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Hills is in top five cities for mom/infant health

BY MARY RODRIQUE
HTAP? WRITER
mrodrique@oe.homecomniaet

Farmington Hills ranks in the
top five cities in Michigan on
maternal and infant woll-boing,
reported Hills Mayor Nancy
Batos to.the Commisaion on
Children, Youth & Families at
its Juno 1 mecting.

In a study produccd by Kida
Count in Michigan, an off-shoot
of.the Michigan Lesgue for
Homan Servicoa, Farmington
Hills ranked number one
statewido in prenatal care.

The statistics were compiled

using 1998 figures, The Lansing-
basod Kids Count in Michigan
provides a demographie profilo of

the uocond beat rnnklng in
Michigan.
It also mnkod nomnd in births

children across Michi, county
by county. Thia latest roport
called “The Right Start in Michi-
gan’s Largest Cities" focused on
citlea, Kids Count is a non-profit
organization that promotes
socini woll-being,

Farmingtan Hills ranked in
the tap five citiea in 1998 for five
of soven indicators and improved
on four of thoso five indicatora
from 1890 to 1898, In births to
women under age 20, it d:

to - a drop
from 51 to 53 in tho first cight
years of the decade; and a second
placo ranking in births to moth.
ora with less than a 12th grade
oducation (from 60 to 24). In
1998, thoro wore 853 births in
Farmington Hilla. Tho source for
information is tho Division for
Vital Records and Hoalth Statis-
tica, Michigan Dopartment of

from 30 in 1980 to 18 in 1998 -

Community Health,
d The tion's
pointa include:

That' maternal and infant wcll-
teing is the bedrock of

nomic situation of families in
those

ty health ~ the early yeara shapo
the potential of a child's life in
profound ways.

Cities ns a group had lower
lovels of moternal and infant
woll-being than tho rest of the
state — more bables wera born

pro-torm and at low birthweight |

in urbnn arcas, their mothers
moro likely to have been unmar.
riod or teens, have less than 12
years education or recoived lato
or no prenatal eare.

Much of tho wide variation
among citiea is tied to the cco-
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Cities havo oxperienced
groater improvement than in tho
rest of tho stato on mensures of
matornnl and infant well-being.
Despito their generally poorer
atatus, cities ns a group
improved on all eight indicators
from 1980.98, Other arcas of the
atate lost ground on three areas;
low birthweight, pre-term
babies, and non-marital hirths.

Mnyor Batos prosented Bev
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a full copy of the report.

In other comminsion news,
Todd Lipa, director of the Farm-
ington Hilla Youth & Family
Services program, roported that
ho had visited all 13 olementary
schools in the district and spcke
to almost 1,000 fifth graders
about the middle school aftor.
achool program. As of Thuraday, |
104 incoming sixth gradera had
signed up for the program.

A youth conter open houso is
slated for the end of Auguat at
all four contors,

Lipa also reported that a fifth
centor may opon in Septamber at
tha Salvation Army building at
Shiawassce and Inkster roads to
serve tho southeast part of the
city.

“We'ro golng to meot with
Clarenceville achool officials to
sce tho possibility of obtaining
somo funding,” Lipa said. “We're
locking for transportation to that
asita.”

It was the last mecting of the
comunisgion before n summor
broak, The next meeting will ba
held Sept. 7 at Farmington Hills
city hall.

Livonia’s
Spree on
1ts way

BY RALPH R, ECHTINAW
BTAFF WRITER
rechtinaw@oshomecomm.net

The Spreo summer featival
and civic birthday party returns
to Ford Field June 20-26 as Livo-
nia continues to celobrata its
50th year of cityhood.

Experienced Sprec-goors will
be comforted by the thinga that
haven't changed, exciteg by
what's new and won't miss
what's missing too much, if
Spree organizera have done their
Jjobs well.

Old favorites

What hasn't changed is the
carnival, unless you count the
addition of two rides to bring the
total to 60 (ano ride for each year
of cityhood).

Taste of Livonin is back with
the same low price ($6) but with
a different lineup of food service
busincsses,

The musical entertainment is
top notch as summer festivals go
and includes Livonia's Steve
King and the Dittilies, an old
favorite that hns been absent
from last year’s Spree. Returning
musical acts include 8 of 8, Art of
Fact, New Odyssey and Espres-

80,

Family Fun Dny provides
games and nctivitiea for children
Saturday afternoon,

The Sunday night fireworks
roturn as usual. Spree organiz-
ors have never messed with tho
fireworks, said bonrd Secretary
Bill Fried.

And of course, the Robinson
Racing Pigs are back. (Sprue
organizers heard plenty of
squeals the lnst timo they tried
to nave a festival without the
porcine mammals, Fried said.)

What's new

The lumbarjacks of the last
three Sprees have been axed in
favor of the Golden Dragan Chi-
neao Acrobats, in the first year of
a three-yoar contract,

Now musical acts include
Jania Leigh and Luck of the
Draw, the Tommy C Band, the
Livonie Symphony Orchontrn,
the Bugs Beddow Band and Jack
Dalton’s Dixio Land Band.

Budweiser will give o boer-
brewing demenatration, but con-
sumption of the hoer is illegal.
{They might distributo *non-nlco-
holic brew” to make up for it.)

What's missing

Discontinued activitiea includo
the potting farm and pony rides
and tho Hearts of Livonia Casino
Night.

‘Twiaty tho Clown is gone after
more than 10 straight yoars at
the Sproo, Twisty’a absonce
Jands & double whammy on tha
Spreo’because the clown’s alter
ego, Ray Wojciechowski, was the
longtime games marahal for
Family Fun Day, Organizers had
a hard time replacing him in
that capacity.

Grape 8hot and the Red
Garter Band, popular with the
crowd last year, aro not roturn.
ing although Sproo organizora
tried to got thom, Both bands
were nlready booked by the time
‘they wore nuknd to perform at
Sprea.



