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POINTS OF VIEW

Lansing: Where you can’t ‘really admit what’s going on’

ucky legislators from the tej.
county area wore shuflled off to
o Big Mac recently to hob-nob
wlth the cnptalu of lndustry at tho
apnual Detroit Reglonal Chamber of

. hoped to have telecommunication

deregulation well on its way to fina}
approval and prayed for similar
action on re-rogulating the statc’s

Commerce gig. It was a huge frecbie
viith the anointed Yogislators bedding
down at the Grand Hotel in roturn for
Matening to tho pro-busincss agendn
stuff promoted by busincss types,

: Most consider it a fatr trade and
included on the "A” guesat list from
Qaklnnd County were Rops. Andraw
*Don't Call Me Rocky” Raczkoweki,
Nancy Cazsis, Robert Goaselin and
Pan Godchaux and Sens. Gary Petors
and Willls “Please Can I Be Drain
Commisaionor” Bullard,

: Gov. John Engler last year pulled
off a woll-timed goody for all the
attendees as lawmakers voted within
hpurs of gotting on the boat for Mack-
idac Isjand to phase out the state’s
unpopular single business tax. OK, it

: will take 22 yoars for it to expire, but

whut. tho hoy. It was a fancy dish to
|9t before the corporate kings.

¢ The governor sought to repeat his-
tory with another historic vote en the
eye of this year's conclave. Mr., Engler

i

eloctric utility industry.
And Democrats, bellove it or not, are

ing yes in the 25-
L 12 tally to send
COLUMNIST tho monaure
D - along to the

House for more
debate,

Domocratas hope Ropublicans will
reject those notiona. Then in the
Houae races this fall you can look for
some TV ada that any somothing lke,
“Republicans Kill Rato Relief for
Seniors,” or somo theme and varia-
tion,

Romember Democrats deaperately
want to regain control of the House
and even if tho ads are mialeading

- and frresponaible all is fair in love

und ro-eleetlnn campaigns,
li will be forced to

helping him with his wish, But Did the
boware of Domocratic holp in sheop's Democrats just
clothing. give up? Nope.
Several weeka ago, Senate Democ- ‘Thoy had a hid-
rats wore balking at the governor's ) % den agendo,
plan, which included a nifty olectd i None of the
year 5 percent rollback in monthly . tic load-
cletri billfor Detolt Edison and [T Skumick | oo
s Energy Sinco “this on the

lho governor wanted a bi-partisan
vote on the plan, ho was willing to Jia.
ten to the Dema for a change, Can you
sny Monte Hall let's make a deal?

Well, the Damocrata talked about
clecting the current Engler-nppointed
Public Servico Commission which
oversces the utility industry. That
never got to first base. Actually it
nover got out of the dugout.

Then tho Dema huffed and puffed
about hiking the roliback to 10 per-

cent.
That failed, too. In the end, howev-
or, thore were cnough Domocrata vot-

rocord, but thoy were oager to send
the hot potato over to the House to
make somo olection yoar hay for
Democrats who are running for re-
olection, Senators aro not up for
another two years so Democrats deliv-
ered no haymakers in that body.
Hero's the drill: House Democrata
will offor ol sorts of self-sorving
amondmenta to tho bill hoping to
force the Republicans to vote no. The
liat of far-fetched ideas might include
cxempting all senior citizena from any
olectric bills or reducing bills for the
truly needy ... whomover they are.

explain to the uninformed electorato
that the Democrats were only plnylng

.town, what you see is not what is
goiag on. The Democrats didn't want,

to give overwholming support to the *
govornors plans, but they wanted to:
move it along nonotheless with hopos
of whacking Mr, Engler and Co, in tho
fall Houso elections,

Confronted with his strategy on
camera one Senate Domocratic leadey
fogged an arswer that talked all
nrounrl Lhu point of trylng to gaina '

politics and it was groasly i
ble to cut rates too far. After all that
would damage tho bottom line of the
utilitiea and who wants to do that?
Clortuinly not the GOP pro-utility gag-
gle.

