Buying new suit
is a rite of
passage for son

road shoulders tapering down

to a thin waist announce you

have moved beyond childhood,
forcing mo to admit to myself you are,
indeed, a young man.

And tonight your dad and 1 did

hing that was infinitely more
painful than I ever imagined it would
be: we took you to the men's depart-
ment to buy you a new auit.

1 know what you're thinking: big
deall Who cares? It's just a suit.

But that's whare you're wrong.
Tonight represented a milestone in
both our lives.

You stand on the fitting-room stage
and I watch the scene unfold before
mo aa if I am somehow an outsider.
The salesmon remark about your
youthful form, cast a fow wistful
glances, perhaps reminiscing about
their own first suits, Dad smiles,
another man pata you on the shoulder

spending hundreds of dol-
lars on all the trimmings
re«{uired for the big night
ouf

BY DIANE GALE
ANDEEASS!

If there wns o
game, *"Who Wanta to
bo Broke?,” area high
school seniors attend-
ing prom would beo
good contestanta, .

Prom night for Holly Stockton and
Brian Horr, senfors at North Farming-
ton High School, is going to cost more
than $1,000. It will mean tapping into
thelr bank accounts and maybe getting
a little help from thoir parents, But
both think it's money well apent.

Stockton hasn't bought her dress,
yeot, but ahe plana on finding something
in o pastel color, “definitely not black.”
Sho expects it will cost her “around

00.”

*A lot of girls are spending $600
plus,” Stockton added, “The girls get
competitive in the way they look and
u;?t kind of takes some of the fun out
of it.”

Her budget also includes $50 for a
hair ut and styling nnd $25 for acrylic
nails. Tack on another $100 for shoes
and a purse to match her dreaa.

“And if you get your make-up done

and thero is a sense of you b inga
member of “the club.” In a flurry of
motter-of-fact activity, they mark
your pants for alterations with chalk
that will fade away, but the marks
written on my heart this evening are
indelible.

Knowing glance

Observing you, I catch a flash of a
smile, o knowing glance I have never
seen on your face before. Five minutes
in the dressing room seem like noth-
ing more than an obligatory trial to
you and Dad, but it feels like a major
emotional incident in my life.

Who is that handsome young man?

Having a reputation for being over-
1y sentimental at times, I ponder this
possibility, testing the waters with a
question to Dad: “Is this situation
bothering you at ali?” But his anawer,
“What situation?,” Jeaves mo again to
my own thoughts.

*Wait!” I want to yell. “I'm not
ready! This is my child. My first ...
littlo ... boy ..." But of course, I can't
intervene in this rita of passage that
secms - porhaps only to me - so much
more significant than face value,

Like it or not, you are ready, diving
headlong into the uncharted waters of
manhood. Alrendy this experience
seems to have caused a major shift;
you are different, and fooling around
in the store on the way out, you are
held accountable, your proviously suc-
cessful childish excuses now flimsy
and ineffectual, The ealesman in the
computer department uncannily
seems to sensa the mood, remarking
that you are taller than your father,
l[zaw dare ho insinuate; how right he

Transported back

Immedintely I'm transported back
to your first haircut, your senaitivity
as a 5-year-old, your first experience
with a friend. When I look at you, 1
still see vestiges of & sweet innocent
face boarding the kindergarten bus
for the very firat time, And for an
instant I wish I wero your dad, to be
akle to merely take this in stride, con-
sider it an interruption, a necessary
evil even,

Instead, another sign of se; tion,

Despite what you may think, my
oldest son, I don't spend my days anx-
jously and with great trepldation ery-
ing about your inevitable growth and
devolopment. At moments such as
these, 1 am bey to recognize a
pexIlanz. bittersweet sense of love
and pride mixed up together, and
oceasionally tears mark the realiza-

0.

