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[
:‘-hn feols 18 an act of immensur.

vgble cruelty will pay.
++ "Evon if no one holds them
blo now, jud, t will

Nitacl';niun and gave hor the
tolophene number of the rescuer,
but u:]d her not to ask him any

veome,” she eaid. “We wore put
‘horo to protect what was in tho
~Garden (of Eden), not destroy it
.Wo don't havo the right to judgo
‘what deservea to bo hore and
:what doean't.” -

A numbaer of questions will
‘havo to be answored bofore the
‘stata can presa chargoes, Thore's
Jeven aomo quostion as to
swhether any law was broken.

+ Citizons are allowed to get rid
of raccoons and their offapring if
:the animala are causing damage
:to their property, Morgan eaid,
‘Howaver, traps can only bo set
‘on private property, Nitachman
was told the locals who allegedly
‘killed the animals set the traps
:in the woods, not in their awn

.yards, '

" While Farmington Hills hag
‘ordinancea on the books about
ranimal crueity, city attorney
:John Donohuo said he doasn’t
‘think officials have any control
;over trapping, except as it
s regarda the fur trade.

' *In terms of nuisance ani-
‘mals,” ho anid, “I don't think tho
‘city has any regulations beyond
seruelty,”
' A Livo:

$30nt Nitaeh

“She didn’t want him to got
scared off so I wouldn't got tho
babies,” Nitachman explained.

The story tho man told her
ovor the phone scunded a little
fishy, and Nitachman took a
friond along with her for & mid-
night trip to the mar's house.
Tho man had asked her to come
right awny because he would bo
gono in the morning.

As sho prepared to loave after
picking up tho animals, the man
told hor the truth about how the
bables had como into hia possca-
sion. He was with the trappers
and the only reason he was able
to reacuo the animals, ho said,
was that tho men who had killed
the othora thought thess wore
dead na well, .

“Ha said, ‘I did toll them it was
wrong.™ Nitschman recalled, “I
told him those guys will pay. I
sald there isn't a sparrow that
falls from tho sky (God) doesn't
know about.” C

The DNR still has to provo &
erimo was committed boforo it
can take action. Morgan said
that while the cruclty is disturb-
ing.‘ wildlife rehabilitation can bo

B tc as

nin
Igaid sho was invited to a Hills
‘home by a man who had told a
!mutual friend he had “found” the
‘baby raccoons nlongside the
road. The friend called

well.

Morgan soid nenrly 90 wildlifo
rchabilitators have been permit.
ted in her district, under a pro-
gram that {8 not funded. Sho had
to close down the program earli-

i B@E Ot from page A7

er this yonr because of numorous

' requests for pormits,

‘When animals are reacued and
relensod back into the county,
the problems nesociated with
crowding into populated aroas
akyrocket, Nitschman said she's
taken vacation time from work
bocause she started gotting ao
many cnlls 8o curly this year,

Taking care of tho 46 raccoona
she has now is a full-time job.
She's up at 6 a.m. and epends
four or five haurs cleaning cogea
and caring for tho animals, then
puts in two hours for their after-
noon fveding. Sho doesn't get to
bed beforo 1 a.m,

“I work for my babies and my
mortgage,” she eaid,

Tho raccoons acom to know
that, Though the babies ehe res-
cuod Friday had a disastrous
experieace with humnn beings,
they cling to her like a mothor,
Nitachman hasn’t been able to
do much except feed them and
try to keep thom safe and quiet.

Sho has pothing but praise for
Dr. Glenn McCluro at Strong
Voterinary Hoapital, who has
provided medical troatment
Nitschman couldn't afford, like

linting limbs and admin
ing life-saving medications. Hor
work isn't supported by any

* organization; poople who deliver

animals accasionally will con-
tribute money for their care.
Despite the long hours and the
financial burden, Nitachman
can't soo herself ever quitting.

vouchers under this scction.”
A spokeaman from Kids First!
»S’aal, the organization that pro-
;duced tho petition language, said
‘festa haven't been developed yot
;and that task would be loft to
+tha state Legisluture,

2 An for funding; the patition
!paya: “Boginning in the 2001-
12002 stato fiscal year, the state
:éhall guarantoe that the total
+gtato and local per pupil revenue
*for school operating purposes for
spach local school district, as
djusted for consolidations,

" Somarset Collectlon, (24B) 816-5100, Shop ¢

H ‘This would mean the
ditference of, at least,

hundreds of mlilions of .

dollars.’

Laurie Cummings
—Analyst

annexations, and boundary
changea, shall not be lcsa than in
tha 2000-2001 state fiscal year;
provided the school district does

not levy o millage rate for school
district oporating purposes less
than it lovied in 2000,

Proposal A guarantead the
amount wouldn't dip below 1994-
95 lovols, so this would be a
major increase in guarantecd
funding, according to the Houso
Fiscal Agoncy. Exact numbera
aren't available, i

“This would mean the differ-
ence of, at least, hundreds of mil-
lions of dollara,” said Laurie
Cummings, a House Fiscal Agen-
cy analyst.

clal houts, Saturday 9:00-9,00, Sunday 11:00-6:00. For orders,

aar
Taking care: Denisc Nitschman of Livonia is a wildlife rehabilitator.

As sho stands in the middle of
hor garago, among cages atacked
three deep around the Insido,
sho talks to tho adult raccoons in
a soft, loving voice, catling them
by name.

When the adults havo recove
ered or when the babies have
grown sufficiently, Nitschman
said, she releases thom into tho

wild, on a lorge, undeveloped
proporty owned by a friend.

It’s not cosy to say goodbys,
but Nitschman said helping ani-
mals honl and then returning
them to thelr natural habitat is
moro than just a job,

“My job ia what I do,” sho sald.
“Who I am {8 a wildlife rehabili-
tator.”

For more information or to
help, call Nitschman at (734)
4257129,

Anyone with information
about the Hills incident involv-
ing raccoons may contact Lt.
Morgan at the Department of
Natural Resources, (734) 853
0241,

Tho “new” Dnmmans Hard-
waro will colebrate ita Grand
Opening noon to 3 p.m. Satur-
day with a sidewalk barbecue.
Sort of.

As part of tha celebration, a
representativo of Weber Grills
will demonstrate a grill, by
cooking and cutting up tasty
samples for customers and
interested passcrs-by.

The event will take place in
the sidewalk arca between the

Dammans to celebrate opening

M A sidowalk barbe-
cue will help cefe-
hrate the store's
grand opening.

hnrdware store and the Shoe
Carnival, in the Downtown
Farmington Centor.

Earlier this month,
Dammans moved from another
location in the strip mall to the
formor Farmer Jacks super-
markot. The spaco that waes
vacated by Dammans in mak-
ing the move ia expectod to
so0on be occupied by the Dollar
Caatle.

Downtown Farmington Cen-
ter is located east of Farming-
ton Road and south of Grand
River.

answers or advice, call our Boauty Hatline at 1.800.7-BEAUTY or visit us at nordstrom.com/beautyholline




