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Your millage
rate goes for:

‘The proposed 2000-01
budget for the city of Farm-
ington will bo aupported by
16.1477 milla. That rate is
distributed aa follows:

B 8.41 milla for city ser-

vices
o .89-mill for 47th District

ul

B .81-mill for Farmingtan
Community Library

W.65-mill for parka and
rocroation contribution in
2000

W1.6877 mills for road
repair program

B ,10-mill for sidewalk
repaie program

# 2.80 mills for debt ser-
vice.

How's your
school’s team
doing? Find
out in Sports,
Section B

B“dget from page Al

than the first Monday meoting
in June. Farmington's financinl
gur runs July 1 through June

0.

Cities, particularly oldor ones
like Farmington, aro increasing.
ly depondent on local property
taxes - genorated fram the mil-
logo rate — to finance sorvicea,
Because of Proposal A the city
reccives rovonue from the pmr-
orty tax basod on the taxable
valuo of property, not tho state
equalized valuo as beforo the
adoption of the proposal in 1894,

City officiala expoct a 3 per-
cent increase in the taxable
value of property in Farmington.
Tho difference between taxable
valuo and SEV is expected to

w each year and is now about
$36,000. SEV increascs accord-
ing to market value of property,
while the taxablo value, under
Proposal A, is limited to increas.
os of 6 percent or the rate of
inflation, whichover is less,

That means that state shared
revenues — a portion of state
sales taxes that are returned to
tho city ~ become incroasingly
important as a means of balanc-
ing the budget, covering costs
and providing services, Lauhollf
said. |

The state haa a new formula
for dotormining how much cities
got in shared revenues. An

M City officials expect
a 3 percent Increase In
taxable value. The dif-
forence between tax-
able value and SEV is
expeocted to grow each
year.

increnso of .40 poerceat or less
than hnlf of 1 percent {s expected
in the now budgot year, State
shared revenuos represent about
20 percent of the city's goneral
fund, which includes moat city
scrvicos and activitiea, Local
property taxes rep: t about

is part of the Michigan Munici-
pal Finance Officors A inti

decreasing or not growing at the
rate of inflatien,” Cantrell con-

which is discussing approaching
the state Legislature on chang-
ing how the monoy is doled out
and changing the formula, which
{8 expected to hurt older cities s
timo rolls on.

“We have nothing other than
tontative meetings and discus-
slon,” Cantrell said. “Wo want to
alort the Legislature the some

{cipalities aro {enci

and will y

tinued. “It is o hardship on the
communities.”

In addition, efforts are under-
foot to change the amount of
property taxes utilitiea pay the
communities, likely resulting in
« losa of $20,000-$40,000 annu-

ally,

The budget's general fund is
© ta incrense by one-half
percent in the new year. The

The problem is not only with
the current formula, Cantroll
said, but also with tho fact that
the state Logislature no longer
aticks to a cortain percontage
nllocation, In other worda, the
‘s_tntu Legislature is no longer

54 percont of the samo fund.

Tho state now doles out state
shared rovenues based on popu-
lation, which in Farmington's
casa isn't too promiaing as the
population has romained fairly
static, Lauhoff said.

“Lesa {in state aharod rov-
enues} will come back to us, If
we want to maintain services,
the state is saying, ‘you'll pay for
your own services,” Lauhoff
said. “That ia the singlo biggest
change in city oporations. It's
good now. It's a good economy.
That will change.”

City Treaasurer Patay Cantrell

New Children’s Book by WDIV Anchor, Devin Scillian
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] dreamed again of Fibblestax, siing among his books,
Peering into the candlelight with a calm, thoughtfut fook.”

So begins the delightful fabte of Fibblestax, and how he came to
be the one wha gives names to things. He has to battle the tricky,
red-faced Carr, a man who “gives terrible names to wonderful
things” The mayor of their town gives them five things o name,
and the final one, “that very strange feeling, a dreamy kind of
cheer, the fecling that makes you feel so good when a special
friend is near,” sturnps Carr. But Fibblestax knows that feeling...

