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Dog park

t's too bad dogs and people don't and can't
mix in Farmington Hilla parks.
If you tako a look at Shi Park in

City should welcome canines

decided dogs would not bo welcome in ci
parks this paper opposed the proh
i Hills offers beautiful subdivi-

Farmington, where dogs are allowed on leash.
es, everyone — at lenst ot a glanco ~ seems
-happy, serene and content.,

_ Despite the nppearance, there likely are

" problems with dog droppings, barking dogs,

~ dogs that scare people, or how about peaple

* who ecaro dogs? But all in all, life goes on ag it
should.

‘The time has come for Farmington Hilia to
do the same. A park whero peoplo can play,
walk or run with their dogs is long overduo.
It's just part of the American way of lifo to be
able to play with your dog in a park.

Years ago when Farmingten Hills officiala

sions, but many with yet another prohibition
on fences, Onca again, dog owners aro out of
luck.

Certainly, city officials should be concerned
about cleanliness in parks and liability. But
this is also a city that owns an ice arenn and
helps finance an after-school program that
allows someeno other than parents to bus chil-
dren from one activity to another. Surely, dogs
cannot bo that much more of a liability.

We urge city officinls and dog opponents to
open up their hearts and let dogs have a place
where they aro welcome ... and their owners,
too.

othing should make this community

Let’s hear it for the bands

ing, indecd, {s alwaya tough for school districts,
F i is hel doing it right. And

. N prouder than the recont
that the Farmington Public Schools has
~been named number one on & list of the 100 best
ities for music ed ion in Ameri

Congratulations go to the achool diatrict, edu-
cators, administrators and Paul Barbor, director
of music. .

Surveys were filled out by more thon 5,800
public school and indepondent teachors, achool
and diatrict administrators, school board mem-
bers, parents and community leadera ropresont-
ing all 50 states.

Barber's interest in the survey — to give infor-
mation about what's going on with music in the
country — indicates why Farmington schools are
so rich in music education. Barbor's goal is to
include all kids in all grades in the derful

tho American Music Conforonce ~ which
bestowed the honor — agrees,

Barbor belicves tha koys to Farmington's suc-
coss have been an equal offort across the grade
lovels, ns well s o top-notch staff of 38 music
educatora who teach vocal and instrumental
music from kindergarton through 12th grade.

Wa agree. It ia amazing that such intorest is
paid to the musie program. In many districts,
music education barely ranka.

Barber is on the ball with efforts to not only
introduce clomontary students to music and
composition, but to envelope thom in it, Appreci-
ation of the arta becomes lifelong when inatilled
at a young age.

Xpnu-ucdnxa aleo gots an outlet with plenty of

an

world of music - and to give kids as many oppor-
. tunitics na is humanly possiblo.

With such honest and aspiring geals, there's
no wonder Barber has led the diatrict to this lat-
cst honor.

“The real benefit of thia could be to establish
somo guidelines for schools and to share with
othor achools what we can do to help children

_through music,” Barber said, “That'a what I was
“ hoping was going to happen.”
_ What the honor also shows is that while fund-

such as Doy for Strings
that pairs all instrumental atudents with adult
musicions from universitics and the Detroit
Symphony Orchestra.

Indeed, Farmington schools and Barber must
bo lauded for making music as important as any
other subject students study throughout the
year,

Again, our congratulations go to tho school dis-
trict and Barber. The successful efforts have
rgnln put the community on the map of excel-
ence.

he message scoms to be getting through.
! We'ro involved in stiff global competi-
tion. Tho moro we know, tha more we
. grow. Our future dependa on good schools,
capablo of turning out graduates who can
it fully in an hangi

y

Poll after poll of Michigan vators attest that
wo get tho message. Education ia our top con-
cern by a wide margin over taxes, crime, social
gervices or foreign affairs.

) Wae know it's important. Unfortunately,
.. that concern doesn’t translate into participa-
" tion in school elections ns candidates or vot-
' ers.
The story is pretty much the same in all of
- our Obaerver communities. .

In Clarenceville, South Redford and Farm-
.- ington, achool board candidates are running
+; unopposed. Voter turnout in rocent school
-3 elections has generally been around 10 por-
7 cent or lower. In Farmington in 1899, just 8
4 percont of the voters showed up, and even in
31998, when thero was a strongly contested
Araco, just 4.3 percent of tho voters showed up.
2 Westland, Redford Union, Livonia and Gar-
 den City all report similarly low turnouta.
Even PTA participation is dropping in some

communitics.

% Each year we wrestlo with trying to find
roasons why voters fail to turn out and let
thoir voices be heard on a aubject they tell
pollsters has their top priority.

The usual complaints: school elections are
hold at odd times; despita the best efforts of
these nowspapers, many claim not to know
2 who tho candidates are or what they stand for;
and, many say, their vote doesn’t mean any-

. thing because tho real power and control over
»'schools is in Lansing, not with the local school
- board. ’

. The school olection calendar has done a lot
-to foater votor cyniciam. Many focl that clec-
:tions are scheduled and quistly held so that
%-only thoso with a vested interest participate.
This has been a charge dften hurled during
chool tax clections. .
¥ Voters are also bombarded with informa-
*.tion nbout the presidential, congressional and
. atate elections.