Democrats would love the GOP to
stick up for their pala at Edison and
Consumers Encrgy. TV commercials
on that would follow, Anyway, you get
the picture,

So the bi-partisan Scnate vote had,
nothing or very little to do with the
meorits of the electric re-regulation
atufl. As s so often the case in our

1 tage on this issus,
Then with the camera safely turned |
off, there came o huge smile and the !
truo confession, “Sometimes ynu cnn'l
really admit what's going on.” .
How true, how true, Welcome to
Lansing. B

Tim Skubick is the Lanaing bureots
chief for WW.J-950 radio, as well az .
producer and anchor of the political '
affairs show, “Off the Record,” seen on
PBS. He will write a monthly calunu:
for the Observer Newspapera,

Feellngs expressed

uat recently I found out about the
editorial you wrote on April 20 aay-
iqg that “Honoring Vietnam vets is -
right to do - RECOGNITION.”
H Iwnnt to lhnnk you for stating the
¢ the

over luwing o trlbuw to the Furming-
ton mon Yost in the Vietnam War
included in thia year's parado in such
a beautiful way, You oxpressed my
fenlin g8 exc.ctly.

: Originally I wanted to make a plea
fqr the surviving Farmington Vietnam
vbterans, many of whom knew my
s6n, to come out and take part In the
phuds in honer of Kenny and to lot'
\u honor them. Also, this is a special
yeu- for us because Ken would have
becnﬁo years old and he was killed
39 years ago. When we were not going
{0 be aliowed to cven make any men-
tion of him, it was very disheartening.

+ Thank heaven for the intorvention
of the Oaklrnd County Vietnam Vet-
emm and the ngreoment to let us
have a wreath placed ot the ceremony
after the parade. I also really appreci-
ate your saying that next year Viet-

nam veterans should bo glv'en much

more attention. I still hope that these

ovents will stie pntrlomm nnd mapcct
he

for Ken and tho buddi

with, and who later served as his pall
boarera, I don't see how anyone can
continue to ignore the sacrifice ho
made for them ond all of us by trying
to forget that the Viet.nnm War ever
happened.,

It is very satisfying, though, to sce
the start of a recognition procesas in
Ken's hometown, and also to find
organizations such as tho Oakland
County Viotnam Veterans and other
nearby American Legions who would
havo welcomed & chance to honora
fallen comrade and a Gold Star Moth-
or. - X h

Thanks again for your editorial and
alzo for all the coverage Tim Smith
has given us, The articles have been
very well done — accurate and in-
depth. The additional interviews with
other concorned parties have been
cxcollent, too, . .

Helen W. Robertson
Commerce Township
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What to do?
recently learned thet the citics of
Farmington and Farmi Hills
have passed ordi limiting the

Composure maintalned

used to be a Democrat. Thoy used to
appeal for toleranco. Now they aro
intol Laura Baird (D-Okemos),

aize of trash cane and yard waste dis-
posal cansa or bags to no more than 30-
32 gallona or 80 pounds, Supposedly
this will help Wasto Management Inc.
reduco workers compensation claims
for bnck mlntcd injurics.

1 d similar
are already in place or proposed in
numerous othor communities,

Without a doubt it ia an inconve.
nience to replace current trash cans.
However, my coneem ln a bigger prob-
lem.

Tho cities have not provided any
suggostions regarding what to do with
our current, unusable trash cans.
Since it has no other use, how do you
throw away a used trash can?

B. Galvin
Farmington

14

in n childish display of disrespect, typ-
ifies the New Democrat by “giving the
finger” to atate House Majority
Leader Andrew Raczkowski, R-Farm-
ington Hills, wh!le in the Huuso nf
Repr during a legisl
sesalon.

This kind of juvenile emotional
reaction is what really makes the
“New D " When thoy di
with someons, thoy will diatract,
shout them down, or do something
which in effect aays, *I am intolerant
of your beliefs and 1 do not respect
your right to express them.”

‘As the Democrats adjust to being in
the minority perhaps they should
loarn some propoer manners. Giving
people “the finger” is no way to
impress them with your lcglolntivu

»

face of the children on the other lldl!
of the aisle,

David M. Hmlmocht
Farmington um-

On wrong track

Thn Million Mom March has gotten
vast medin coverago despite the
fact that they are often hysterical,
illogical, and their goals are unconnu-
tutional.

It has been proven that states thni
allow concealed gun permita have .
lowor erime, The kuyu to lowerlng gun

are
who use gunn to comemit thelr cr!meo
and educuung 'children in the safe uﬁe
of guna.

Lori Joluuan
Holland, Mich.

skills. Kudoa to Andrew R

for maintaining his composure in the
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» 9.95% lifetime rate cap
» Lower monthly peyments
» No costly mortgage insurance,
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With First Federal’s SmartARM, buyers can afford more house
with less money right away:

» Same great rate up to $650,000
» Supar Jumbos available
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