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What a night

Players Barn closes with o fun

night and hopes for. future

BY JOANNE MALIBZEWEXI
BTATY WRITER
Jnnl.ln-w-lglboo.bonmmuu

A fino timo was had by all and
money was raised In the contin-
uing offort to build 8 new Farm-
ington Players Barn on 12 Mile.

“The Dance® ~ a gala cel-
cbrating the last production by
the Parmington Ployers in their
beloved barn theater — went off
without a hitch Saturday night,
while taking in another $31,000
for the $1.5 million construction

project.

The barn is expected - if all
goos as planned - to bo domol-
ished, in July to make way for
construction of a new and larger
theater on the same apot, said
Phil Hadley, profect manager
and chairman of the Players
building committee.

‘Tho Players raised money
from the sale of tickets to the
gala, plus pmccc'ds from the live

and silent Red Wing
hockey great Ted Lindsay, who
donated one of his numbered
and autegraphed jerseys, waa on
hand to poso for photographs
and offer nutographs to fans.

Approximately 120 guests
attended the gals, including for-
mor area mayors, a8 well as cur-
ront council members, and state
Rep. Andmw. Raczkowski,

The g

v

ful: Guests at the Farmington Players Barn gala

were entertained by harpist Christina Szelag.

Barnos & Noble on Orchard
Lako Road in West Bloomficld.

*It has truly been laying fallow
for five years,” Hadloy said.

The apace is n good-sized room
with a stnge. "We realized we
could turn it into a theater,”
Hg_dl:y sald.

was p

with the last performancae of Kiss
Me, Kate and food donated by 20
nrea reataurants.

By the way, the revival of Kiss
Me, Kate wos honored yot ngain
at this past week's Tony Awards.

“It will be nice to ace the barn
expand so they will have wing
space to do more elaborate sets,”
said Farmington Hills council-
woman Vicki Barnett, who
served as an honorary commit-
tee member for the gala. “The
charm will remain but the
enhencements will make for
moro elaborate productions.”

Though the barn ia officially
closed, the Farmington Players
aron't taking a hiatus, They will
be back in September with a sea-

inally, the Players cxpoct-
ed to use space at William Tyn-
dale College but proposed con-
struction there prevented it. “Wo
were asking about for anywhere
we could go,” Hadley said.

The 110-member group has
been diligently raising money for
the construction of & now the-
ater, Approximately 80 percont
toward its goal, the Playera are
hoping to get corporato help.

“We offer an outlet for creativi-
ty, communal team building,”
Hudley said. “It’s their employ-
ces wo nre giving an outlet to.
We aro not asking for a lot. We

are also asking corporations to -

help us with materials, services.”
The new barn theater is

pon's lineup of shows, thanks to
offorts by members who secured
o temporary apot for their pro-
ductions.

Mombers are in the process of
lensing empty spaca next to

pected to seat 242 patrons and
the lobby will be large enough to
accommodate a full house for
mingling and refreshments, Tho
lobby also will be available for
nren arts organizations to hoat
cxhibita,

“We've talked to the arts com-
mission so we want to make it
available, We have gotten a lot
of intercat,” Hadloy said.

Anyone who would like to con-
tribute to the Players’ continu.
ing fund.raising offorts are
asked to call the box office
(which will continue while they
are housed in West Bloomficld)
at 663.2866.,

The performance lineup for
the coming year includo Fools in
September; Lion in Winter in
November; The Uninvited in
February, 2001; and Stalag 17 in
May, 2001.

ProTus.
What a find: Graig Forhan displays Ted Lindsay's hockey jersey to the bidders.
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2 5%off*

on selected merchandise I
throughout the storel 2

An evening: Irving and Virginia Slotnick pause during
the gala.

Celebrate summer
‘'with Fun Series

* Downtawn Farmington's Sum-
mer 2000 Fun Sories will run
scparate’ shows at 10:30 a.m,
and noon Wednosdays, begin-
ning June 14 through Aug. 2 at
various places in Farmington.
Thero is no aven plannod for
‘Wednesdny, June 27,

Tho sorles includes:

™ June 14, *Jack and the
Bennatalk,” by Leater's Puppot
Advontures, under !.hu tent in

W The Downtown Farm-
Ington Fun Serles will
debut June 14 and run
through the beginning
of August.

Civic
W July 18, Richard Paul, ven-

tho D Cen-

tor

W Junc 22, “Shop, Swap and
Sell,” o garago sale for kids with
freo table space at Orchard
Stroot Park. Pro-rogistration is
roquired by calling (248) 473-

7278

M Juno 28, “Tho Monster that
Ato Your Gnrdon,” presented by
tho Mask Puppot Theatre under
the tont at tho Downtown Farm-
ington Centor -~

B July 12, Geri Green, musi-
cal program for all eges, nt the

A -

t ist and puppet performer
at tho Civie

W July 26, “Zomo the Yo-Yo
Mon,” juggling, magic and yo-yos
nt the Civic

W Aug. 2, Doug Sheor, magic
presontation at the Civie.

The shows are freo.

For moro information, call the
Downtown Farmington Evont
hotline nt (248)473-7283.
Orchnrd Street Park is located
1.4 mila south of Grand River,
enat of Farmington Rond,

*Savings off originat prices of selected merchandise as
jdentified by signs. No adjustments made on prior purchases.

Jacobsons

Birmingham  {248) 644-6900 Livonla » (734) §91-7696 Rochoster « (248) 651-6000
SHOPPING HOURS ¢ MON-SAT 10-9 » OPEN SUN AT NOON

www.jacobsons.com
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