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Retain OCC

Davis, you've earned our endorse-
monts for additional torms on the Onk-
land Community College Board of Truatees.

- On Monday, Juno 12, Oakland County vot-
ers — probably an embarrassingly fow county
votora — will sottlo the OCC olection, along
with dozens of local
school races. In the OCC
race, there are four
challengers battling
Crew and Davis for two
seats on the board,
which eets policy fora
community collego with
more than 27,000 stu-
dents on five

%;5 mile, Carol L. Crow and Pamala M.

incumbents

ability to cut through the bureaucratic non-
senso to got to the heart of an isaue, Sho
seoms to bo without guile; what you sco is
what you get. She keops the board grounded.

“Sho's mare like one of the (OCC) students
than anyone else on the board,” said a long-
time OCC observer.

A noto to Oakland voters: If you're thinking
of skipping the OCC election, plenso think
again,

OCC is a major part of the economic engina
that drives Qakland County. With ita 27,000-
plus atudents, OCC is tho 12th largest com-
munity college in the nation. The college has
{ive campuses (Royal Qak, Southficld, Farm-
ington Hills, Waterford and Auburn Hills), an

and a budget of $116
million.

All gix candidates
seem to caro deeply
about the quality of edu-
cation in the far-flung
OCC system, but we
beliove Crew and Davis
descrvo to be re-clected.
In this particular elec.
tion, we think experi-
ence is to the candidates
what location is to real
catato — everything.
Crow and Davis have made the most of their
first terms on the board. Both have good
attendance records.

Crew, a Waterford Township resident,
secms to have matured into an effective
trustee. Currently, she's the OCC Board
Chair. A nurse in a psychiatric hospital, she
has been known to start a work shift at 4 a.m.
80 that she’s available for a typical ceremonial
luncheon that board chairs have to attend.

Royal Oak resident Davis, who has served
23 a building inspector in that city, has the

Carol L. cmw

jon centor in d Pontincand a
district office in Bloomficld Hills. The campus-.
s consiat of 48 major buildings containing 376
classrooma and Joboratories.

In addition to those students who collect
their associnto degrees and go directly into the
workforce, over 40 percent of OCC's grads go
on to four-year colleges. The collego also
retrains 20,000 workers cach year for the
county’s industrics and is responsible for tak-
ing hundreds of single parenta off public assis.
tance and putting them on payrolls.

Tho seven truatees oversee a budget of $116
million of which 58 percent is from Oakland
County property taxes. Their actions havo far-
reaching effects on the future of the school —
and tho county.

So why do only 15,000 or 8o bother to vote
in this important clection? Unless a communi-
ty has a hotly contested local achool or a mill-
age question, many tend to skip the June
school elections. Pcrhnps school clechons
should be changed to ide with N
ber's general elections, It's uomcthing to think
about ... ns you're voting in the OCC election

Manday, June 12.

Incumbents deserve seats

e outcome of the June 12 Farmington
Public Schools clection will be no sur-
prise. Two seats are open and two incum-

bents, board president Priscilla Brouillette
and trusteo Gary Sharp, are secking re-clec-
ﬁon

. While turnout is expected to be low in this
uncuntcstcd race, wo urge voters to get to the
polls and cast ballots for Brouillette and

Shurp.
. We aro disapp d that no chall
. came forth in thm elecﬁnn
- A d race 1y debate

nnd creates a need for more in-depth discus-
ejon of {saues. It also forces incumbents to
defend their positions and actually campaign
for the seats to which they wish to be re-elect-
éd,

+; Without the benefit of a contested race,
f:uwnvm-, Brouillette and Sharp have nonethe-
1ess been visiblo during the campaign scason,
Both partitipated in a candidate debate hoat-
ed by the Farmington PTA Council and both
l:zhvo been conducting meetings with individ-
unl school's parenta and PTAs, epeaking in
oppomhon to the voucher proposal on the
November ballot.

+. With or without a challenger, Brouillette
descrvea re-clection, She clearly speaks for the
students in the district, cares about them and
cares about their education, But she remains
&ver mindful of the dmtﬂct asa whole, par-
imﬂ. Amint

% As board president Lhia year, she has used
Tier authority with caré, attempting to striko a
Balance between the needs of all partics
fvolved in, and affected by, the school dia-
rict. She speaks her truths quictly and clear-

ly.

Sharp, an atterncy,
has shown he knows
his stuff and, like
Brouillette, is con-
cerned about the stu-
dents. He was appoint-
ed to the board in 1998
after the resignation of
Joe Svoke. He was
then elected in June
1999 to serve tho final
year of Svoke's unex-
pired term.

