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Neighbors should turn in culprits

Brary ProTo ¥Y Rit2, Dazstxn.
Hurt. Above are two of the remainin, r orphaned baby raccoons that were

ly ¢alled the Observer - aro

bludgeonmg of seven mother raccoons
end their babies in Farmington Hills
is deapicable.” -

But Department of Natural Resources
officials, who are investigating, say at this
point tho case ia still based on hearsay —
evon though the babies who survived the
attack are recuperating at the home of
wildlife rehabilitator Denise Nnmehmnn in
Livonia.

According to the hearsay, a couple of
Farmington Hills men grew tired of the
furry, masked intruders wandering into
their yards,

The story says the mon went so far as to
set live traps to capture the mothera,
Instead of releasing them and their off-
spring into any number of arcas set aside
for such efforts, the men - or should we aay
cowards — then shot the animals, Appar-
ently the men figured they could more
adeptly find the orphaned babies if they let
them starve in the noarby woods without
their lactating mothers for a fow days. The
babies would come out of hiding and it
would be easier to beat them to death. The
men were right.

" The baby raccoons that survived and
-remain with the rehabilitator are proof

awaro of this incident. It was ona of tho
neighbors who took the surviving babies to
a wildlife rehabilitator to save their lives.

Unless neighbors stop forward, theso
men will go unpunished. They will honest.’
ly believe they can get away with it and do
it again, and again, With any luck, no one’s
child or pet will be in firing range next
time,

Many people bought homes i in Furmmg-
ton Hills because of longtime efforts to
maintain somewhat of a natural environ-
ment in the community. Trees that in
many communities would have long been
cut down remain atanding here because it
ia what the public wanted,

Yot many of these residents who came
here for the woods and streame and L gener-
al flora and fauna — that will und
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LETTERS

Opinions are to be shared: We welcome your ideas, that's why we offer this space for your
opinions. We will help by editing for clarity. To assure authenticity we ask that you provide a
contact telephone number and if mailing or faxing a letter, please sign it. Letters can be mailed
to: Joanne Mcxl:szewakt, 33411 Grand chr Farmington, MI 48335, faxed to Joanne at (734}
469-2700 or iled to jmali ki@ net

Responsible support

A: you know, I have for many years been
oncerned about the state's failure to meet
its obligation to ndequately fund special edu-

4

curriculum; those aspccts only contributo only
to the setting of the novel.

‘We can learn from all novels, no matter
what they contain, whether it is not to do
what the charncturs do, or if we should follow
their

In addition, ono parent moat cortainly
should not be able to make decisions for every
student in the district. He definitely has the
right to make decisions for his own children,
but as for the rest of us students, it is not his
choice what we read. That should be left up to
our own parents,

to the Michigan Constitution, AsIeaidin a
recent guest editorial, the members of the cur-
rent legislature did not create this situation,
Howevor, they do have the opportunity to
resolve the problem.

T am pleased to report that earlier this
week, Rep, Andrew Raczkowski and other

draw wildlife — are the same ones who balk
at the idea that animals might cross their
yards on their way to better pastures, Or
heaven forbid, some of these animals dur-
ing the spring might ust their yards to give
birth and raise their young without dan-
ger.

‘When we hear of this type of needless
wildlife tragedy, we are at firat shocked
and repulsed. Then we remember we are in

A that hing nasty h d
: We must remind these men, brave
hunters that they are, that it is illegal to ,
use a firearm in the city of Farmington
Hills. Should we also mention tho basic
notion of kindness and caring for other
creaturea?

Clearly, neighbors ~ some who have

“
k

burbia, That's where a Jot of peoplo want
the appearance of beauty and serenity, but
none of the responsibility.

‘We urge neighbors who know of this
attack on wildlife to step forward. Fear of
retribution from these men armed with
guns is understandable. But consider the
type of neighbors you are protecting.

= No Tox or Duty ahall be laid on Articles export-

or R to the

Wlthdraw support for wine bill

Senate, not only blocks sales to minors but
funnels purchases of out of state wines

‘g frvm any Stau Ng Preference nhnll be given

«Pam of one State over those of another: nor shall
;i Veasels bound to, or from, one State, be obliged to
“'enter, clear, or pay Duties in aaotshe;

h h the state’s current “three-tier™ system
of wholesalers and retailers. In doing so, it
gives preference to the largest producers, the
onea whfch n.mko cnog%h pm{qct to km.:;"

n

"Ever notice that when lawmakers conspire

to take away one of your constitutional
rights, Lbay always have some really
- neble cause in mind?

dod

Tho bill was amended by Sen. Bill Scl

L ol’ the Onldnnd County represunm- Emily Morris |-
tive d t d up to their Farmington
ity in suppartlng an nmcndmnm proposed by .

