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Prbfsb ant sensitive
portrait of famlly in pain

Phoenix: A Brother's Life
by J.D. Dolan (Alfred A. Knopt,
$22)

Phacenix, writton by Westorn
Michignn Univeraity English
professor J.D.
Dolan, is a thar-
oughly com«
pelling memoir
that is, in a
sense, struc-
tured in reverse.
There are no
dramatic para-
grapha gradual-
ly leading up to

o central
evenl of this
story. We know, carly on, that
the author's brother, Jobn, hns
died of burns suffered in n
hellish industrial explosion in
the Mojave Desert. This book
(Dolan’s first) is an eloquent
aftermath, showing us what sur-
vivea when a family finds itself
torn nsunder,

‘The Dolans are quarrelsome,
loving, petty, generous, bitter,
hopeful, kind, hurtful, ordinary,
and unigue. ln other wnlds. they
are shot through with the ambi.
guities that mark families across
the world. The high-strung
mother ia at loggerheads with a
willful daughter, The father
turns his back on another high-
spirited dnughler

Thc sistors bicker nmong

1 The sons
cease any meaningful communi-
cation, although J.D. at one time
has idolized his older brother,
John, who teaches him to fish
and to shoot and shares with
him his delight in fast cars and,

VICTORIA
DIAZ

motorbikea.

'l'rngic mishap

{ the timo John's tragic
mishap occurs in 1986 (a weak
seam on o pipo gives way, blnst-

From their modest home in Cali-
fornia's San Gabriel Valley, they
could see Mt. Baldy in the dis-
tance, the uenrchlighu of a Hol-
lywood premiere dancing ucross

ing out steam and
istering 1,000 degreea F), all thn
childron are grown, and their
father had succumbed to o heart
attack some months earlier, The
author recoives nows of tho accl-
dent in Paris, where he is look-
ing forward to the publication of
his first short story.

“I couldn’t have invented a
atory liko this,” ho writes, “a guy
who's ... burning up inside,
fetchea up in a burn unit in
Phoenix, of all places.

The older brother doesn't talk,
and the younger brothor chooses
words as hia vocation. The older
brother, the dying brother, is 39,
and soon the younger brother
will be holding his first publica-
tion, the proof of hia now life, the
39th issue of tho Mississippi
Review.”

1t ia oll too real, though and,
as the family gathors at the
Phocnix hospital for the death
watch, J.D. Dolan revisits the
family's past, showing us the
good times and the bad, and sub-
tly illustrating how thn threada
of the past continue to color the
present.

Family portrait

In addition to the sensitive
family portrait Dolan paints
here, he algo provides an atmo-
spherically rich picture of the
timo and place in which they
lived as the two brothers and
three sisters were growing up.

BOOK HAPPENINGS )

the night sky, or, once m nwhllu,
the Goody blimp h B
overhead.

Somotimes, the brothers
hopped into John's souped-up
car and headed out Route 66 in
search of desert bike vaces. They
listonod to Ricky Nelson and
Elvis, and watched Combat on
tho family television, the smoke
from their father's Chesterfiolds
and John's Marlbaros permeat-
ing tho house, or spent hours at
the nearby Masonic Ledge,
whero John was o master coun-
cilor, and oldest sister, Jonnne,
was once named Job’s Dough.
ters’ Honored Queen.

J.D. Dolan's depiction of the
tragic present is equally indelible
- from the hospital *vending
machine swill” shared by the
family, to sweltering Phoenix, to
the chill air of the burn unit, to
his sisters’ desperate insistence
that John will recover fully, to
his mother's almost-paralytic sto-
icism,

Though some readera may
wish that Phocnix were a bit less
sketchy and anocdotal, it con-
tains more than enough pnwurful
moments to make it a reading
experience not to be misaed.
Through Dolan's way with
words, it is, in the end, not only
an aflirmation of a life, but of life
itself.

Victoria Diaz is a Livonia resi-
dent and writes about books,
movies and theater for the
Observer & Eccentric Newspa-
pers.

Book Happenings features
cvents ot suburban bookstores,
libraries and literary gatherings.
Send news leads to Keely Wygo-
nik, Observer & Eccentric News-
papers, 36251 Schooleraf?, Livo-
nia, MI 48150, or fax them to
(734) 591-7279 or e-mail to
hiwygonik® oc. homecomm.net.

MYSTERY READERS' GROUP
The investigation af an cld mur-
der delves Into Kinsey Milhone's
secretive past. If you have been
wanting to find out more about
Kinsey, the past-paced and sur-
pusefiled O is for Outlaw is o
must rend. Join the group for an
exploration of this fascinating
book, 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, May
23, ot the Northville Barnes &
Noble, Six Mlite near Haggerty.
Call (248) 348-0696 for Informa-

tion.