At these moments, I am eye-to-eye
with reality's stun ... that we can't
.ever go back, that you will never
again be that 6-month-old in red cor~
duroy overalls, the precocious annke
and reptile expert, digger of deep
holes on the boach. That I probably
won't see you in the old tire swing too
many more times,

A small sense of panic grips mo
within, because there's so much I
want to teach you, talk to you about,
lnugh about, but there's so littls time.
Among the lessons the new suit
teaches me is that I'm not the center
of your life and haven't been for same
time, though you're still at the very

There i» simply no denying the
truth, that your journey away will
now me exponeutial, not linear.
You are.so quickly putting the

(p ionally) it will be about $20,
because you have to buy something,”
sho explained.

Add up “all the little things,” like
nylons and earrings and there goes
another $100.

Then there is a boutonniere sho
must buy for Brian. She plane on
spending about $10 for that.

How is ahe going to foot the bill?
“I'm hoping my parents will help out,”
she said after a moment's thought.

“When you stand back and look at
the big picture and look at how much
it's costing the guy and the girl, you
say, y don't we save this money and
do something more fun?” she safd.

Something memorable
But the prom is once and *it's some-
thing memorable,” Stockton added.
Mennwhile, her date, Brian Horr,
also o senlor at North Farmington, is
oxpecting to pay nbout $100 to rent his
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Dress shopping: Holly Stockton took her boyfriend Brian Horr along to Parisian in Laurel Park
Place mall for his input on the dress. Both seniors at North Farmington High, they've been dating

for a year and a half.

tuxedo.

His biggest expense for the night
will be the prom tickets and renting a
limousine. The May 30 prom at the
Dearborn Inn (which includes dinner)
costs $110 per couple, or $55 for one
ticket. Harrison High School’s May 31
prom at tho Southfield Manor is $80 n
couple. And Farmington High School's
June 8 prom, also at the Dearborn Inn,
costs $80 per couple,

“I've heard n few complaints about
how the guys get stuck paying the tick-
ets, but I haven't really heard a lot of
complaints,” Horr sald.

Limo costs vary

He hadn't priced the cost of limou.
sines, Costs vary between $60 and
$1560 an hour depending on the vehicle
and how many passengers it holds,
usually between eight and 14 people.

“You get what you pay for,” accord.
ing to Ross Green, owner of Distinct
Limousine in Farmington.

Horr ia also figuring on paying
“around $30" for Stockton’s wrist cor-
sage.

*And if we end up doing stuff after-
ward and Bo out, there's food and

ovi " he said, R
Horr, who works during the summer,

T Ploaso see PROM COSTH, B2

Cantor's assembly

‘Shir Joy’ to honor long-time cantor

BY MARY RODRIQUE
BTAYY WRITER

ot

Joining Frieder during the annual
gnnmn 'Anembly 53rd International

In the current hit movie Xeeping the
Faith, much of the action takes place
inside a synagogue presided over by a
young rabbi played by Ben Stiller,

In one memorable scens, a cantor is
singing prayers before an uninspired
congregation when Rabbi Ben decides

will be Larry
Vieder, cantor emeritus of Adat
Shalom; Howard Glantz, Adat Shalom
eantor; Alisa Pomerantz-Boro; Faith
Steinsnyder; Steven SBtuehr; Barry
Black; Y'Shayn Grama; Henrique Ozur
Bass; Jacob Ben Zion Mendelson; and
the Lachan Cholr of Toronto under the
direction of Cantor Benjamin Maies-

to spice things up by i g 8
hand-clapping, uplifting black Gospel

choir,

Raphpel Frieder — who plays the
stunned movie cantor — is among a
select few real cantors who will sing in
a free concert at Adat Shalom Syna-
goguo in Farmington Hills on Wednes-
day, Moy 24, in a performance that
promises to uplift its audience to the
same soulful heighta as a Gospel choir.

ner.