Rep. Pam Godchaux from Bi
Specifically, the nmondmcnt mukea it possi-
blo for n House-S H'gh caliber

to consider proposnlu whlch would go a long . Juned, I o

wuy:a rssalvmg‘ t‘hu cnr;{;numg apecml cducu- Oa tea nt the Governor Warner Mansion

:;:'Su:ar;'uffn this and n:lu}:ed (the Farmi Historical Museum) on

should be Grand River, put on to benefit the mansion by

Hopefully, wo expect that the Oakland ;,h“ Q;"‘k"%w" “i‘“ﬂw" ;{i :-Ih" Questers of

County representatives and senators will con- “,’l",hn “g‘o nm: "3“’;‘ le T

tinue to strive, once and for all, to resclve’ e tea was oxtremely we :ﬂﬁ. e .

these important issues involving the state's “servers” were young women and men, most or

e - all of whom were students ot Farmington
it o adequately fund all eduea~ | High School. This was a labar of lovo for them,
C. Robert Maxfiold

dono for “community service,” not for pay.
Superintendent

1 f

“jobe,” and added bright, smiling faces to the
pleasant occasion. With young people of this
caliber, we need have no concorn for the
future.

Not his decjsh)n Beatrice F. Keehor
n response to soveral articles the Farming.
ton Observer has printed about a certain

parent’s ideas of how the school system should

be run, I would just like to say, as n student of

Farmington High School, I am appalled.

This person thinks no books should be rec-

Prom'’s a winner

Thunk you and your photographer for that
very fine picture ho took of us at tha senior

(R-Midland) Jast weck to allow for personal
importatian of those wines for personal use,
but in order ta do that, consumers will have to
trave! out of state to make the purchascs.

:; 8o it'is with House Bill 4752. Ity i
“ta crack down on the salo of alcohol over the
Internet to youngsters. A noble cause indeed,
Unfortunately, it will also have the effect of
. making it difficult, if not impossible, for Michi.
-'gan consumers to get access to moro than a
+ thousand small wineries across the country.

Z These aren't foreign wines, Thoy aren't
*.being imported from exotic locales, They’re
U.8. wines,

Not your issuo? You don’t drink fine wines
. from out of state? So you don't care?
OK. But when lawmakers find some noblo
* causa for restricting access to a product you do
iuse from out of state — electronics, Jumber,
ing, movies, furni-
;um etc. — pexhapsyuuwﬂl realizo it started '
o0,
:  HB 4752, sponsored by Rep, Nancy Cassia -
(B-Nwl) and approved‘last week by tho stata

: Ao editorial urging donors to check out chari-

ﬁu and thoir sponding records bofore tuming
.over their money incorrectly referrod to the
Mlh-A Wish Foundation of Michigan aa spend.’
ing most of ita income ooliciting donationa. Actu-~

S ————
CLARIFICATION

It's d to bo an imp! t, but it's
not, Imagino if you had to fly to various atates
to buy each product you wanted — electronics,
lumber, clothing — in order to ship it or carry
it home,

Bimply put, the effect of the bill, however
noblo the cause of restricting sales to minors,
isan nmmpt by wholcsulem to retuin thuir

n N over the d. of
alcoholic beverages hore, And the state is
happy to do it in order to insure tho collection
of taxes on thoso sales,

The bill goes back beforo’ tho House June 20
for a concurrence vote.

‘Wo urgo the proponenta of this bill w recon-
sider whether thoy nnlly want to violato the

by on trade,

" Andwe would urgo otlmm in the Houso of
Represontatives to withdraw their support for
this flewed legislation.

olly, n 1998 income tax form shows tho arganiza.
tion spent about 76 percont of its incomo on pro-
gram servicas, which moans granting wishes,

Wo rogret any incanveuiunco caulud by the ~

error. - 1.

d to stud if they contain profani-
ty or sexual themes. Does this man think we
should stop reading Of Mice and Men, or the
amazingly well-written book To Kill a Mock-
ingbird?

After all, Of Mice and Men contains exces-
sive profanity, and ona of To Kill a Mocking-
bird’s main characters is being accused of
rape, and the book contains incest, Of course
these books should not be excluded from the

prom, which we enjoy every year,

It may have the effect of gotting some more
senijors involved in the many interesting activ.
ities our community offers.

Milton Rosc
Farmington Hills
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 OUR MissioN: we publish ity ipapers, we think about community journalism -
‘ina fundamcn tally dlﬂ‘zmﬂ way than our blgger compemion They consider themselves to be -
indep_endenl from the n{ar!u and communitics they cover, swooping in to write the unusual or
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They all wore delightful, did very well at their '
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