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BY DAN O'MEARA routing and design that is enhanced by

STAFF WIITER . the features of land,” he said,

im Dewling’s job as a goll course
architect is to take what Mother
Nnture gives him and refine it

The end result is n product that is
challenging  yet playable for most
golfers, covironmentally friendly, nes-
thetically pleasing and, ax oRen as the
landseape will allaw, unique.

Dewling is presidunt of and a pariner
in the Milfurd firm of Conroy-Dewling
Aszocintes Inc., which specializes in the
design and development of golf courses.

His company hax three signature
courses in southeast Michigan: Mystic
Creek in Milford, Timber Trace in
Pinckney and Boulder Pointe Golf Club
in Oxford, The last is under construction
and is part of a 1,400.acre residential
development.

“The challenge is really the vision and
the opportunity to create,” Dewling said.
“Of all the aspects of golf that Ive been
involved in, whether as a competitor or
a manager of property, [ think the most
exciting and rewarding part is the
opportunity to create and build sume-
thing from nnture’s creation.”

Dewling's appronch to designing a
course is to take ndvantage of all the
natural characteristics of the land and
muke the best possible use of it.

“We work with the topography, as well
ng the vegetation, to come up with a

“At the same time, we're delivering a
product that is playable for all levels of
ability without taking the hazards or
that uspect of it out of the playability of
the golf course.”

Environmental concerns are a major
factor in the design of a course and the
No. 1 issue an architect hus to deal with
in huilding a course.

“Whether it be wetlands or woud-
lands, we work hard to protect ull
aspects of that” Dewling said, ndding
such work is done under the watchful
eye of the  Department  of
Environmental Guality.

The fast pace of urban sprawl makes
the environment o concern in all mat-
ters where land is in demand, he added.

“Certainly, o lot of it is being driven by
the fact we're using up a lot of sites in
the metro aren,” Dewling said. “There
aren't too many left. Yeu have ta go out
farther and farther.

“Having been in the golf business a
fong time, there are arens [ never envi-
sioned that type of sprawl (would occur),
But most people never envisioned
Chrysler World Headquartens would be
in Auburn Hills, cither”

At the same time, there arce natural
characteristics of the land a course
designer can use to his ndvantage.

“You're always looking for o specimen
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Proud fathers: Jim Dewling, left, with partner Patrick Conroy,
standing at hole No, 2, a 210-yard par three on the “Peaks 9"

course.

tree and situations that really enhance
a particular golf hole,* Dewling said. “In
some situations, we've literally re-rout-
cd sections of a golf course,

“After yeu've Inid it out on paper and
get out in the fiekl, you find something
very unusunl about a site or the vegeta-

tion or trees, antd you work to take
advantage of those situations.”

An example of that is what Conroy-
Dewling has done in building its 27-hole
course at Boulder Pointe, which sits on

Pleuse see ARCHITECT, 7

AT HOCK ACRES
54300 10 mile Rd
South Lyon, M1 48178
{248) 437-0011
Fax: {248} 437-0066
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Golf Lessons ‘{

Mulligan’s

IFrom the Beginner to the Advanced Player.
learn the Golf Swing inside & out!

OF AUBURN HILLS
3951 Joslyn Rd
Auburn Hills, Ml 48326
(248} 332-4653
Fax: {248) 332.4651
America'’s Largest
Inside Golt Dome!

Learn from
the Pro's who know.

unior Golf Clinics. sunior
- 2000. Adult Grou

Private, Senit Private & Group Lessons, as well as

Lessons Starting Ma

A PROGRAM FOR EVERYONE!

* Be a better Player *
Learn at Mulligan's Golf Center-
You'll be glad you did!

Groups Starting In June, w3

“Why play golf wilh

~Also-Full compliment of Golf Club Repair &
Ccustom Fitted Golf Clubs., :
a Club that doesi't fit?

-South Lyon Location Oniy!

“round of Mini-Golf 1
Get 1 FREE!!!

Buy one 18 hole 1
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New Golf Clubs For The Whole Family

KEEGO HARBOR BRIGHTON ROCHESTER HILLS
3236 Orchard Lake Rd. 620 H. Grand Rives 1390 Watlon
81-2138 810-227-6877 650-5300
WATERFORD FARMINGTON HILLS CANTON
4288 Die K 42079 Ford Rd.
'""9 l\;‘v . 28946 On':.Hdli“l]ka Ad. 234-844-8591
LIVONIA ANN ARBOR YPSILANTI
11500 Auddiebelt 2461 Stadwm 2865 Carpenter 8d.
734-266-1999 734-747-6277 734-973-1636




