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Police are
warning
about thefts

BY Jox1 HUBRED
BTAYY WRITXR
JhubredGoshomscomm.net

The thief comea in the night, pick-
ing up the nearest rock, smashing a
window and grabbing the neareat lap-
top computer,

Farmington Hilla police have been
tracking someone who has hit busi-
nesses in the 12 Mile/Haggorty area
since February. Investigators arc still
trying to determinoe whether similar
robberies in the area of Northweatern
Highway are related, according to
Assistant Police Chief Chuck Nebua.

In oddition to the method of entry,
Nebus said, tho cases all have one
important thing in common,

*The laptops have been left in plain
view,” ho said. “Many are observable

rough windows,”

The thiof or thicves alsc move
quickly. Nebus spoculates because
nothing but portable computera are
ever taken, thoy may be traveling on
foot.

“On several ocensions, we've had
officers respond within 60 seconds to
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Congratulations!

Wore on North's graduation,
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N’Qnﬁ in‘IBBB spoke Aner

High School alumnus Pam Daw-
bor of Mork and Mindy tolevision
fame told North's Class of 2000

Old-fashloned fun: Find

Famlly: Meet a local fami- Drimewm .
ly:that has opened their thOoe.bomecomm.aet
cart and home to-chil-; . ]| - indy. Tmade it But.dt. . .
dren from a Chinese’ ’ "““:‘,"‘“;g: somo soul
orphanage./Bi goals; both for her career and
. ife. . Award
g ‘That's what North Farmington

g the hlgh achool’a first-
ever Dlninguiuhcd Alumni

The actress recalled how she
struggled as a high school stu.
dent, until being “challenged” by
a teacher to joln & musical stage

‘ FTAYY ITIOTOS W KLIAKETH CARNIGIE
1I'm donel Honor student Lisa Berenholz waves to her parents across the arena just before the
start of graduation ceremonies.

ng stars

Actress gives grads
‘aduvice for future

Private

out what's new this sum-
mer at Greenmead His-
torical Park and Green-

- field Village./E1

Muslc: The Great Lakes
Chamber Music Festival
begins Saturday./EL

HomeTown Classiticds
CWORK!

co ;f:l?l ad to
734-591-0800

gy
Redford

during Junc 4 commencements
at Compuware Sports Arena in
Plymouth Township.

anbor. who grnduuted from

production during her senior
year, She auditioned for the

Definition: Pam Dawber accepts
the Distinguished Alumni Award
and gwes graduates her thoughts,

Raccoons

reported

shot, beaten in Hills

B‘t JONI HUBRED
.lhnbndMummmt
HomeT Thia {a the way wildlife rehabilitator
A Homor® o Deniso Nitachman heard the stary:
Automotlve/s3 Life/B1
Clasaiflad/H,} Jobs/HE Two Farmington Hills men, tired of
BREIS obs/H raccoons wandering onto their proper-
Classlfied Opinlons/A14-18 ty, et live trapa‘in the woods behind
Index/H1 Rea! Estate/F1 thoir yards and captured seven adult
Crossword Service Gulde/J2 enimals, All wore fomales who had
Puznzie/H3 Sports/C1 recently given birth,

The men shot the seven in the traps,
then went back into the woods a few
ys later after starvation had driven
the babies out of their nests, They
rounded up as many babios as thoy
could find, brought them back to one
man's home and beat them to death
with a shovel.
If what Nitachman heard can be
proven, criminal charges will be filed.

L/ 4 gat great action ﬁ.on;, The question for Department of Natu-
my O&E ad. I sold my car ::{,w:v':ﬁ{ﬂﬂ;h is whether any-
kil on the first calll P'm very )
happy with the results.”

H ‘it [s a criminal investiga-
tion at this time, but it's all
hearsay. Unless someone In
the group confesses, that is
probably the only way we
wilil get a conviction.’
Lt, Linda Morgan

Department of .