Performance open to all

The performance, called Shir Joy,
will begin at 8 p.m. and is open to all.
Tickets are avajlable at Adat Shalom,
§49“901 Middlebelt, north of Thirteen

e,

The concert, vhich culminates a
week-long conference — the first ever
held in Michigan — will be a
tribute to Vioder, who has
dedicated 40 years service as
cantor,

“The cantor does the chant-
ing. He la the soloist for wod-
dings, funerals, services, holi-
days - every day of the
week,” explained Vieder, who
started with Adat Shalom
when the congregation wae
located at Curtis and Liver-
nois in Detroit, He was hired
by Adat Shalom in 1860 as
associate cantor and Torah
reader.

The synagogue relocated to
Farmington Hills in July
1872 and Vieder stayed with
his duties until retirement in
1893. Ho still keeps an office
in the synngogue and stays
active except for a few
months overy winter in Flori-
da now,

Born in 1923 in Czechoslo-
vakia, Vieder began singing
at an early age. During the
Holoenust, he lost his par-
enta, two sistora and four
brothers ~ his entire family.

*“They took me to a Hungar-
jan labor camp. I ran away to
Russia and joined the Czech

1<t

i

Attention
touches

Korean-era
War vet

When former Army Ranger John
Daul maorches in the Memorial Day
arade in Farmington May 28, hia
eart will be with his brother, Jim,
who was severely wounded in Korea
and who was buried with full military
honors in Arlington National Cemetery

1,

John, who was a field first sergeant
of n heavy weapons company statesido
during the Korean War, was responsi-
ble for training 260 men. His brother
Jim was awarded the Bronze Star for
Valor, Purple Heart and Combat
Infantryman badge. |

*Karea was not long after World War
II. We still had that taste of patrio-
tism,” ho said recently,

A Farmington resident for 21 ycars,
retired from Ford Motor Co., Daul is
“thrilled to death” that Korean-era war
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On Parade: John Daul will
march in the Farmington B
Memorial Day parade May 28,
which will spotlight Korean
War era veterans.
rative to hia family members, L
*“We often elude to Korea as the ‘for-
gotten war,’ but a lot of men and
women gave their livea,” he said. :
The Farmington area committee to
honor veterans of the Korean War eca
is stil) looking for veterans of the
armed forces who served from 1860-53,
They will march as a group in the
ington M ial Day parade ~

voterans are boing this
year for their wartime service.

Remembered after 50 years
“It's nice to finally be remembered
after 50 yoars, We recently had a com-
of the 256th y of
the end of the Vietnam War. We lost
58,000 men and women lln u'w 11 years

vintage cars of the era will carry veter-
ans unable to walk the parade route.
The Farmington Hills SBenior Activities
Contor's annual *Stars and Stripes”
program in November will include
apecial saluto to theas veterans, M

The commemorative period officially
bogins Junur 265, 2000 ~ the 50tk

our eountry was fnvolved, . In
the Kercan War from 1960 to 1963 we
lost over 54,000 mon and women -
almont a8 many in just three years,”
Daul enlisted in the Illinols National
Guard in Decomber’ 1848, right after
graduation from high schoal.
“As it turns out, our 44th infantry
division was federalized in 1851‘ to
"

y of tha o war
— and officially closes Nov. 11, 2003,
The idea is to thank and honor thoge
veterans and their families for their
service, especially those who loat loved
ones; recognize and remember the pris-
oners of war and those miasing in
action, and provide the public with'a
clearer understanding of the Korean
War, C flaga are avail-

fight in the war, As a result, [ 1

cd for another threc year term which
carried mo through two yoars of active
military servico and a final sixth year
of inactive veserve.”

Daul, the father of nine children and
grandfather of nn even dozen, has writ-
ten a letter about his war experience
and this year’s Korean War

able for anfe from the Farmington area
Chamber of Commerce. g

The committee is nlso looking for vet-
erans willing to speak to students in
Farmington Schools as past of a living
history program.

For more information on events, call
‘Wally Chri at 474-8564. R

mrodrique @oe.homecomm.net