CREATIVE WRITING WORKSHOP
Be a part of this extremely popu-
lar group of budding writers. This
contlnuing monthly sarles of
events Is desigoed to holp devel-
op your writing sklitls ond creativi-
ty. All ages are welcome to par-
tcipate In this monthly encounter
with words. The next session is
st for 7:30 p.m. Thursdoy, May.
25, ot the Farmington Hills
Borders Books & Music, 30995
Orchord Lake Road, (248) 737

0004,
“HISTORY/BIOGRAPHY BOOK

GROUP o
Joln this of

Drakutik explores the rotationship
between politics and the every-
day life of women in Hungary,
Poland, Czechoslovakla, Bulgaria
ond East Germany with insight
and feeling. Everyone |s welcome
10 attend 7 p.m. Thursday, Moy
25, ot the Northvllle Bames &
Noble, Six Ml at Haggerty. Call
(248) 348-0696.

GQARDENINQ DISCUSSIOR GROUP
Learn how to turmn your back yard
into a natural habitat for wildlife.
Master gardener Peggy Malnatl,
an advocate of organic gordon-
Ing. will pravide you with exten-
sive information on creating a
haven tor wlildlliie — bo they but-
terfies and bleds, toads and
frogs, snakes and bats, or even
larger animals, Malnati witl also
discuss the Backyard Habltat
Program from the Natlonal
Wwildlife Federatlon and how you
can got your own back yard centl-
fled, The event is set for 7 p.m.
Monday, May 22, at the .
Farmington Hills Borders Books &
Music,.30995 Orchard Lako. Cal
(248) 737-0004. i

BOOK SIGNINGS
B Richard A, Ferrl of Troy, author
of Serious Money: Straight Talk
asbout Investing for Retirement,
wlll discuss current economic
and financlal market conditions,
answer questions, and slgn
copies of his newly pudlished
book at the Bames & Noble

In Troy, 7:30 p.m.

8 fominist descrlption of the
exporlonca of women before, dur-
ing and after tho falt of commu-
nism In Eastem Europe. Slavenka

Wednesday, May 24,

M Author Hildegard Undstrom,
will be available to sign coplas of
Chiid Prisoner of Warfrom5to 7

p.m. Friday, May 26, at
Waldonbooks, 30200 Plymouth
Road, Livonia.

STORYTIME
W The next Kindermuslk story
time is set for 4 p.m. Saturday,
Juna 3, ot Little Book Shoppe on
tho Park, 380 S. Main in
Plymouth, Parents and thalr chit-
dren ara Invited to enjoy free 20-
30 minute Interactive programs
of story telling, music and move-
ment during ~Story Time with
Miss Karen.” Instructor Karen
Onkka Schanerberger Is a
licensed Kindermusik educator at
Evola muslc in Canten. Call (734)
4555220 for Information.
W Storytimes at the Northvlite
Bames & Noble are accompanied
by a craft or activity, Woekly chll-
dren's storytimes are sot for 11
oa.m. Tuesdays for children ages 4
and under and 7 p.m.
Wednesdays for oll ages. Call
(248) 3480696,

PSYCHIC TALK
Otympia Entertainment presents
“An Evenlng with Sylvla,” port of
Sylvla Browne’s book tour and
psychic lecture series. Included
wilt be o discusslon of tho
uthor's third book, “Uife on the
Other Side.” Tickets are on sale
now for the event, set for 7 p.m.
Tuesday. Sept. 26, at Cobo
Arena. Tickets are $25 and $40,
Far more Information, call the
Qlympla Entertainment event hot-
line at (313) 983-6611 or Joo
Louls Arena, (313) 983-6606. For
tickets, call {248) 645-6666.

Ark concert features jazzy violinist

Composer and jazz pianist Jeff
Hans adda a special voices to his
band when jnzz violinist Miri
Ben-Ari joins the Joff Haas Trio
and jazz legend Marcus Bolgrave
for a performance at the Ark in
Ann Arbor on Thursday, May 26.

Isracli born Ben-Ari hos been
making waves on the New York
jozz snonc. porfnrmmg nnd

di Wynton M
Vernon Rmd and Luther Van-

ross,

Ben-Ari will be in Michigan for
a weok porforming and recording
with Hans & Friends.

“I've boen busy writing origi-
nal musle for tho band with tha
addition of Miri's broad musical
palotte,” said Haans, “Sho is a
doep musician. She does it all,
trained in cloasical and jazz, sho
also hes roots in klozmer, which
come out in a very hip, contem-
porary and soulful way.”

Belgrave, n 12-year veteran of
the Ruy Chnrlaa Bnnd who

with B.B. King nnd Dr. Jnlm.

has boon performing with the
Haas trio for nearly four years,
The band also includes Chuck
Hall on basa and Alex Trajano
on druma,

Original music

Haas' original music combines
the Jewish musical tradition
with contemporary jnu. Hia
1998 CD, L'Dor VaDo nera-
tion to Generation, rnccivod
national acclaim,

The Jeff Haas Trio & Friends
with Miri Bon-Ari and Morcus
Belgrave will be nppenring at
the Ark at 8 p.m. on Thurudny.
May 26. The program will
include Hans' noew original
mueie, and jazz classics by
Monk, Ellington and Irving
Berlin,

Tickets aro $15, and available
at Ticketmastor outlets, Borders
in Ann Arbor, and the Ark. To
order tickots by phone, call (784)
769-8687, The Ark is &t 318
South Main Street in duwnlawn
Ann Arbor,

Featured muslclan: Jazz
violinist Miri Ben-Ari will
perform with the Jeff
Haas Trio May 25 at the
Ark in Ann Arbor.