There is no doubt
Sharp enjoys his work
on the board. His
enthusinam is evident,
particularly for the
students and their
accomplishments, In
the years to come, we

Priscllla Broulliette

a key rolo, using his
legal bnckgmund to

expect Sharp will play |
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Fortunate

'd like to share with you how fortunate I feel
that Priscilla Brouillette is secking re-elec-
tion to the Farmington School Board. Prill has

ghown during her term on the school board
that she is a caring, thoughtful listener who
takes tho time to learn all tho facts before
casting her vote. '

Prill is able to keep the needs of Farming-
ton's children and youth at the forefront of all
board discusaions while still being sensitive to

d

Teens deserve credit

Itin h ful for Rep, Andrew Raczkowski to
imply to any parent that he waa reaponsible
for the county’s decision to install a green
arrow at the traffic light in front of Harrison
High School. Thia ia why I must respond to a
letter in your newspaper on Juno 1.

Threo students, Andy Metry, Tony Kales
and Nevin Hill, decided to take on the issue of
traffic safety in front of their high school.

'l'h-y wore compelled as a result of the tragic
lving a fellow earlier this

the needs of the teachers an
We are indeed fortunate to have someone of
Prill's integrity and Jeadership skills working
on behalf of our schools.
Deb and Paul Ramsoy
Farmington Hills

Vote for Marjorle
lection that is little

year. After meeting with Kevin McCarthy, the
city’s traffic safety engineer who recommend.
ed they involve County Commissioner Terry
Sever, things began te happen,

The atudents met twice at 7 in the morning
with Commissioner Sever and once with
Kovin McCarthy and Dave Allen, the county's
traffic safety engineer, to plead their case.
They requested a public hearing with the

gton Hills Cxty Council and continued

n I
Ais the June 12 balloting for two p

on the Oakland County Community College
board of trustees. That is also the same elec-
tion for two Farmington school board mem-
bers, both of whom are unopposed.

1 want to call attention to the OCC trusteo
candidacy of Marjorie Nanian Mugerian. First
of all she is a resident of Farmington Hills and
with an OCC branch located in our city it
would be nice to have someone from our com-
munity on the board.

Secondly, and more Important, Mrs, Muger.
ian has a background of educational and com-
munity involvement that quahﬁes hor !o sit
on the OCC board. This incl in

to meet in the morning prior to classes to pro-
duce a video and gather statistical informa-
tion to support their need for change.

The results of theu' extra effort brought for-

ward that ded those of
pmvnnun utudxeu Their duta, oompnsmnn and
made it i ible for the Oak-

land County Road Commission to deny their
request. Brent Bair, director of the County
Road Commisaion, was impressed enough to
commit to City Manager Stove Brock that the
county would install the moat advanced equip-
ment, This will result in safety improvements
any time the school creates traffic at that

‘high school and junior high as well as in busi-
ness college.
Sheis an uttomey whu was founder and

A

These mn.mrlmbla teenagers made it hap-
pen. ‘I'hey were tho ones atudymg, recom-

sort through d

d issues,

presi of the A

Qary Shamp

yet

Wo wish Brouillette
. and Sharp good luck.
We also urge them to remain ever mindful of
the pubhc 's right to know about what is hap-
pening in the district, Wn also urge thcm to
lead the way in
ment, not only in the schools but at public
board meetings. Aa we have said before,
putting a parent off because of what he or she
has to say only leads to increascd resentment
and bad feelings.,

" COMMUNITY. VOICE.

Wo asked this
questlon in

Farmington Hills

‘Wa'm gnlnatu :
the boach and
golng on plo-

“We're leaving
for o cottoge
noor Sault Sto.

. *We're going to
Norway. It's 8
family raunfon.”

A ] well as past president of the
Parent-Teacher Association at a school for
children with learning disabilities, Locally,
sha has been active as a board member of Fox-
moor Subdivision Association in the 10 Mile

Sho has been in the privato practice of lasws
sinco 1982, a published author nnd a fellow of
the Michigan State Bar F'

1 hopo you will consider voting in thia elec-
tion nnd voting for Marjorie Mugerian.

Aldo Vagunozzi
Farmington Hills

and pr the auth to act.
In fact, Rep. Raczkowski got involved weeks
after Andy, Tony and Nevin created such an
interest in this issue ns a school assignment.
Our teenagers deserve to be recognized and
credit must bo given properly. Andy, Tony and
Nevin are examplea for all of us that if you
want to make a difference, you can! Adults
must step back from the limelight and let our
teenagers get their just reward and recogni-
tion, They are our future, and they must
believe in themselves!
Cheryl Oliverio
Cotincilmember
Farmington Hills
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from the stories and

they cover,

ng in to write the unmual or

sensational and then dashing off to cover something else. We regard ourselves as both aecurate
Jjournalisis and as caring citizens of llle communities where we uvork.”

— Philip Power
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