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Soul: Matt Gross, lead vocalist of Kalamazoo’s Knee
Deep Shag, sings his heart out at the Opening Act Con-
test May 23 at Meadowbrook Music Festival. His band
was one of three winners, along with Rooster and

Domestic Problems.
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Dave Matthows Band, The Black
Crowen and Paul Simon ds their

With names that conjure up
images of farm life, family fights
and plush carpeting, the 2000
Opening Act Conteat winnors
will make themsclyna heard es
thuy gear up as openers for ot
least ona show each during Pino
Knob Music Theatro's summer
neason. -

Rooster, Kneo Deop Shag and
Domestic Problems were the
judges choices out of cight wor-

contenders Tuesday, May 23
at Meadowbrook Music Festival.
In it’s sccond year, the Palace

+ Sports and Entertainment Inc.

sponsored Oponing Act to recog-
nize up-and-coming musical tal-
ent from around the Detroit
area. The remaining ﬁnnlliats
i

punk-pop three-p
Mally, of Grand Rapida, power-
pop quartet Southfield hailing
from Grosse Pointe, soulful Scott
Fab, blues pioncera The King
Snakea from Westland, and the

own 1 “dream gigs,” but it
doesn't truly matter which show
the band opens. Singer Matt
Grosa looka forward to “the thrill
of playing Pino Knob with a pro-
fessional sound system, in front
of a huge crowd.”

The band that hails from Kola-
mazoo and has roots in Troy daz-
zled the crowd nnd 10 judges
performing its recent single 3
p.m. from their 1999 release
Good Disguise, Bassist Mike
Feurat said the contest “provides
up and coming bands to.play in
front of 8 crowd that might not
necessarily see the show.”

Agrecing, Groes added: “It
keepa the hape alive. We've beon
at this for a long time.”

Also decp-seated in the Michi.
gon music acene, Grand Ropids'
Domestic Probloms were hon-
ored to ba named winners,
Singer Andy Holtgreive said the
contest pitted his band one step
closer !;nxha goal — getting more

melodic groove of Kalamazoo's
Blue Dahlia,

Rochestar-based Amoricana-
rockers Rooster took the win to
heart. Ken Karaack, drummeor
and former Rochester resident,
said he “can't wait to seo who
we're oponing up for.” Though
the band’s not on the summer
schedule, Karasek said it would
be o dream to open for the Feo
Fightors.

Knee Deop Shog's five mem-
bers tossed out big names like

and playing before
larger crowds, The band is cur-
rently working on a new album,
to be recorded in Grand Rapida
with Jon Frazer this summor.

Members of all three bands
showed great support for one
another, as thoy have all per-
formed together at one time or
another.

The question on each of their
minda these doys remains
- what show will each band be
aaked to open for thias season?
The decision is yet to be made. |

The Workhorse Movement lives up to its name

Walking into
Woodward
Avenue Brewery
in Ferndale, 1
peeked around
for a glimpse of
the two musi-
ciana I'd como to
meet. Spotting
JefT Piper quick-
ly, I gave an
unsure glance -
I'd never seen
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any membera of The Workhorse -

Movement, not in real life any-
way, And I was counting on rec-
ognizing Lake Orion native and
drummer Joe Mackic ~ the one
with the most tattoos, But I was
early, he was on time and Jeff
was quietly sipping a beverage
at the bar when he called my
name.

Fresh off tour with Canada’s
hard-core anawer to girl bands,
Kittie, tho local boys who formed

" The Workhorse Movement whilo

attending Central Michigan Uni-
versity had an air of relaxation
aurrounding them — or were they
just enjoying the chips and
salsa? I'll nover really know, but
for all their gravel-edged image,
Piper and Mackie proved to be a
truly genuine pair.

Mackie’s love for music
atrotches back to childhood, his
involvement in church and in
high school choir ~ although you

ight not expect it at first
Suncu. He knew he was meant
to play drums because he wos

always banging on things with
his pencil. “I used to figuro out
drum beats to commercials,” he
said, naming a Honda slogan as
one of his favorites.