10pm:  Bames & Noble Toleda (419-472-6164)
7:30pm: Rarnes & Noble Rochester Hitls (248-833-9939)
Bamet & Noble Blomfield Hilly (248-340-4200
7:30pm: Bonders Arbocland Ann Arbot (7346713349
Thursdaey, June 15, 100pm: Bunders Bumsogham 12482030039

Sleeping Bear Press

ding state shared

according to the amount desig-
nated by state law. “So it'a hard
to build a budget with any
degres of confidence,” she said.

“Older communitics either
have a stable population and are
having problems with negotive
growth or ara increasing bolow
the rate of inflation. A signifi-
cant portion of our revenuo fa

covers replacement
of somo equipment for aeveral
city departmenta. City officials
do not expect to dip into savings
to balance the budget, In fact,
the difference of $186,360 -
betwoen expenditures and rev-
onucs ~ {8 recommended to be
placed in the capital improve-
ment fund to help finance the
city's six-year improvement plan.
“We're getting to the point
where we have replaced a lot of
tho equipment,” LauhofT added.
On the personnel side, wages,
other than contractual raises,
are proposed at 3 percent.
Health care costs for empl

Hearing is
scheduled

The Farmington City
Council will have a public
hearing on the proposed
2000-2001 budget ot 8 p.m.
Monday, Juna 6 in council
chambers, 23600 Liberty.

The public is invited to
offer their comments, The
council is ex| to adopt
the budget that night after
the hearing.

about 15 percent.

“That's such a Inrge part of the
budget,” Lauhoff said, adding
there are no plans to create new
positions in the coming year.

“Tho city has not increased the
size of its ataff. Eventually we
will have to add a person here or
there. There is much more
expected of the city than 10
years ago. There is a much high-

also ere expected to lncmnaz by

d on k things

Call:
(248) 352-2806 or
(800) 676-EYES

American Board-Certifled Eye S

urgeons

Website:
Micheyecare.com

» Competitive Rates .

» 20 Years of Refractive Surgery Experience
» Qver 16,000 Refraclive Procedures
« Ownership of FDA-Approved Excimer Laser

* Pre-op and Post-op Care by Same Physician
* Low-interest financing

« Intacs: removable comeal rings

« Certified and experienced ophthalmologists

INSTITUTE

MICHIGAN EYECARE

fal of a d plastic & r

eye surgeon is available upon request.

ictive

|

Air conditioner

Pre-season Sale.

Expert service. Rapid response.
Remember the name: Flame.

kaput?

Now is the ideal time to purchase a new alr conditioning system.
Take advantage of our pre-season sale and save up to $250 off or
12 months interest free on a new Lennox air conditioner. Call

today, offer expires May 31, 2000.

envox i B

Wit approved credit. Dealer offer expites May A1, 2000, Excludes conteacts prion to May 7, 2000

|
FURNACE COMPANY 4 HEATING & COOLING

1-888-234-2340

wE | Tee

Indludes ar 3

1.9% APR financing.
We thought it would be
good for the entire family.

I Toudes thedt-detcrtent walem, Jent-trrntant ganels, steel speteame
«omstrintion and an FPA rstimated mpg of 39 m 40 bighw 3a.*

Lodene

redesi

cught-apeaker srereny, thete-
dent tesistant panel and an £ FA esimated mpg of 2y /12 highwas.*
With 1.9% APR financing, we're making it more comfortable
B’ "
than ever to get into our family of cars. Stop by your
local Saturn retailer to have a look at our thoughtfully
wed S-Series ar our L-Serics performance sedans, its
a devision you won't be paying for the rest of your life.

atem,

Saturn of Ann Arbor
734:769-3991

Saturn of Farntington Hills
248-473.7220

Saturn of Lakeside
§10-286-0200

Saturn North
248-620-8500

Saturn of Plymouth
734.453.7890

Saturn of Southfield
248-354-6001

Saturn of Southgate
734-246-3300

Saturn of Troy
248-643-4350

Saturn of Warren
810-979-2000

wuesatum.cont

Length of finance contract ts
limited, Primary lending sowrce
muist approve. You st take
delivery of newr 2000 Saturn
S-Series or L-Series vehicle from
participating retailer by $131/00,
*Actieal mileage may vary
with driving conditions—use
only for comparison purposes.
©2000 Saturn Corporation,

4 SATURN.

A Different Xind of Company.
A Ditfceent Kind of Car.

WSt com

movivm




