This graduation
advice is meant
for the parents

fow yoars ago, copios of a
spooch allegedly given by
outhor Kurt Vonnegut at n col-
lege graduation circulated on the

rnat.

The infamous “Sunacreen” e-mall,
Vonnegut's best edvice about living
1ifo to the fullest, landed in mlllion.l‘:)f

inals through the
world, including mine. It was s
darned fina message, too, chock full of
adages like, “Do something that
scares you at loast once every day,”
“Sing,” “Floss” and *Stretch.”

His first words of advice: Wear sun-
acrecn. It has scientifically proven
benefits, while the rest of what he
had to say did not,

Couplo of problems with the speech.

First, it was writien by o Midwest-
ern newspaper columnist nobody’d
ever heard of before she laid clalm to
those words of wisdom, And no mat-
ter how much sunscreen you slather
on your skin, you just never know
when you're going to get burned.

1 moan, let’s face it. Life happons.
You can apply Copportone SPF 127
belore you leave the houss and sweat
it off while you're gitting for an hour
on the freewny bohind some nut who
signaled right and turned left.

Words of wisdom

No matter whers I've been, I've
always writtea a column at this time
of yoar brimming with wisdom, help-
ful advice and hope for the future,
targoted at high achool graduntes
whose futures strotch out before them
like ondless ribbona of interstate
asphalt.
Couple of problems with the

- columns, .

No high school graduates ever read
them, at Jeast not to my knowledge,
I'd get complimentary calls from par-
enta, but no kid ever walked up to me
and said, “Wow, You're really ...
wise.” And 1 didn't necessarily believe
everything I'd written, even though it
all sounded pretty good.

Oh, I still have hope for the future,
My Best Friend often describes me as
n "glazs is half full® kinda gal. There's
usually a little edge in his voice. I
have the fecling it annoys him sonie-
times, but the fact of the matter is,
I'm an eternal optimist, I can’t under-
stand why anyone would want to live
life expecting tho worst to happen.
lmEnu should prepare for the worst

0 best.

That'’s the only advice you'rs get-
ting out of me, graduates. We both
know you aren't paying attention, so
T'm going to direct tho rest of my com-
ments to the only people who mny
still be listening: your parents.

For you boleaguored survivors, I
hava no advice. You alrendy know too
much. I just want you to stop for a
{inw minutes and refloct upon your

jves.

Thinking back
Romemboer that last day of high
school or colloge? What were you

Has your lifo turned out the way
you oxpected? Do you have all you
wanted?

. Look around’you. Look at what's
imp to you, who is § to

just what seemed right at the time?

Are you living your droama? If you
rre, be proud, no matter what anyone
else says. If not, don't settle for this,
You don't have to settle for thia,

Is the partner who shares your life
your One, True Love?

Are you happy? Don't just say “yes,”
because you want it to be, Carefully
connider the question, -

You've probably done a lot of think.

ing about your child's lifo and a lot of
forgotting about your own. It has been
enough to go to work overy day, bring
homo n check evory woek and pay the
bills every month, °
Once upon a tims, you had the rest
of your life ahead of you, too, You still
o, .
Evory day you watch tho sun como
up, you havo another chance to enjoy
your lifo as it is or change it. Don’t
waste that chanca bocauss you feel
disappointed or cheated or stuck.

Okay, 0 your:job is just a job and
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you. .
Have you done Tho Right Thing or
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indy Champnella couldn't possibly

have known to what degree her life

would chango after cloping in St.
Thomas with her husband, Rick.

Not only would ahe gain three college-age
step-children and later give birth to a child
of her own, she also would adopt two daugh-
ters from China and help other families by
volunteering with Great Wall China Axio‘z;-

r}
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© “My husband and I both were interested in
the Holocaust and involved in the (Holo-
caust) center in West Bloomfield. What we
found very troubling is that many people
hore knew abaut it at the time and did noth-

ing.

“When our
daughter was 2,
we saw a specinl
on ‘60 Minutes'
obout the
orphanages in
China, where the
mortality rate ia
§ between 50 and
80 percent. We
shut it off, but
the kids' faces
kept haunting
me, We won-
dered, is thero
some place we
can send
money?”

That was four
yeara ago.
Champnella,
who works full
time as an
administrator for
Ferndale Public
Schools, got busy
i educating hersolf

4 o using the Inter-
ui}:;l llt!lo bog y net. She learned

Y18 OTPAIGNARE o China's poli-
charge is being cy since 1978 is
adopted by Laura to allow only one

FAMILIES FIND
CHILDREN AND LOVE IN A
CHINESE ORPHANAGE
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there. The actor wrote letters to Chiness offi-
cinls on the Champnellas’ behalf to pave the
way for ndoption.
On the day the couple was to sign papers
for an equity loan o‘? their house to finance
onti b Ala, an at

o g
received a check from n deadbeat client he
hadn't heard from in more than 18 months
on an outatanding debt. It was for within |
$200 of the amount the couple needed. .

