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Fore!
Get excited about golf
this summer by
reading our special
section inslde this
issue.

ton Hills Ice Are

na’s
Fourth Annual Ice Show,
co-sponsored by the arena
and the Hills Figure
Skating Club at 7:30 p.m.
Admission is $7 for
adults, $6 for seniors and
children 6 and older.
Children 5 and under are
free. Tickets may be pur-
chased at the Ice Arena,
36600 Eight Mile Road.

Meeot: The Farmington
Hills City Council will
meet at 7:30 p.m. in coun-
cil chambers, 31665 11

Musleal: Dunckel Middle
School will perform an
instrumental concert at
7:30 p.m. Call 489-3677.

Jobs galore: A special
Jobs and Careers page in
today’s issue features
information about Jobs
2K, a comprehensive )
overview highlighting
employment opportunities
in the restaurant, food
and beverage
industry./GL

Congrats grads: Your
Observer newspaper
salutes the Class of 2000
in today's issue./D8

Apartments/E11 Malis/C6

Arts/C3 Movies/C4
Automotive/HB New Homes/E1
Classified/EQH -  Obituarics/AB
Classified Reat Estoto/EL
index /&8 Service Guide/He
Crossword . Sports/BL
Puzrlo/ET Teste/D1
Jobs/@a Travel/C8

3174710006 . 4

Your hometown newspaper serving Farmington and Farmington Hills for 113 years

- hometownnewspapers.net .-

Farmington, / Fasmington Hills, Michigan

Flourishing: Jerry Young of Farmington
while his wife, Lyla, paints the detail. He starte

Al about toys

Hills cuts and asaerhbles the handmade toys,
d with one mail truck about 25 years ago.
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crafted.

He turned hobby into business

Handmado: This 1909 Buick is the first car Jerry Young

BY TRACEY BIRKENHAUER
STAY? WRITER

You can't help but think of
Santa Claus when you meet Jerry
Young.

The jovial, 70-year-old toy
maker from Farmington Hills has
made wooden toys for sbout 26
years when his firat grandchild
was a baby and grandpa thought
he needed a wooden mail truck.

That one mail truck has blos-
somed into 8 flourishing
habby/business for Young, who
sells toys throughout the area at
festivala and other kend
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Council:
Maintain
services

@ A public hearing on the

proposed 2000-01 g-
ton budget is set for June §
at which time it is expected
to be adopted.

BY JOANNE MALIRZXWERT

BTAYY WRITXR

jmaliszewski@oahomecomm.net

Maintoining the services the city
now offera is the goal for the Farming-
ton City Council with the proposed
2000-2001 budget.

. That includes maintaining the tax
rate ot the same 16,14 mills. The rate
includes 10.68 mills for city operations
and services with the remainder divid-
ed among the road and sidewalk repair
programs and debt service. H

A resideat who owns a home with a
taxable value of $100,000 would pay
$1,614. This doea not include rates
levied by other taxing jurisdictions,
such as the scheols or county. K

*This budget is pretty straightfor-
ward,” said City Manager Frank
Lauhoff. “The direction from the city
cguncil is to just maintain our ser:
vices,” . -

The city council will hold a public
hearing on the proposed $9.6 miltion
budget June 6. The city council in
expected to adopt the budget later in
that meeting. The city charter requires
the council to adopt the budget no later

Rec: Park
isn’t the

‘cat’s meow

BY JoN1 HUBRED
STAY? WRITER
Jhubred®oe homecomm.net
Has the iden of a park that allows
pets gone to the doga in Farmingtan

That's the question council members
will face Monday night, as they consid-
er whether to allow residents to walk
their canine companions in city parks.
’Ll‘he *dog park™ concept .h“ been

events.

With a tube of wood glue, Young
pasembles o baby buggy in his
modest, basemant shop. There, he
makes hundreds of toys a year in
about 80 varietics, from firetrucks
to vintage cars to golf carts. The
bottom of ench toy is atamped

Pleasc sce T0YS, A4

Student rolls his
talents into one act

BY TIM STt
BTAFY WRITER
tsmlth@oe.homecomm.uot

‘When it comes to making a production out of it at
Farmington High School, there's a good chance senior
hew Gwynn how is lved.

Gwynn recently was one of the lead
school's winter musical “Damn Yankees.”
iny and directin;
ing Wednesday’s “A Night of One Acts.”

octors in the

Now, he's writ-
g original materinl to be porformed dur-

Tho middle play of tha program, scheduled to begin at
7:30 p.m. in the FHS auditorium, is Gwynn's romantic

comedy titled “Three Little Words.” He wrote it. He's'

directing and producing it. And, if ho gets the itch, audi-
ence mombers might not be too surprised to also sce him

Jjump back on the atage.

«[ atill like being an actor the most,” Gwynn gaid, dur-
ing a rehearsal broak Inat week. “Boing on stage is where

ull the magic is focused, It's pretty cool.”

But ho is pretty excited about his creation, about how

it might bo received by the audience.

gh
“It's a littlo frightening,” Gwynn said, ebout writing a

play. “But It's very rewarding, when

you see something

you worked on being performed and laughed at and cried

at.” .

Ha ien't the only llydent who is heavily involved with

*“A Night of One Acta.

Alsa on the plnybl!ll aro tho David Ives-penncd “Words,

Ploase soo ACY, A7
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Production: Farmington High School drama stu-
dent Matt Guynn wrote the play “Three Little
Words.” Fellow students Meghan Osborne, John

”

Sloan 111, Devon Leigh and Ashley Marshall
helped with the production.

died about and g ly booted
from discussion by a majority of council
members. But dog lovers just won't be
dissuaded from asking that their
canine pals have o place in which they
can roam free.
Recent lettors from constituents led
officials to bounce the idea back to the
Parks and Recreation Commission

Plcase sce PARK, A7

Apartment
plans upset
neighbors

BY JONi HUBRED
BTAYY WRITSR
jhubred@os.homecomm.net

Residents who live near a proposed-
multi-family development near Eight
Mile Road and [-276 couldn't speak
when the project was introduced at
‘Thursday night's Farmington Hills
Planning Commission meeting.

Still, that didn’t stop them from
expressing their displeasure with a
proposal for 250 apartments in an area
where traffic is alrendy snarled during
rush hour, When Vice-chair David
Haron refuscd to vote on the issue
because of a Village Green mailing he
thought inappropriato, his departure
drew o round of applause.

A second commissioner lelt during o
discussion about traffic at Eight Mile
and 1-275, Commissioner Khalil Ataa
learned the company's traffic consut.
tant s a firm in which heisa principal
partoer. He excused himself from fur-
ther discussion. . !
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