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Demi Moore’s

ml'at(-\est has

her in intriguing dual role.

BY CIoUsTY LEMTRE
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

Demi Moore plays a woman
living two livea in "Passion of
Mind” :

That's not even the moat
unuaun! part of the movie.
What's immediately striking is
how much clothing Moore wears
in both lives. After showing ofl
hor perfectly toned body in
“Stripteasc® and *G.L Jane” and
on magazine covers in tho ‘00s,
hore Moore's character wears
baggy overalls in the garden and
pajamas and socks to bed.

Hor wardrobe is only the
most obvious indication of how
different a film this is for her.
Look closer and you'll see Moore
has immersed herself in 0 com-
plex role that depends on subtlo
nuance to convny two scparate
lives. She plays Marie, a wid.
owed mother of two young
daughters who lives in the
French countryaide. She spends
sunny, lazy days working in the
garden and writing free-lance
book reviews for The New York
Times.

But when she goes to sleep at
night, sho wakes up na Marty, a
high-powered Manhattan liter-
ary agent who lives alone in o
spacious, eclectic loft.

Then the next morning, she
wakes up again as Marie,
Which life is rea! and which ia

BY NEKESA MUMB! MoonY
ASBSOCIATED PRESS WIUTER

Whether its “Bad Boys,” “Bluc
Streak” or the new *“Big
Momma's House,” Martin
Lawrence always ends up play-
ing the same character in his
movies - which is Martin
Lawrence.

And playing Martin Lawrence
basically consists of making
exaggerated facial expressions,
exhibiting a comically defiant
attitude and using off-color
words in as many different com-
binations as possible.

Even though Lawrence's act is
getting repetitive, it's still good
enough to make for an amusing
time in “Big Momma's House,” in
which he not only plays an FBI
agent, but dons a_fat suit and
rubber facc to go undercover as a
70-year-old woman whose grand-
doughter is being investi d
by federal nuthorities.

Maleolm Turner (Lawrence) is
o federal agent and mastor of
disguises who loves tho danger-
ous clements of hia job and
shunsa the ho-hum family life.
His partner, John (Paul Giamat-
ti), is of course tho completo
opposite - preferring to stay in
the station rather than go out
and chase tho bad guys.

When Lester, a deadly bank
robber (Terronce Howard), busta
out of jail, Malcolm and John are
assigned te monitor the houso of
Big Momma (Ella Mitchell), the
feisty Southern grandmother of
Loster's gorgeous ox-girlfriend
Sherry (Nin Long). Authoritics
suspect that Sherry has hidden
the loot from Lestor's eorlior
bank robbery and is planning to
run away with Lester and tho $2
million booty.

Tho surveillance is running
smoothly until Big Momma ia
suddenly summoned out of town
on an emorgency. With Shorry
heading to visit her, Malcolm fig-
ures the only way to keep Sherry
from Joaving is to become Big

imaginary? It'a impossible to tell.
Both are so rich in dotail, thoy
fool complotaly real to
Marie/Marty and to the audi-
ence,

She confldes her confusion to
therapists in France and New
York, and frienda in both places
try to convince hor they're tha
ones who are real. She also falls
in love with & man in each life.

In France, it's the aggressivo
and seductive Willinm (Stellan
Skarsgard), n writer whoso moat
recont novel she has just
trashed. In New York, it'a Aaron
(William Fichtner), n shy,
thoughtful accountant who
becomos her friend first and
then her lover.

Ia she cheating on one with the
ather? She can't discern which
man is an illusion, and fears
choosing the wrong one. Writer
Ron Bass, known for big box
offico movies like “Entrapment,”
“My Beat Friend's Wedding™ and
“Rain Man,” keeps the audience
gucasing until the very end in
this slower, subtler film.

Much of Bnss’ dialogue docs
fecl stilted, however, and his
romantic interests for
Marie/Marty are completoly
annoying and create little chem-
istry.

Both men lay their cards on
the table way too early, Willlam
tells Marie during one of their
early meetings, “I've decided I

want you to like me,” and afltet
their first date, “I'd liko to coma.
home with you." On Marty’s firat:
informnl date with Aaron In Cen-
tral Park, he tells her wistfully,
“There's somathing about two
peoplo sharing their souls on a°
Sundoy morning.”

