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schools and threo high achoole,
Brouilloetto continued, it would
be imposaible to close a building.
*So, wo'd be drn:licnlly cutting
al.nﬂ' and programs.”

+ Bharp, n board member sinco
1998, said ho isn't suro whore
tho anticipated 10 percent loss of
students to private-parochinl
achools came from. It docsn't
scom Jogical in Farmington and
Farmington Hills, where those
schools are at capacity, he
added,

“I nlso know that those inde-
pendent schools that are not
aligned with religious affilintes
will not accept vouchors,” Sharp
éxplained, “because thuy don't
want to step up and accept the
obligation set forth if they are
accepting state monay. So, 1

don't know whero thess kids
would go.”

Brouillette anid the sting of
\lfolunhoru might take awhilo to be
clt,

“The first year, we probably
wouldn't see much of a diffor-
once,” Broujllette said. “In 10
yoors, wo wouldn’t rocognize
them (Farmington schools).”

Another major problom if tho
voucher proposal passos is the
fact that there would bo auto-
matic reduction in the 2000-01
School Aid Fund of $100 por stu-
dent, or about $1.7 million to
Farmingtan schools, Sharp said.

That loss would have to be
replaced out of the district's gen-
eral fund,

Parental choice
The second question af the pro-

gram was about what was called
o recent controversy over
“Reapecting Myaelf and Others,”
n now nge-approprinte elemon.
tary schoola curriculum in the
district that includes a unit
about sexual harnssment. The
bonrd approved a policy giving
porenta the right to review sensl.
tivo classroom materinls and opt
out their children from watching
those, if thoy felt uneasy about
the subjoct mattor.

Some parents took the district
up on the policy. According to
Sharp, “parcnta did what par-
ents are supponed to do, thoy
revicwed portions of their chil-
dren’s curriculum and exercised
their right to opt that child out
of that particular curriculum.”

And the board strongly urged

parents to do just that, hoe said.
But board mombers on the cur-
riculum committeo and adminis-
tratora also trusted the judg-
ment of “professional educators”™
about going forward with the
aoxual hurnsnmcnt unIt whh:h
Sharp confl d is d by

B 'We cannot leglslate
morality, we cannot leg-
islate parental Involve-
ment.’

Gary Sharp

tha atate,

*“It's important to bring it out
inta the open,” anawered Broull-
lotto, supparting the curriculum
and policy. “Once it (sexual
harassment) ia not hidden, it is
not going to be happening as
much. I think it waa a valuable
thing to have public conversation
about it and I'm very comf(ort-
able with it.”

Brouillette and Sharp, both
parents of students now attend-
ing Farmington schools, said
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THE FUTURE OF A STCURE AKD
LCONOMICALLY INOEPENOENT
ISRALL IS IN HIGH TICHNOLOGY
AND THE FUTURT OF HICH
TECHNOLOGY IN ISRAIL IS

AT THE TICHNION.

What's behind the surge of Israel's GDP to $100 billion?
The global success of Israeli high-tech industry.

Who's behind that historic surge? The graduates of the
Technion-Israe! Institute of Technology, who generate
nearly a third of the GDP.

Technion graduates make up most of Israel’s scientists
and engineers. And the entrepreneurs behind its 2,000
start-up companies.

For six decades, the American Technion Society

has supported “the MIT of Israel.” Please join us in
strengthening the Technion and helping Israel achieve
economic independence.
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does exist on school dis-
tricts to do more *parenting” of
young people than ever before.
But it would not be wise to
push the envelopo to the point
where fauity parents could be
penalized for problem students.
Instoad, cducators nced to
encourage parents to be actively
invalved in the education of their
children, Brouillette said. As a
safety net, the district teaches
students about core values,
“about being a good person reals
1y, and all of those skilla tio into
being good parents” themselves
later in life.
The existence of new programs

i school board

P

palotte,” explained Sharp, also
will pay dividenda in the future.

*Thnt's going to aid our chil-
dren as thoy progress and atart
having kids of their own,” he
said,

Both incumbents strongly
opposed nny thoughts of districta
imposing ponalties on unin-
volved parenta,

“We cannat legislote morality,
we cannot logislate parental
involvement,” Sharp said. “You
can't do it. It's not our place as a
government to put that on the
people and it's scary. It's scary to
think thore are elements out
there who would like to do it.”

Concurring was Brouillette,
who emphasized that “it would
bo a very strange world” if par-
enting wore to be regulated.
“There are a lot of things wo can
do together to raise the level.”

(The forum was hosted by the
Farmington Area Council PTA
and moderated by Joanne Mal-
iszewski, editor of the Farming-
ton Obscrver, It was taped for
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FOOTBALL CAMP
SIGN-UP

Joln former All-State and All-

American Harrison High School ,
greats Mill Coleman and Kovin |

Bryant, along with pro and col-
lege nthictes for a footbnll expo-

rience of n lifetime on July 7-8. . -

Sign-up ends Fridoy, June 30,
and openings are limited.

Camp divisions are: Mid;.

camp, grades 68, 9 a.m. to noon;

and high-camp, grndu 9.12, 14 .

p.m. The camp will take place at

}{nmlon High School's practice .

football ficld. The feo to

Hours
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o.m. to 11:45 am.; PSJP.M..
3 Head-

9:3
p.m.; Hea, ltnrl.IP M., 12: 30
p.m, to 3:30 p.

2000-‘200] P.SJA i., 9:16
a.m. to 11:45 a.m..
12:30 p.m. to 3 p
start/AM,, 9:30 a m. to 12:30
p-m.; Headstart/P.M., 12:30
p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Note: Farmington Public
Schools did not yet have 2000-
2001 school hours available
for special education facilities
and the Farmington Alterna.

such as peer conflict
resolution and the “pence

on local ed

10.)

tive Acad

partici: -
pnle is 865 per player. Call 473-.
570.
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