wrongly decided.” And, indeed, it's
been a long line of srgument among

conscrvative jurists that lots of U, 8, »

Supreme Court decisions are based on™

“sociology” rather than hard law. So
it’s entirely possible Young may sgree
with the substance of the Brown va.
Board of Education opinion while at
the same time disngreeing with ths
juridical logic the Supreme Court
used to reach its decision.

So what are we to roake of the
whole brouhaha? Just this. It's the
most current ekample of how politiciz-
ing the selection of Michi
Court justices has resulted in parti-
san rhetoric thut is shrill and
unacemly,

Don't hold your breath, but
wouldn't it be great if all the candi-
dates, Democratic and Republicad
alike, actually said what they no
doubt think and condemned our sys-
tem of electing justices for the fraud it
really is.

Phil Power is chairman of Home-
Town Communications Network Inc.,
the company that owns this newspa-
per. He welcomes your comments,
either by voice mail at (734) 953-2047,
ext. 1880, or by e-mail at ppower@
homecomm.net

LETTERS

Shame

iscrimination is alive and well in
Farmington Hills in 2000,
'We are the owners of a beautiful
mbnufactured home we have put up
for sale in Marywood Estates Mobile
Home Park, a community for resi-
dents 65 and over. My understanding
ofithe Fair Housing Law is that one
-reident haoa to be at least 55, and
tHat a limited number of exceptions
csin be made as long as there are no
children under 18. We had a bona fide
purchaser age 76 — along with his son,
44, and daughter.in-law, 46 ~ who
changed his mind and withdrew his
offer after the park owner tald the
olfler gentleman, *If something hap-
péna to you, your son and his wife
- wbuld have to move.”
! In November of 1888, when we pur-
chased the home, my husband was 64

planned

and I was 48. At that time I asked the
park owner if [ would have to move if’
that situation occurred and was told,
“Oh no, of course not.” Shame on peo-
ple who' make up their own rules as
they go along.
Karen Wolf
Farmington Hills

Deserves better

have been upset ever since I read

your article in the newspaper
regarding the Memorial Day parade
and going over Wally Christensen’s
head to get o Vietnam mother to place
a wreath in her son's name. We know
she has her reasons.

I know that Wally and his wife,

Lorraine, have worked on the parades
each year from before one parade

ome Se Wht's New...

at

Peachwood Inn’s
Open House

3500 W, South Boulevard, Rochester Hills
(between Adams & Crooks)

Saterday, May 20, 2000
12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

In honor of National Nursing Home
Week, we have planned a fun-filled day for
the entire family. Many activities have been
including face painting, moon

walk, clowns, hot air balloon
demonstration,d horse drawn wagon rides
an

much more!

islocated in
easily nece

0]
l—l‘JIl 59,
Lpet

frum .78

Peachwood Inn
Norden Court

Rochester Hills,

Bring the entire
family and have
some fun!

(2
3500 W.

Crory

achwad Innf

48) 852-7800

South Blvd, Rochester Hills

ends for the next year’s parade. He
places his themes in sequence cach
time. The 50th anniversary of tho
Korean War is a specinl time. It takes
many hours, days, weeks and months
to prepare. Wally has met these chal-
lenges each time with many, many
hours and with his family behind him
in these projects, .

On the Honor Board in the haliway
at the American Legion Post there are
many names with parents, spouses
and children working there at the
post and serving the needs of the post
in many ways. No one demanded
requests in return — juat remembering
the memory of their loved ones.

Wally and his wife have worked so
hard for the city of Farmington and
Farmington Hills preparing for these
parades to the delight of thousands of
viewers on the sidewalks along the
parade route. Wally gave speeches,

selling his cause and getting the
money and donations in the articles
he needs to present a good story for
his themes.

The pictures blown up and posted
on the walls of the Legion are proof of
his dedication. Themes that took him
and his wife and also post members a
year to ncquire.

I make an apology to Wally and
Lorraine. It's not us all who want to
go over you to get what they want. We
do nppreciate all your works and dedi-
cation to the United States Armed
Forces in preparing for these special
affairs. Your heart is in the right
place. Your hours of volunteering are
averwhelming. Pleasc don't stop. We
need people like you here in the city
to do the good you do.

hands, baseball, the bingo, Las Vegas
nights, parades, poppies, chaplain
work for the American Legion. You
are out in force for all. You and your
wife deserve better than the last edi-
torial in the Observer.

1 know you have many workers at
the post who assist you in these spe-
cial events and they need to be
thanked a8 well for their dedication to
the causes. It takes more than the two
of you doing s good job and they are
behind you 100 percent. We all are,
and I'm sure that many a reader of
the Observer and the citizens of
Farmington and Farmington Hills
will say the same.

Jackie and Bob Dix |

Farmington

Putting flags at the cemetery would  sasswes————c—"

not miss one military person. Has
their list carefully planted in their

10~-20% OFF most items!
: May 18th-May 21st

AEDCA,

Surve up t0 209 off Heslop’s
everplay low prices on
mast giftware, dinnerwery,
stemuurr, and flatusre.
Choase from among such
Sfamous names as Atlantis,
Block, Criseal J.G. Durand,
Fitz and Flewd, Neritake,
Gerbam, Mikasa, Lenox,
Nikko, Pickand, Oneida, Reed
&2 Burton, Rosenthol, Royal
Doulron, Rowad Wortester,
Spode, Dansk, ¥illerey {3
Boch, and Tovle,

Sale does mot initude sevhmg
siker glarsiare. Normal

exchoiony appdy. Please ask a
wilrspersen for detaihs.

Visit us at our Web sites
www.heslops.com

Metro Detroit:

Dearborn Heights, The Heights
(313) 274-8200 (Ford Rd. berween
Inkster and Beech Daly)

Livania, Merri-Five Plaza

(734} 522-1850 (On carner of Five
Mite and Merriman)

Novi, Novi Town Center

Sterling 1 feights, Eastiake Commons
{810) 247-8111 (On comer of | 1) R,
and Hayes Rd)

Troy, Oakland Mall+ (248} §89-1433
West Bloomfiekd, Orchard Mall

(248) 737-5080 (Orchardt Lake & 15 Mile)

Outstate:
Ann Arbor, Colonnade * (734) 761-1002

(248) 349-8090 (On Eisenhower Py, west of . )
Meadawbrook Village Bri d Mall Receive a pair of
Mall = (248) 375-0823 Grand Rapids, Breton Village Mall *Vincennes flutes for just
St.Clair Shotes « (810) 778-6142 (616)957-2145 (Breton Rd. and $9.95 " ’
21429 Mack Ave. (North of Eight Burron R4 p . M‘“”"‘d 0! P""“’MI :
Mile Rd) Ohemon, Meridian Mall+ (517) 3494008 10000 during owr sale!
(A $30.00 value,}
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