The Plymouth Community
Arts Council’s teen drama
club presents Moliere’s time-
less farce, “Tartuffe” 8 p.m. at
the Joanne Winkleman Hulce
Center for the Arts, 774 N.
Sheldon at Junction, Ply-
mouth. Admission is by dona-
tion. All proceedc benefit the
teen drama club, call (734)
416-4ART.

Meet artists and enjoy a vari-
of entertainment during

Plymouth is Artrageous, 11

a.m. to 5 p.m. in downtown

Plymouth on Main Street, Ann
Arbor Trail and Penniman.

FREAN i 1\{E
More than 100,000 flats of
plants will be offered for sale
at the 34th Annual Flower
Day 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. at East-
ern Market in Detroit. Perfor-

by local icians 9
a.m. to 3 p.m., mini art fair.
Shuttle service available from
the Detroit Institute of Arts 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. Call (313) 833-
1660 for details.
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‘pot in clay.

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
BTAF? WUTRL R
lehomin®oe.homecomm.net

Blues, brklava und art works — the
Grecktown Arts Festival drings out
thé best in all three, so it’s no won-
der crowds continue to flock to the
historic area year after year in
search of n good timo.

The long and steady parado of visi-
tors appoals to top artists from
across the country, and makes for o
atrong show of
ialent,

it home.

*It's tho intimato setting of Greck-
town. It's a special place with all the
great restaurants, bakorles and fine
shops,” said Dave Roborts, fostival”

" coordinator, “It is tho only art festl-
val held on the stroets of downtown

. Detroit with historic buildinga from
tho 18th century.”

It's no coincidonco that visitors
will find artists domonstrating their
craft just es they do at the Ann
Arbor Summer Art Falr becauso tho

Michigan Guild’s boon putting on sho solls,

that show for 30 years, Now in ita
10th year, the Grecktown Arta Festi-
val showenses many popular ole-
ments of the Ann Arbor fair. The
Guild's Imngination Station is
alwnys a hit with. children who
enjoying making art and then taking

Tho Festival Stage brings talented
.musicians to tho streets and tours
give a glimpaoe inside the historic
Greektown buildings. The Laikon
Cafo, Fishbone's, the Old Shillelagh
and the Music Monu Showcase Bar

Celin Block looks for-
ward to returning to the
Greektown Arts Festival
because of the atmos.
phere. The West Bloom-
ficld artist began bring-
ing her painted silk jock-
ets, scarves and shawls
to the show in 1996,
Block designs, paints

-and sows every garment

‘SIGHTS, SOUNDS, FOOD WILL DAZZLE
CROWDS FOR 10TH YEAR

it's in Qreoktown,”
Whimsical wonders

F“wt:wnm Prosented by & Grill offer s varicty of ways for {riends and make new ones at the
When: 5-30p.m. | the Greoktown fair goors to rest and refresh. festival. A gradunte of Clarencevillo
Filday, Moy 19; Merchanta Asso- *There’s new artists, a lot of excit- High School in Livonia, Dark pri-
110.m.t010, cintion and the ing new media and a lot of really marily salla his stonowaroe vessels
om. gg‘."’""' Michigan Guild of great entertainment with Larry and tablo top fountains at showa in
,,g,, 10 6 p.m Artists and Arti- McCray nnd the phenomenal gospel the south whero he's won acvoral
Sundoy, Moy 21 | sona, this year's group The Mighty Royal Lighta of o0 800
Where: Monrod, featival fentures IhP Tru Light Temple,” .
Booubionand St | 128 oxhibitors said Roberts. “Over the
‘D:“"’;'l‘: nats n | working in medin ycars, we've improved on
(87n Gaeex. | Tanging - from the stage area and enter,
TOWN for meve painting to pho- tninment. In the early p
Informetion, tography, sculp- years there werce no

turo, glass, clny, headliners or big name

fiber and jewelry draws”

Fridoy-Sunday, May 19-21. . Wearable art

*I'grow up in Dotroit and have
been going to Groektown sinco I was
a child,” sald Block, ™I lovo tho arca.
I like the rostauranta, the atreot
ambtance. My whole family wants to
visit ma during the festival bocause

Tho Grovcktown Arts Fostival is
*'giving Stevon Dark a chanco to visit
his family in Livonia, The Alabama
potter hasn't beon back for u fow
years 80 he's hoping to sco some old

Bluesman’s -
new material:
‘rocks harder

BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
8CRBO. m.hommmm.net

Nearly n decade since the rolease of
Ambition, an album that launchod
Larry McCray's musical carcer, the
Arl born and Sagi bred gui-
tarist confirma his statuas as one of tho
moat powerful bluesman around as he
prepares to kick out new tuncs at the
2000 Greektown Arta Festival,

