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Artists happy to
let audience
judge their work

rtista like Nancy Walls Smith
ro mlnuding the trend
non-juried shows, which
allow members of groups such a8
Thred Citics Art Club and the Visual
Arta Association of Livenin to display
thelr work if they so choose, As an
exhibitor with Threa Citics Art Club
and chairwoman of ita spring show
May 26-28, Walls Smith thinka the
absence of judging before entry
encournges creativity, especially in
fledgling nrticts,
But viewera can decide for them-

selves. The majority of tho art exhibit- -

ed in such shows is good as woll as
reasonably priced, which mokes it
even more attractive. Most artists
know when work is not up to par and
won't exhibit until their skilla
improve.

*Juried showa sometimes reflect tho
basic personal taste of a apecific
Juror,” snid Walls Smith. “The Three
Cities show is judged for prizes, but
membera are nover juried out, In that

way, the public gets to view a croas
section of the type of work each of our
members is doing.”

painted this vibrant watercol-
or after a trip to Kyoto,
Japan,

Watercolor

‘Walls Smith is looking forward to
exhibiting a watercolor painted in
momory of her son, Jason Alan Smith.
Tho Three Citiea show will be judged
by Eugene Smith, an art teacher for
‘Wayne-Westland Behools. In‘nddmon
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dricnno Brant James stood tall and proud as
she gazed around the Woodland Indians Trad-
ing Post and Indian World. The contemporary
paintingn, traditional beadwork and pottery were
created by her people.

From tha earth these nrtista create beauty. Their
spiritual journey is showcased in an bit of the
same title through Saturday, June 10, at the
gallery-like space in Redford,

Brant James wants vicwern to “experience the
culture and croativity of America’s first peoples.”
That's why she invited artists representing Wood-
1and Indian tribes auch as the Odawn, Onondaga,
Ojikwo, Mohawk, and Cherokee, These Native
American artista will exhibit their work in a group
show. Includod in the show are large acrylics by hor
Inte mother, Hazel Brant Mell, a Mohawk; paint-
ings by Nora Chapa Mendun' 'a West Bloomfleld
artiat and Coahulltecan Indian, And clay by Ply-
mouth potter and Mohawk Patricia Gardner.

Different attitude
*“Nativo artists have a differ-
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"NATIVE AMERICANS CREATE TRADITIONAL BEAUTY

third-biggest group in the area — tho Cherokee, Hor
oulnr photographs of the Everglades and the Hud-
son's implosion reveal an energy similar to that
found in the flower and garden lifo imagea she
exhibited at the Detroit Imt(l.uu ot Am three sum-
mera ago. The yell

al regalia dazzle the viewer with its vivld color and
movement.

Indian ancestry

Patricia Gardner treasures her roots as a
Mohawk. If it weren't for summers spent on Six
Nnunns Reserve with hor nunt, Sylvia Smith, a

the id mxght

nevar havo begun to work {n clay. Those carly years
led to her lovo for traditional pottery, which influ-
ences her work todoy. Gardner’s large sculptural
vessel at the front of the gallery beara a strong
resemblance to traditional Iroquois pottery. Gard-
nor accents the cornera af tho earth-colored work
with faces ing the four

“It's o traditional picce used long ago, the shape
and design,” aaid Gardner, who began working in
clay in 1879, “It's a fenst bowl. The guardian facea
represent the four dircctions, We use the four direc-

ent attitude toward their
work,” said Brant James,
“They’re not interested in sell-
ing it but the journey of creat.
ing it. They alwaya treat their
materials as sacred. If they
take something from Mother
bEnnS‘h , they give something

The show ropresents the
thres major groups of Native
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death o
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represent tho boauty of his life.
It s the club that helps Walls
Smith continue to work thraugh the

grlef after Jason's death, That's why
she's such a atrong advocate of the
group, which was founded in Ply-
mouth in 1867,

Three Cities Art Club held its first
outdoor oxhibit in 1867 in Kellogg
Park in Plymouth. The xmme comea -
from the group of Plymouth

« Northvills and Livonia nﬂnm who

founded it to promote an appreciation

of creativo art in the communitiea.
*It’s the only art club fn the Ply-

. mouth-Canton community,” said Walls

Smith, “Hapefully our show will be a
drlw for the many othor talented
artists in the area to join us and
share their gifts. We are not a high-
pmﬁh group at this time, but we *
. would certainly welcoma the opportu.
; nity to become ons by adding naw
artists to our roster” -
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Ameri living in the area.
The Three Fires Council
(Odawa, Potawatomi and Ojib-
wo) is sccond in size only to
the Iroquols, which consists of
eix nations or tribes, among
them the Mohawk. Ron Cur-
loy, a Mohawk of Six Nationa
Reserve in Ontario, carves tho
croation story from a deer
antler. An englo soars above
an evergroen in the mnjesti
plece springing forth from a
sonpstone carving of a turtlo,

8. Kay Young roprosents the

roots: Nora Chapa Mend,
and i images from her new series af retablos which are
encased in frames from Mexico.

