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Vouchers .., ...

The numbor of signatures nec.
easary to got vouchers on a ballot
is 10 percont of tho votes cast in
the last preceding elaction, For
example, if 200 poople vote In
Monday’s school election, vouch-
or supporters would need 20 sig-
;\gtuns to put vouchors oo a bal-
ot .

School officials expect a low
turnout this year becausa school
board incumbents Priacilla
Brouilletto and Gary Sharp are

g unopposed,

With vouchers, the state would
allow students within qualified
achoot districts and any approv.
ing districta to receive vouchers
for tuition at private and
parochinl olementary and sec-
ondary schools. ! | )

! Under this proposal, vouchers
wotld be worth half of the state
average foundation allowanco.
The atate would keep thq other

R ‘if vouchers atfected our normal procedures,
we couldn't keep our school what It Is. The fam}-
lles who come to this school wouldn't want our

pltl_lon to change.’

Kiyo Mors
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non-gifted studenta attended.

“If vouchers affocted our nor-
mal procedures, we couldn't keep
our school what it is,” Morse
said. “The families who come to
this school wouldn't want ou
ml:ciou t,a change.” .

half of the money, g to
the state House Fiscal Agency.

agen
. will bo worth $3,457 for the
{: 200102 year, but that number is
. certain to change.

Unlike funding for public
schools, voucher amounts would-
o't vary across school districts,
But vouchers would be limited to
the amount of tuition, If tuition
is $2,000 a year, tho voucher
would bo worth $2,000.

Sinco Steppingstone, an ele-
mentary school with 60 students,
catera to gifted students, the cur.
riculum could be compromised if

BY TRACEY BIRKENHAUER
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. On Nov, 7, voters will consider
. moro than tuition vouchers,

The proposed nmendment to
the Michigan Consti will

cy estimates vouchors

pping currently
chargea $6,399 annua) tuition,
which would atill be roquired
under vouchers,

*If we have no restrictions, I'd
have no problem with it,” she
-uid; “That's nat likely to hap-

pen.

Sister Regina Marie Doolkor,
principal of Mercy High School,
snid she would welcome voucher
studonts if her school wos
allowed to admint d

The Cathollc high school with
950 students charged 86,076 per
pupil this year. wy

“We're all looking for the same
goal,” Doelker said. “Wo have to
work a0 hard to get what we
have. I beliove strongly in got-
ting support.”

Jack Faxon, headmaster of the
International School in Farming-
ton Hills, says it would be inap-
proprinte ot to accept vouchera,

*“I don't soo any reason why we
wouldn't accept vouchers,” snid
the retired atate senator. “But
that doesn't mean I'm going out
and promoting it, It's 8 form of

Not d h
would be the same as saying we
wouldn't uccept acholarships,”

The International School,
which apecializes in forelgn Ian-
guage immoraion, will charge
$9,000 to $10,000 tuition next
year,

Steppingstone’s Morse can
it the gl

tosts. Sho would wel the

vouchor system, in thoory,
because it would offer parents
financial rolief.

PP sur-

di hers, Sho sent her
gifted children to Steppingstone,
thus paying taxes to support
public schools in sddition to

Ballot language undeveloped

il Voters signed petitlons to got these issues on
a ballot. Language from those petitions has been
used as an officlal outline of what to expect on

the ballot.

. also pravide for an increase in

- guaranteed per-pupil funding

- and teacher testing, according to
petition langunge.

. 8pecific ballot language haan't
beon developed yeot. Votera
igned potitiona to get theso

ssues on o ballot, Language

from those petitiona has been

used ae an official outline of

what to expect on the ballot,
‘The petition reada: “The legis-
lature shall provide for regular

testing of the knowledge in aca-
demic subjocts of teachors in
public achools ond in nonpublic
achools which redeem tuition

Please soe BALLOT, A8

. Brary PwoTO Y Azt Ratatoy
Involved: Jack Faxon speaks with International School students Noel Herbert and
Guillermo Sanchez, who are learning Spanish.

tuition.
“It's frustrating to pay taxes

said, *I'm very sympathetic to
parents, If there's o way we
could al} wo'rl: this out, it would

and not bo able to use it toward
your 's od jons,” sha

Officinls at Our Lady of Sor-
rowa, St. Paul'a Lutheran and

St. Fabian did not retura phone .

inquiries from the Observer.
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