Who would date either of
them? And why do either of them
stay with her after she admits
she has n sccret, sccond life?
Thoy should write her off as o
nut nnd run for the hills, but for
gome ronson they stick around.
This latest film {rom Belgian
director Alain Berliner couldn’t
be more different from his carli-
er “Ma Vio en Roae”™ (“My Life in
Pink™}, about a ?-year-old boy
who belleves he's a girl, wears
makeup and dresacs, and playas
with dolls,

Both feature main characters’
who struggle with identity
crises, but that's where tho simi-
laritica end. “Ma Vic en Rose,”
which enrned Berliner n Golden
Globe for best foreign language
film in 1998, wasa bright, colorful,
cven campy ot timea,

~Passion of Mind” is more sub-
dued and Introspoctive, It's
Nawed and a bit convoluted, but
worth secing simply because the
idea behind it is so intriguing.

“Passion of, Mind® is a
Paramount Classics releaso; it
runs 105 minutes,

‘Momma’ showcases Martin
Lawrence’s comedic skills

TWEaTET) ConuEy Fox

At the movles: Martin Lawrence stars in “Big .
Momma's House” at theaters today. ;

Momma himaelf.

Just the sight of Lawrence
dressed as a hefty old woman
with a blond wig and huge
breasts is enough to garner o few
laughs. But watching him try to
stoy in character as Big Momma
while admiring Shorry's soxy
body, fighting off the advances of
a randy old coot and bouncing
his large framo ofl some young
punks on the basketball court ia

characters, some requiring fat
suita and prosthetics nnd maks'
ing him completely unrecogniz-
able. (A sequel is scheduled to,
hit theaters this summer.} .

But the makeup job here is
lesa convincing. First, to mako
Lawrence and Mitchell look
nlike, Mitcholl's face was altered
with proathetics, making hor
look distractingly unnatural:
Lawronce’s face has similar

hysterical, While L: ]
not always confined to the fat
suit - Malcolm doos emerge to
woo the beguillng Sherry - it's ns
Big Momma that he ia most
entertaining.

Lawrence haa lang been adept

at donning women's clothes for
laughs: Hia St h ct

pr 1 h sinca it if
supposed to have been made on
the quick by Malcolm and John,
it's more forgivable — and kind of
humorous,

Darryl Quarles and Don

Rhymer wroto the mostly formu:
lalc screenplay. But it has

on his defunct sitcom “Martin”
itchos in

gh funny ta and
Lu“ﬁroncu antics to keep the

atill has people in
reruns.

Lawrence's turn as Big
Momma s cortain to draw com-
parisons to Eddio Murphy’s “The
Nutty Professor,” in which Mur-
phy played nt Jeast five differont

rom ating on
the predictability of it all, “Big
Momma’s House,” directed by
Raja Gosnell, is distributed by
Twontiath Century Fox; it's
rated PG-13 and runs 1056 min-
utes. :

COMING ATTRACTIONS -

Scheduled to open Fiiday, June 8

QONE IN SIXTY BECONDS

Remake of 8 1974 fitm by H.B. Hallckt
in which Nichotas Cage ploys a former
car thiat who is commissioned to steal
60 cass In ons night, The hitch is anoth-
or gang Is planning lo do tho soma,

aroOVE .

Told from the perspective of on insldar,
Groove dotalts one eventfitied night In
tha undarground rave scene In San Fran-
clsco,

Scheduled to open Friday, Juna 16
BOYS AND GRLE

Romantic comedy explozes the gamas
that men and woman play, Stars Freddle

Piinza, Jt., Clalre Fortant, Juuo&srw. .

TAN AL

In a joumay that begins after Earth
s, a rebaltious teenagar named Cale
smbarks on an adventure through space
to find the logendory spacecraft, tho

Titan, which holda the secrot to salva- *

tion for the human roce.
BHAFT

Samuel L, Jackson is Shaft, a prvate
detectiva o the trsll of o murdatar who
wants to eliminate tho koy witness to a
crime, Stars Vanessa Willioms, Chilstian
Bole.

JEBUS' SON

Based on Donls Johnson's cutt novel
this sago stors Bllly Crudup, Donls
Lenry and tock Dinck.

Scheduled to opon Friday, June 23

SURSHING

Directod by Istvan Szabo, the fitm
conjures up thres themes: the
Intmanlty of humon specles, the
symbolic meaning of a famlly name ond
the aching totarance and occeptance In -
madain saclety.

SUTTERTLY’S TONGUR

Set ageinst the backdrop of civil war In
Spaln 1838, tho story of & shy young .
boy and his compassionate leacher who
tenchos him to find his way i en
Incrossingly frightening world,

KT, MYSELF AND IRENE

Comedy aboul a mitdmennored Rhode
Ialand cop with o split-personelity disor
dor who 63coris & woman bock to her
home town. Stara '%m Carrey. ¥