For Piper, the sounds of music
came first from his father’s bar-
bershop singing. He knew he had
to have & guitar after watching
a Quiot Riot video, From his
metal past to a growing interest
in jazz during high achoal, Piper
— who also gocs by the nome
Freedom ~ uses a wide varlety of
guitar stylings to his advantage.

In 1994 those pasts converged
- along with singer Myron - to
start a band that would test the
boundaries of heavy rock and
raunchy roll. Somewhere down
the line, the band incorporated
friend and general wildman
Cornbread into the line-up. *He
was always at shows,” said
Mackie.

*“We took him out on the road
with ua because he's such a good
dancer,” said Piper. “We naver
thought it would turn into him
being a second lead vocalist.”

But like all unexpected

" ing Thoe Workl

Movement, the band rolled along
with it. By 1997, bassist Pete
Bever joined in and the band
relocated to Petroit, in offect
coming cven closer to a8 Overcore
Records, which released a five-
song self-titled EP the following

year.
Influences like Elvis, Led Zep-
pelin and various '80s rock

“HILARIOUS!”
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Hard at work: Cornbread,
Pete Bever, Joe Mackie,
Freedom (aka Joe Piper)
and Myron are The
Workhorse Movement.

bands filter into the raucous
sound of The Workhorse Move-
ment, one that also incorporates
elements of soul and hip hop.
The latest album released by
Roadrunner Records Sons of the
Pioneers will hit record store
shelves June 6, but those who
caught the recent Harpo's show
with Kittic have gotten a taste of
it already. Producer Scott Santos
had a hand in the technical cle-
ments of the record, but the
songs are distinctly Workhorse.

Since securing the den! with
Roadrunner Records lost year,
Piper snid everything’s taken on
a bigger scale. *It become o
carcer when Roadrunner stepped
into the game,” he said.

The Workhorse Movement's
dedication to that carcer ia
denoted in the bond name - a
name that represents putting
100 percent into everything it
does. Mackie came up with the
moniker after rending Tom
Walf’s nove! The Electric Kool-
Aid Acid Test. *The ‘whole thing
that inspired me was the way
people were trying to break out
of societal norms,” he said.
Warkhorse was a recurring con-

t.

Breaking rock-music norms,
the band welcomed Esham on
their latest release with an
appearance on Trajfic. “He's the
coolest rapper out, the most pro-
lific, said Piper. “He's & rock guy

The next step, you may be
wondering? The band will be
shooting a video for its first sin-
gle, Keep The Sabbath Dream
Alive, in and around the Detroit
oren and releasing the song in
Evurope and Japan first. For now,
fans can catch them ot an ener-
gy-powcred live show.

Catch The Workhorse Move-
ment with Factory 81, 7 p.m. Sat-
urday, June 3, at St. Andrews
Hall in Detroit. 87. (313) 961.
MELT.

Check out wwiw, workhorse-
movenent.com.

Stephanie Angelyn Casola
writes about popular music for
the Observer & Eccentric News-
papers. She can be reached at
{734) 953-2130.
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Anticipation: Above, mem- :
bers of The Kingsnakes, a .
Westland rock outfit, .
(from left), Daniel Ross,
Thomas Mann, Steven
Pelloni, K.R. Broderdorf,
and Tommy Diaz relax
backstage prior to their
performance.

Face of a winner: Left, Job-
Grotski, saxophonist and |
half of the horn duo in
Domestic Problems out of
Grand Rapids, gets down '
during their winning per-
formance. :
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CD RELEASE

Life according to
Alberta: After five
decades in the
blues business,
Detroit's reigning
4 Queen, Alberta

Adams, will
release “Say Baby
Say: Life's Trials
and Tribulations
According to Miss
Alberta Adams,”
on June 1. Don't
miss her highness
perform live 7
p.m. Friday-Sat-
urday, June 9-10,
at Fox and
Hounds in
Bloomfield Hills.
Call (248) 644-
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