B y Ch 1lns were ied in
tho Virgin Islanda, a copy of their marringe
license from the hurricane-flooded court

-house on 8t. Thomas almost scrapped the

entire process. Amazingly, Cindy Champnel-
1a accidentally got hold of the atranger who
had witnessed thoir marriage on the island,
a woman now working in the damaged court
houso who intervened with a magistrate
friend on her behalf and got the paperwork
maoving again.

Back on the Internet, Cindy found a aup-
port network of 2,000 American families in
the process of ndopting Chinese children,
Moust wanted infants, but sho found one
woman who became a good friend. Both had
much in common and were looking for older,
harder-to-place children with special needs,

*Ono day I had a premenition my friend
would hear about her child on Nov. 7, This
waag in October,” Cindy recalled, *I just knaw
it with certainty.”

On Nov. 7, not only did Cindy’s friend
receive a call from the adoption ngency that
a child had been found, but the Champnellas
also got thelr long awaited phone call. Not
an oldor child, but & 4-month old girl witha
cleft palate was offered.

“Our babies were in the same small
orphanage and were sharing the same crib,”
Cindy aaid,

Tho families flew to China together to
bring home their new children,

Life altering experience

“Once you've been there, your life is
never the same, It's one thing tosec a
story on television, it'a another to be thero,
A bus brought us to tho orphanage and the
kids came running up to aco us. There was
only three workera there in an orphanago
with 300 children. The kids were outside

d famil playing with atones, The kida were barefoot

a 1) "’eﬁ. Heu;zion, :l,‘,ﬂ h‘:;u‘::: y, and it was 40 degrees, Thoy had no shoes or
retatives of ¢ hasa resulted in gocks, no toys, no blankats, no medicine, no
Champnellas, Laura 4 ghandan- things.”
is shown holding ment of child The Cl llas baby, at the time 6-
her to-be son, jcularly less ths-old, had lots of dark hair but was

desirable girls bald on the back of her head where she lay
(since it is the male in China who takes care | continually in her crib. She never cried, as
of the aging parents). sho learnod carly that crying didn't bring

On the Internot, she mot n Chinese
woman, Snow Wu, who bad recontly moved
to Texns with her profeasor husband. Wu
was just launching Great Wall China Adop-
tion and thus was willing to work with fami-
liea like the Champnellas, who weren't con-
sldered primo candidates to adopt by other
agencies since thoy already had four chil-
dren and her husband was in his 50s.

Putting kids through college nnr‘l" e}mndy .

0

her anything.

Cindy Champnella keops the torn, ragged
and stained shirt herbaby was dressed in
when presented to her. She shows a picture
of the girl they named Christy, lying lifeless
in her orphanage crib, blank of expreasion. A
accond photo shows a beautiful little girl
grinnlng ear to car clad in a bright yellow

&% Greiat Wall China Addoption ls a fully’

caring for their toddler, Kate, the
las knew it wouldn't be easy financially = an
adoption from China costa about $18,000,
But the Farmington Hills couplo kept got-
ting signs that it was the right thing to do.
‘The Champnellas' daughtor, Julie, was mar-
ricd to nctor Tom Arnold, Through Wu,
Cindy discovered that although western cul-
tural influences are quits limited in China,
Arnold was considerod n "great movie star®

=1l d profit agency

; in Austin, Texas, with satcllite offices

. ughout the United States. i

; °.The agency is dedicatod to finding lov-
{ng homoas for thousands of abandoned

: children {n Chinn, Mnrrisd couples, cou-
plea with children, singlo mon and women

. and individuals ages 80 to 60 aro oligible.

To find out more about adoption of chil.

dren from China, call (248) 442-0857."" '

Happlness Is: Above is Christy Champnel-
la when Cindy and Rick first saw her in’
the orphanage. At left, Christy shows how
pleased she is with her new life.

dresa and wide brimmed white hat.

*“That's her today,” Cindy says, *“That's tho
power of love.”

Back at home, Cindy could barely stomach
looking in her Iargo closet full of dresses and
ehoes,

*It made me phyalcally nauseated — all the
things, T¥'a liks getting religion. Iwasina
store in Farmington and a woman behind
mae on line waa buying a Halloween costume
for her dog. That made me furious.”

1t’s a journoy of discovery she calls “secing
with new eyes.”

It wann't long before Cindy was drawn ton
photo of another little Chineso girl.

*1 didn't know her name. She was tho girl
in tho greon coat. I prayed for her for a year.
In Chinese orphanages when you're over age
38, you'ro cast aside. Everyono wanta the
babies. There Is seldom hope for these older

Paving the way

Snow Wu, owner of the adoption agéncy,
intervened on behelf of the Champnellas to
the extent that she personally traveled to
China to smooth the way ‘with officials.
Again, tho famous son-in-law Tom Arnold |
played a role, supplying autographed photos
of himself with his wife and President Clin-

ton,

“Thoy literally trnded this girl's Jife for the
photos,” she said. [
At ngo 4, thia bright child the Champnel-
las named Jaclyn picked up English within

only two montha,

*She told me she was disappointed. She
wanted a Chinese mother,” Cindy said with
a lnugh. The little girl quickly adapted to her
American lifestyle.
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Happy family: Kate, Jaclyn and
Christy play together in the yard.
Inset is a picture of Jaclyn, “the gir!
in the green coat.”




