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In step: North Farmington
High's marching ban
passes through down-
town.

Tributes:
Right, veter-
ang sound a

21-rifle salute.
Below left,
Helen Robert-
son places a
wreath honor-
ing fallen sol-
diers from the
war in Viet-
nam. Her son,
Roy Kenneth
Williams Jr, a
1967 Farm-
ington High
School gradu-
ate, was killed
in action in

Proud troopers: Members of Girl Scout Troop 3817, from Longacre Elementary
School, show off their parade float.
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Aftermath: Memorial Day organizer Wally Christensen
(left) and Vietnam vet Frank Church speak after the

conclusion of the ceremony.

Stat gﬁotos Ey B Bresier

what his citation, signed by Gen-
eral Dwight D, Eisenhower,
says:

“For conapicuous gallantry and
intropidity at the risk of hia life
above and beyond the call of
duty while serving with Compa-
ny F, Sccond Battalion, Fifth
Marines, First Marine Division
(Reinforced), in action ngainst
enomy nggressor forces in Korea
on 17 Auguat 1952 .., Private
First Class Simanek exhibited a
high degree of courage and reso-
lute spirit of self-sacrifice in pro-
tecting tho livea of his fellow
Marinea ... Determined to save
hie comrades when a hostilo
gronade was hurled into their
midst, he unhesitatingly throw
himaelf on the deadly misaile,
absorbing the shattering vio-
lence of the exploding charge in
his own body and shielding his
fellow Marines from serious
injury or death.”

When asked why he received
the Medal of Honor, Simanek’s

ﬁnswcr scemed a little more low-
oy

“They gave it to me basically
for covering a hand grenade.”

Serving with the U.S. Marine
Corps, Simanek was a 21-year-
old corpsman when his unit was
ambushed while trying to got to
an outpost. He was among six
soldiera who went to higher
ground,

“I was trying to direct tank
fire to knock out tho positions
the Chinese held, while firing
my .46 pistol,” Simanek
explained. “They kept throwing
grenades ot us.”

Two landed ot Simanck's feot.
He was able to kick one nway,
but didn't think he had time to
do the sama thing with the sec-

ond,

Without a thought in his hend
but to protoct others around
him, Simanek fell on the oxplo-
sive.

“It was desperation,” ho anid
simply. “I was trying to relieve a
bod situation.”

Simanck took most of the blast
with his hip and was badly
injured. When they finally
thought they’d knocked out the
Chinese assault, two of his bud-
dies tried to get him down to
safety. Then they were hit by
enemy fire and wounded even
more badly.

Left with ne choice, Simanck
erawled downhill to a rescue
unit. That was in August, 1852,
In October of the following year,
he received his commendation,

According to the Congressional
Medal of Honor Socioty, the
nation's highest military award
is bestowed for “uncommon
valor” to men and women in the
armed forces who have engaged
in combat against an armed
enemy.

Since 1863, the year the first
award was made, more than
3,410 recipients have boen
awarded medals of honor. As of
April 1889, only 167 were still
living; Simaneck ia ono of two
who are Michigan residenta.

They’ll clean up Rouge on Saturday

About 200 volunteers are
expected to turn out for the 15th
annual River Day, formerly
Rouge River Rescue, a cleanup
offort scheduled for Saturday,
June 3.

According to Jean Barrott,
assistant to the public services
director for the city of Farming-
ton Hills, the intent of the pro-
ject is two-fold.

“Firat, to romove debris and
obstructions from the river and
accond, to educnto the general
public as to the condition of the
river through an actual cleanup
activity,” she snid.

Tho work can sometimes be
wat and dirty, 80 organizers sug.
gost participants wear old
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clothes and hard-soled boots;

long-slooved shirts and long

pants are rocommended, Honvy
i such aa chai

will be handled by city employ-

cos,

Work will begin shortly alter
8:30 a.m., when registration
begins at o staging aren in the
southwest corner of Tuck and
Folsom roada on the Botaford
Continuing Health Center prop-
orty. The area is oast of Orchard
Lake Road and north of Eight
Mile in Farmington Hills.

The cleanup will continue
until around 11:30 a.m., when
tunch will be served to particl-
panta,

For mora information or to vol-
unteor, cnll Barrett at (248) 473-

Parade ;o

Band fans: Curt Underwood and son Ethan watch the
Farmington High School marching band pass by.

page Al

ing one laid by Helen Robertson,
whose son Roy Kenneth
Williama Jr. was killed in action
in Vietnam. In April, Robertson
made public her crusade to have
soldiers from that war recog-
nized,

Though Robertson’s request
caused some controveray, she
belicves her pernistence paid off.

“It was a big relief and an
honor,” she said after laying the
wreath. “I'm vory thankful and
grateful.”

Ken'’s widow, siblings and
other family members attended
the event, as did Emily Strange,
whose work as a “Donut Dolly”
for the American Red Cross led
to a close friendship with the
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Farmington native.

“I'm thrilled the Korean veter-
ans have had their day, They
deaerve it,” Strange said, “But 1
am grateful they allowed them
to lay the wreath for Kenny. It
meant a lot to me, and I know it
meant a lat to his parenta.®

Strange knew Williams the
three months he served in Viet-
nom and was among the last of
his friends to speak with him the
night before he died.

She said she’d have talked
longer had she known what was
coming the following day.

Through s connection with
another of Williama' friends,
Strange found his family, with
whom she has struck up a long-

Walting to watch: Lisa and Olivia Durocher of Farm-

distance friendship,
Strange lives in Wiaconsin;.
they are Commerce Township
residents. LN
“It's been very healing to know .
ench other and talk,” Robertabn ;
said of her friendship with -
Strange. “I feel I've found a lot
about the lost part of Ken's life
those last three months.”
Representing the Vietnam -
Veterans of America, Cmdr.
Frank Church alss expreased ’
gratitude for allowing them to:
join in the Memorial Day trib- »
ute., .
“To all of the Korean veterans .
and those from all the other:
wars, I just want to say, ‘"Wel-;
come home,™ Church said. o

ington Hills watch for the beginning of the parade.
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