exhibits paintings

.. BTATY PROTOS XY ToM FLANLEY
Insplred by ancestry: Patricia Gardner bases her contemporary clay work on traditional American Indian art.
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tions a lot in our religion”

It's apparent by looking at Sp(lﬂ:lll w
Gardner’s figurative vessel, -“‘l o N"‘;,’.
*Praying Woman,” and a yel- ons.
low harsa wall sculpture
that she's learned from some | Saturday, June 10,
of tha best artists working Hows are noon to &
h&zhﬂy' ed raku and o ;

0 studi u an: o
handbuilt coramicawith | et S rge”
Robert Pipenburg at Oak- Whers: Woodiand
land Community Colloge in | fndians Trading Post
Farmington Hills; wheel- ,80d Indtan W .
thrown ceramica with Bob | /28181 W. 81 Mie |
Black at Schoolcraft College, and (nhster
Livonia; ceramics and fine - :z"., Redford. For
arts with Kathy Dambach moce Information, calt
and Annette S:ﬂ'n at Henry | (313) 5359728
Ford C: Callege, -
Dearborn, and three-dimen-

sional design and ceramics at the Inatitute of Amor-
ican Indian Arts in Santa Fe, New Mexico,

“1 try to pull on the themes of Indian women and
legend,” said Gardner. “It's contemporary in that I
use modern techniques, Thoy didn't have kilns 600
years ago, Their clay was pit fired. I use high fire,
and that way it doesn't chip when transporting.”

Functional art

Soveral of the artists in tho show creata art that
can be used evory day. Soapstone carvings from Six
Nations serve n l‘un:tion in nddttiun to adding
beauty to an interior. The smudge pota are used to
burn sweet grass to purify the air or for meditation
purpoaes.

Joyce Barner Tinkham's dellcau bead work col-
ors jowelry with Native American design that can
bo worn as well as displayed on a shelf. A Nisga'n
Indian, Barner Tinkham shows mastery of the nee-
dloin the pillows, purses, vests and a dress sporting
o turtle pattern. Ceramics by Mohawks Elda, Leigh
and Steven Smith of Talking Earth Pottery tell sto-

ries

Warks by Arnold Aron Jacobs, Onondage; Le'Ana
Asher, Ojibwn. David Shananaquet, Odawa, and
Thomas B. Maracle, Mchawk round out the offer-
ings in Spiritual Journey. Not to bo missed is the
turquaise palette found in Lo'Ana Asher's portrait
cf an Indian child, Asher, an Ojibwe, received her

heler of fine arts degree from Eastern Michigan
Ploase sco ST, C1

Park West Gallery expansion brings art to the masses

BY FRANK PROVENZANO
AFY WEITER

omoecomm.net
The thick scroll of bl ints tucked

yield rovenue machine that has been
incroasing profits nt a rate of 30- percent
per year u{nco the mid 1990s.

gmomed in o navy pinned-

under Albert Scaglione's arm earo as
donso and tightly bound as Sunday's
rolled-up New York Times, But therc's
Jhardly any noed to study diagrams to
:]ln;ln the  courac nhond for Park Wost

allo. hed

ipped suit, the roll
of bluopriuts more aa & prop than a

ido.

Whon the timing is right, he unrolls
the bundle of u'nnulucont paper that oute
lino thc d look of Park West,

g e

by's and Christie's gonerate more sales
and revenue.

Designed by Ukranian artist/architect
Anatole Krasnyansky, who worked on
tha renovation of the Hermitage Muse-
um, the expanded space will add soven
gallorica and an ethereal classical aca-
thetie with Corinthian-atyle columna
and limestone floors,

"’l‘hn gallery is a xhnwpmm for un,

ab
in Lhn Into 1860a that hea flourished into

to the of

said Scagli whose

o $100-million pdvntoly-owned company
making profita in §

floor pInnn and plncou in the gallery thut
will be transf d as the Southficld

eering and catalogue art,

Don't think for a moment that
Scaglione hasn't charted every step of
the business he started ns o onc-employ-
o¢, one-room gallory when Tricky Dick
roamed the west wing, and the Internet
was sci-fl fantasy,

It's hardly a coincidenco that
Seaglione, who holds o doctorate in
mechanical engineering, has organized
Park West Inc, into a proficient, high-

gallery expands to a sprawling 60,000-
squaro fect by the end of the year.

By then, Park West will cuminly have
tho look and feel of @ museum.

Lasting showpiece

Only a fow other privately owned gal-
leries in tho country, sccording to
Scngllone, will be sble to claim being
larger, in terms of apace or rovenue, And,
Seaglione quickly points out, only tho
largo, tiorone auction houses like Sotho-

Keely Wygonik, Editor 734-953-2105

palatinl home a few minutes drive away
in Farmington Hills also could be char-
acterized as o main attraction.

“"What we'll have is something that
will be around for 100 years, But I
wouldn't say the gallery ia going to be
like a monument. It's moro like a treo
that's grown, whose roota started grow-
ing 20 years ngo when wo moved to this
location.”

There are vostiges of the late 1970s in
tha strip mail where Park Weat is locat.
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