AB(F)

1'e Yogerver & nccentrie! SUNDAY, JUNE L1, ZUWU

Teacher training sessions to take over Civic stage

BY T SMITH
BTAYY WIITIR
tamith@oohomecomm.net

When tho city of Farmington
purchased the Civie Theatre,
officials insisted tho facility
could be viable, aa long as busi-
neases and corporations used it
for weokday conforences.

It took a fow months, but this
week's Farmington Public
Schools clementary study sum.
mer pcadomy, “Celebrating the
Jaurney,” is the first such use of
the landmark Grand River facili-
ty.

More than 200 elementary
teachors will attond threo two-
hour scssions, 8:30.10:30 a.m.
Monday through Wednesday, in
the Civic’s lower auditorium,
Before the acssions, thoy will
anjoy breakfast at the nearby
Grand Cafe. Breakout scassiona
will follow, at the Farmington
Training Center, from 10:50 a.m.
to 3 p.m. each day.

Thoso scasions will focus on a
varfety of aducational topics,
such as the uso of technology in
curriculum, onrichmont pro-
grama, conflict resolution,
asscesment, student portfolios
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and gonl-sotting.

Teachers voluntarily signed up
for the workshop, which goes
toward the stato-mandated four
days of in-service tencher train-
ing, said Jerry Fouchoy, director
of curriculum and staff develop-
ment.

“It's a wonderful facility, but
thia is our firat time through,”
Fouchey said. “So wo'll try to fig-
ure out the sound system nnd
the lights,”

The district {a pInnmnK to uso
tho Civic for futuro staff d

using the facility,” said Farming-
ton Mayor Bill Hortsock, “Espe-
clally in an event like this. It
bringa a lot of poople downtown
during tho day. There should ba
an ancillary benefit for restau-
rants and other businosses.”

-

“CELEBRATING THE JOURNEY”

H'Rsa wonderh_ll facllity.’

Fouche:

Jer
—Farmington Public Schoo r.

Bill Richard 1 city
manngor, sald the echool teacher
training is the “perfect kick-off”
to the theater rental program.

The 8:30-10:30 a.m. goneral
seaslons at the Civic include tho
following:

ment programs, Fnuchoy nddcd.
“Of course, we're excited that
the community ia going to be

On June 8, 2000 RadioShack
broadcast a Jewel concert
Into all of our storos.

This broadcast was misidentified
In our print Mv- rilslng 2s bolng
“High Definltlon®,

The broadcast and all subsequent
in-toro broadcasia of tha concert
will bo n digital quatlty plcture
and sound only,

‘Wo ragrat this orror and sny
confuston It may have causad,

@ Monday, David Bydlowski
Charles Kline and Fred Ribita,
who will perform “Scjence Explo-
sion: Broin-Basoed Instruction

g‘hmugh Munic, Magic & Come-

# Tuesday, Elbn Santiago
LeBonte, *Diversity in the Ele.
mentary Clossroom.”

B Wednesday, Bill Page, *Ya
Got What Ya Get.”

Pago, a former toachor and
educational conaultant, will talk

Teachers ;..o

about how teuchors must tonch'
the kids thoy got in their class- .
rooms, "not the kida we would:
like to mt, not the kids we uned._
to get.” :

Ho will supply practical idead:
for increaaing achiovement, atti=:
‘tude, discipline and succoss oﬁi
oach student.

becomo n reality locally,

While all three issues on tho
ballot concern educators, teacher
testing affeets thom on a more
personal level.

“There's a certain cyniciam in
the question of teating,” said
Jock Faxon, headmastor of the
private International School in
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Farmi Hills. He'a also o
rotired atate senator. “What
bothers me is the presumption
that hers are lack-

Unknown factors

McNeilly said tho test hasa't
been developed yet and he's
unsure how often teachers would

be tested or what consequoncea
thoy would face if they fniled. He
sald tho legislature will formu-
lato a program.

It's the unknowna that bother
educators, including the hoad-
master of Steppingstone, o
g‘chogl for gifted studenta in

ing in skills. I find it offonsive,

“We aren't asking other profes.
sions to do tho same thing, Why,
all of the sudden, should teach-
ers havo to take tests? What do
wo think these people aro? The
people who wrote this up have o
cynical view of teachers.”

o “writors™ are members of
Kids First! Yes!, the organiza-
tion that gathered enough peti-
tion signors to put thesc issues
on a ballot,

“It's unfortunate Mr. Faxon
would want to talk about
motives,” said Greg McNeilly,
communications director for
Kids First! Yes! “In the Legisla.
ture, he withstood a test every
four years. Doctors, electricians,
police officers and EMS workers
oll get periodic testing, Those
entrusted with our children’s
educations should do the same.”

With teacher testing, McNeilly
snid, pnrenta would know if their
children’s teachers are qualified,
He said a precedent was estab-
lished when the Department of
Education implomented a test
for teacher certification,
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Seniors get the care
they need and the
respect they deserve
at Sunrise
Assisted Living.

g can make a wonderful
difference in the quality of life for seniors
who need assistance with daily living.
You'll find round-the-clock caregiving tailored to
individual needs and preferences,
life-enriching activities, licensed nursing staff, and a
delicious selection of three meals a day and snacks.
In a separate area, Sunrise features Reminiscence,
an innovative program of care for residents
with memory impairment.
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/ ' A home-like quality card-atternatfve for seniors meuual
m-uums(un(u Nm;hlnnhnml {1 thuse with memory impairment,
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“If thie isauc affocta our nor-
mel procedures, we couldn't keep
our school what it is,” said Kiyo
Maorse.

The lack of dotail makes jt dlf-
ficult to comment, said Tom
Chrznnownkx hend nr tlm Fo.rm

1y said. “It will strengthen pubhr.
confidence in toachers, The othew:
6 percont might want to seek’
employment elsewhero.”

Richard Helscy, executive
director of the Assbciation ofe
Independent Michigan Schoola,
is concerned that testing will
allow tho state to control hiring
practices at privato achools. His~
Interlochon-based organization
reprosents 28 private achools,”
including Country Day, Cran-
brook, Steppingstone and thu'
International School.

*If the stato wants to coutrﬂi
teacher hiring, I'd be surprised if™
very many of our schools parﬁu-
pated in the voucher program,”_
Hnlucy mid -

dent of Farm<

ngton Ei
tha local teacher’s union.

“The devil is in tho details,” he
said. *We don’t know what this
test looks like, who will monitor
it, who will create it or score it.
We also don't know what hap-
pena if you fail it.

“The fact is that if teacher
testing bocomes a reality that
moans vouchers are a reality
and that's something we're not
looking forward to.”

Mclely said teacher testing
isn't cynical townrd l.cnchnrn, a8

L It's to

lngwn puhln: schools is loss con-
cerned about the wpic.

“Frankly, this isn't a very big
part of this proposal,” Bob Max-
fiold said. “It’s almost as if
toacher testing was an
afterthought. I cnn’t believe that
anyono would vote for or againat
this just because of the teacher
testing {saue.”

Meanwhile, teachors routinely
attend workshops and seminars
throughout the year to hone
their ekills and stay abreast of
1 tronds. From Mons*

Faxon beli
their tenure nyuu.-m
Teachers, after working four
years in the samo school district,
achieve tenure status. Tenure
benefits include certain safo-
guards against dismissal,
“Ninety-five percent of teach-
ers will do wonderfully,” McNeil.

day through Wednesday, Farm-
ington elementary schoo) teach-
ers will participate in “Colebrat-
ing the Journoy,” o stafl develop-
ment seminar at the Civic The-
atre and Farmington Training
Center,
(See related story above.)
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