*“The bottom line ia that it is not a
confirmed complaint,” said Lt. Linda
Morgan of the DNR's Wildlife Division,
“It is a criminal investigation at this
time, but it’s all hearsay. Unlesa some-
one in the group confesses, that is
probably the only way we will get a
conviction.”

Nitechman believes ne mattor what
happens, whoever perpotrated what

T Pleaso oo RACCOONS, AB

School candidates differ

Despite one parent's call for Farm-

. ington Public 8chools to implement a

teachor code of conduct, both candi-
dates In the echool board raco d

duct ln thu wnka of the recant publ{cl-

n fow anington High School unch~

F}{S peront Mark Mergoner criti-
cized the district for how it dealt with
his ints sbout the toachera,

schools:
Yesto
vouchers

H We've heard from the -
ublic school officials and
earned their thoughts on
vouchers. Now it’s time to
hear what private school
officials think.

Edttor’s note: This is the first in a
continuing series about the proposed
voucher proposal slated to be on tht
November ballot,

BY TRACEY BIRKENHAUER
BTAFY WRITER

Concoptually, Farmington's privato
and parochial achools support vouch-
ers. It's the strings attached to stato
funding that might pose problema.

Non-public school administrators say
thoy would not support vouchers if
thoy restrict their schools’ autanomy or
abllity to administer admission tests,

“Students nren't a problom, but tho
lngulndun might bv' unld Kiyo Momai

school
for mﬂcd chﬂdren in Fnrmlngtan Hllla.
“For § if, by
from public schouh wo had to select by
a lottery, wo muldn't do that.”
JIf the Nov. 7 ballot propoaal puuo.

* students living in school districts with

four-year graduation ratcs less thog
two-thirda could receive vouchers for
public tax money to fund educntions ot
non-public acheols. The voucher pro-
gram would start with the 2001-02
echool year,

Since an affirmative vote would lift
Mlchlgun ] cnnshtutiunul ban on

d al more

Lhnn two-thirds of its students, includ-
ing Farmington, could adopt vouchers
through n vote of the people or the local
school

The Fnrmmgton school board has
passced o resolution against vouchers
and has been campnigning against
them. Unless the school board changes
its position, the only way Farmington
could pass the initiative would be at
the ballot box.

Ploase seo VOUCHERS, A7

AYY PLOTO BT Bl Brrsii
Injured: These two raccoons were reportedly beaten with a ahnucl

on teacher conduct code

profanity and content (with sexual and
violent thomea).

The hers have beon i
by school officials, but Mergener ia
pushing for something that would be
more spacific in deﬂnlng what s or
isn't ble teacher behavior,

ded

the district's current method of han-
dling disciplinary matters.
Uncootested Incumbenta Priscilla
Brouillette and Gary Sharp, inter-
viewed separatoly last month by the
Farmington Observer, differed slightly
on the subject. Brouillette at lonst
would ento notion of expl
& more stringent teacher code of con-

Morgenor's complaints, lodged since
Beptember 1988 with high school and
district administrators,.rovolved

around the following:

M The usd of profane language in the
classroom,

® The showing of o video and recom-
mendation of roeading materials Mer-
gener said were in poor taste, due to

*“I'm comfortable with exploring a
teachor code of conduct,” said Brouil-
lotte, who like Sharp is guaranteed
election to a four-year torm on Monday,
I think that we have conduct covered
complotely In our contract. It's very
cloar in our contract, But it might be n
positive experience for tho district to
roview the oxpoctationa and then

determine whother it makes sonso to
have a code of conduct,”

Sharp said he isn't willing to explen
the issue becausc the disciplining &f
teachers is clenrly stated in the con-
tract and governed by the Puhlh:
Employeea Relationa Act, PERA.

“Qur contract with the unien, n ronn
year contract, cannot be changed with:
out agreoment of the nssocintion,” aaid
Sharp, a Bloomficld Hills attorney;
“And it would be counterproductive !o
even try lo do that,

“The contract sets forth reasons that