By contraat, voters often find they don't
have timo to sort out school board candidates

‘School elections need voter turnout

H Each year we wrestlo with try-
Ing to find reasons why voters falt
to turn out and let thelr volces be
heard on a subject they tell poli
sters has thelr top priority.
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LETTERS

Opinians are to be shared: We welcome your ideas, that's why we offer this space for your

opinions. We will help by editing for clarity. To

assure authenticity we ask that you provide a

contact telephone number and if mailing or faxing a letter, please sign it. Letters can be mailed
to: Joanne Maliszewski, 33411 Grand River, Farmington, MI 48335, faxed to Joanne at (734)
: 12, biGy J 2 ‘

459-2700 or iled to

net

Dedicated

n this age of criticism of public officials and

disgust with their personal behavior, 1 feel
compelled to write and inform you of a situa-
tion that really restored my faith and belief
that not all our elected officials fit into this
category.

A tragic accident in front of Harrison High
School in Farmington Hills, prompted a group
of students to get involved and assist parents
in gotting an additional trafiic signal
installed. Over the past twe years, parents
have approached both the city of Farmington
Hills and the county authority to get this addi-
tional signal. Thoy were given the typical run-
around from almost everywhere. The cxcuses
ranged from no money in the budget, to it's
not in our juriadiction. During this time, this
intersection gained the status of being the
gixth worst (most dangerous) intersection in
Ogkland County. This remember, is at the
entrance to a large high school.

The students would not take “no” for an
answer and enlisted the help of Rep. Andrew
Raczkowski from their district. Aa soon aa this
situntion was brought to his attention, Rep.
Raczkoweki charged ahend with focus and

from all the rest.

For a candidate, o seat on the school board
might secm more like a curso than a blessing.
It means long hours, contentious negotiations,
thankless disputes over everything from cur-
riculum to building repairs and it rarely leads
to o political career.

Also, many school board members find that
their powers are limited by state mandates
and expectations. The current state legisla-
ture and governor have taken an sggressive,
hands-on approach to school districts, even to
tho point of threatening to take them over
when they don't meet state dards, Those

determination in gotting this accomplished as
goon as possible with the fear of another fatal
accident being prevalent every school day.

Rep. Raczk ki was able to lish
within a three-week period what parents were
unable to do in over two years. The dedication
to getting tho job done wns impressive and his
genuine concern for the safety and well-being
of the students was refreshing.

1look up to any public official who can “put
their monoy where their mouth is” and really
perform. I will always be in debt to Rep.
Andrew Raczkowski for tho rest of my life, as
my son was in a serious accident lnst year at
that very intorsection. I know it can happen to
us. I am grateful that with the addition of his

i and porformance of getting this

standards, as represented by tho MEAP, have
i et Tamn davel t with littlo

local input, :

Still, wo strongly encourago votors to take
an intorest in their schools. A largo part of the
atate budget, your tax dollars, in allocated to
schoola.

And if you don't like tho contralization
imposed by Lansing, electing strong local
school boards is tho best defense ogainst state
involvement.

Good schools are the bedrock of a atrong
community, Even if you don’t have children in
tho schools, the future prosperity of the com-
munity in general dopends on the quality of
the schoot system.

And you can make a difforence. You can
voto for candidates who will hire strong
administrators and hold them to high stan-

additional signal, the chances of my son losing
his lifo just going to school have just dramati-
cally diminished.

Mark Tyler

Farmington Hills

More on Eleven Pines

A & a long-time Farmington Hills resident
and rea! eatato adviser to Thompson
Brown Co. starting in 1955, please add my
comments to others that are being submitted
for consideration on the Eleven Pines/ San
Marino golf course properties.

1) Suggestions to develop south end of
Eleven Pines as IRO (continuation of existing
IRO with cntrance on Hallwood Court), Excel-
lent.

2) Suggestions for golf courso expansion on
north end of Eleven Pines. Excellent.

3) Former school board property along
ninth foirway of San Marino and Halsted
Road, d: Low density devel
similar to what Boyne Resorts did at Boyne
Highlanda adjacent to one of their fairways.
Excellent planning blending in very nicely with
their golf course ambiance,

4) Aves along cighth fairway — leave
untouched.

Any development here will have an adverse
effect on ndjacent property valucs,

Your willi to ider an 1
input from Farmington Hilla residents is deeply
apprecinted,

Emil J. Coolidge
Farmington Hills

It was nice

o nee again the Farmington Friends of the
Library were treated to a memorable
evening May 19.

This was the 14th annual gala celebration.
Fantastic refreshments were cantributed by
the vineyards and entertainment was by
Blackthorn, n most enjoyable group playing
Celtic music .

The Friends support the wonderful pro-
grams of the Farmington Libraries, Join the
Friends.

Enjoy the annual gala. The library needs
you.

Be a friend.

Gortrude Pinkney
Farmington Hills
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dards of fiscal and educational ity. You

can have an influonce over what is taught in
your local echools.

‘When you abdicate that responsibility toa
minority, they will sct their own agonda the
schools, often with disastrous results. .

Democracy is ke a body part; if it len’t reg-
ularly and vigorously exercised, it withers and
dies. ’

PHILUP POWER, CHARMAN OF THE BOARD  JEANNE TOWAR, VICE PRESIDENT/ EDITORIAL

RICHARD AQUNIAN, PRESIDENT

OUR MisSION: “Because we publish community newspapers, we think about community journalism

in a fundamentally different way than our bigger

ith

They lues to be

independent from the stories and
{ and then dashing off to cover.

they cover,

in to write the unusual or
else. We regard ourselves as both accurate

b

Journalists and as caring citizens of the commul

nities where we work.”
— Philip Power