With a new album in tho works, the
man who last declared he was Born b
Play The Blues (1998) returne {o
Detroit to celebrate the 10th year of
the festival. McCray is more than
ready to showcase new songs like Blues
1s My Busincss, Love Gone Bad and the
tentativo title track Believe it, Whilo he
said the music he’s been playing for
yeara hasn't changed much, it has'
shifted focus "in terma of what peoplo
aro into at the time.” Today, blues has
to appeal to rock, reggne, soul and R&B,
audiences, '

“People are into very rhythmic
.music,” said McCray, in a telophone
interview on May 9. “You have to do
these things to continue to survive”

McCray’s new material “rocks hard-
er,” contains o wide array of rhythms
and atrong vocals, but nevor striyd
from ita bluesy arigins, I came from a
history of it,” snid McCray, *My family
wore blues listeners and musiciana
before me. I always needed music with
moro of an inner soul.”

Influences

Influenced by greats Jimi» Hendrix,
George Benson and Wes Montgomery,
McCray will be featured as the opening
night headliner for the Grecktown fes-
tival. *We're just gonna try to have an
intonso show,” he said. “I'm really anx-
ioua and happy to have new music
available for the people. I think the
time is right for the band.”

The time is right in Detroit to cele-
hrate apring and thoe beginning of out-
door fentivals aa well, As the Greek:
town Arta Feativn! begina to heat up,
the musienl line up is aure to emit
sounds of coal blues and steamy funk,
To kick off the festival Friday night,
The Brothera Groove start their
ongines at 6 p,m., blending funk, jozz,
rock nnd blues into something undefin-
ably delicious. While si /keybonrdist
Chris Codish hns played the feativa
with the likes of Johnnie Bnssett and
Thornettn Bavis — who also return this
yenr - it's a firat for The Brothers

Plonas noo BLUESMAN, C7

Comlc}bﬁook convention more than kids’ stuff

The ailvor ago of comic bogks may havo passed long
ngo - thanks to video gimes-and computers ~ but tho

genro ia for from dead. 5.;. Wi

In reality, it's branched out, croating new categories
and ing different audi icularly older
readers, .

Otherwise, attracting more than 300 comic artists
from ncross the country to participate in an avent
Jike Motor City Comic Con, Friday-Sundny, May 18-
21 at the Novi Expo Center, would bo impossible.

“Thero are quite a fow comic booka writton for the
mature reader today,” sald Michaol Goldman of Farm-
ington Hills, president of Motor City Conventions and
tho founder of Comic Con. “Qno of the biggest sterco-
typos about comic books ia that thoy’re for little kids,
’l;hdzru ara comic books for 8-year-olds and 60-year-
olda” -

In jts 11th yoar, Comic Con focuscs an two aspects
of popular culture: comic books and teloevision and
film with a science-fiction angle, The event began o
a comic art convention and gradually grew to encom-
pass other arana of pop culture,

+ Cult favorites

So, in addition to tho hundreda of camic illustrators
and writera who come to talk about their craft or scll
and promato their work, Goldman tries to bring in
stars from cult favorites like Star Wars ond Star

Frakes, who plays

What: Motor City Commander William Riker on

Comic Con footuring Star Trek: The Next
hundreds of comic Gencration, is this year's fea-
creators sad tured colebrity guest.

colipetors, on

Surely, avid readers and col-
lectors of comic books, budding
strip illustrators and sci-fi
fanatica have been anticipating
Comic Con for montha.

Howevor, the general public

sppaarance by actor
Jonathan Frakes, who
ptays Commandar
Willlom Riker on Star
Trok Now Gonaration,
pop culture .

coflectibles and more

Whan: Friday.-Sundoy, {:g.y find the event of intereat,
m,?ﬁé. Expo To begin with, there's a
‘Center, 43700 Expo hodge-podge of pop culture
Centar Drive merchandise and activitiea ot

Tickets: $15 per doy
with threo-dey and
childron‘a passss

Comic Con.
Film scripts, both signed

games, toys, action figures and ather collectiblea,

The Anime Club of Michigan (Anime refors to
Japancse animation) will run fentures of the form in
a private screoning room. BN

Once more, the show may cven convert a fow nons
believera into comic book lovers, Tho Friends of Luly,
n group of comic book fana who promote the form to
women, plan to attend.

Others may simply discover how the form hns
evolved, nccarding to Goldman,

*The storica aro really written for adults,” he naid.
*There's been a big place In the market for comics
that are intelligontly writton, They're not just about!
tho guy in spandex flying off to save someone, They're
comics for thinking.”

Entertainment experience

Besides, comic booka offer a unique entortainment
expericnce, sald Goldman,

“When you take great art and great storytelling
and put it together, there's nothing like it. Not oven
telovision. For me, comics have nlwnys allowed me to

originals and repr
are available for purchnso.
Othor finds include Pokomon

svaitable at o
discount; call (248)
8456068

uso my i ion. It's not like tal , which ia
i kind of mindl Comica astill require you to
think.”




