The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, JUNE 15, 2000

Wadowsln s big day
key to CC victories

BY PAUL BRAUDRY
BTAYY WaITIR

ot

n BASEBALL

Mike Wadowski sat down in
the dugout, wiped the aweat off
his shaved head, stopped putting
his equipment in his bag, sighed,
then tried to aum up the kind of
day he and his-Catholic Contral
baseball tenm had on Saturday.

The condensed version wans a

pretty one.

Tho Shamrocks, defending
champions in Division 1, rallied
past No. 7T-ranked Scuthgate
Anderwn in the opener, 3-2,

then disposed of Gnrd-n City in
the regional final, 144,

“To tell you the truth, %e had
the same mindset for both
gomes,” Wadowski said. “We
know
what we had to do, I just tried to
smooth out my swing and short-
en up my atroke.”

It paid off for Wadowski, who
was 2.for-3 against Southgate,
with a homer in the second
inning to tio the score and a sin-
gle In the sixth to take the load,

Aguinst Garden City, Wadows-
ki was 8-for-4 with four RBI, a
two-run homer, two runs score
and eame on in reliof to pitch 2%
innings of one-hit ball.

“Wadowsk{ had a great day,”
CC coach John Salter said, “Hia
homaer in tho first game allowed
us to tie, and his homer in the
socond game gave us a comfort-
able margin. And he camo in and

closed to give us snothor arm
with playoff experience,”

It was a tough way for the
Cougars (23-5) to ond their sea-
aon.

“Weo hadn't won a dmnct in 16
years and had never becn to a
regional final,” coach Steve Her-
man safd. “You learn by inches,
Last year, wo went to tho district
final; thia year, we went to the
regional final. You havo to take
things atep-by-step.”

After Wodowski's RBI single
scored Dave Tovey in the aecond
inning of the championship
game, CC went to town in the
third inning, sending 12 batters
to the plate in an eight-run, five
hit frame.

Starting pitcher Robbie Hud.
son (6-4), who got the win in
relief of Justin Ockerman in the
first game, took tho loss in the
second gamo — giving up five
runa on five hits, with three
walks and two strikeouts. Ryan
Krol came on in rolief and didn't
fair much better, giving up six
runs on four hits and three
walks in 1% innings.

“We gave them too many
opportunities to score, and they
took advantage of them,” said
Herman. *I thought when wo
pulled to within five runs, we
could have had a chance. Then

Shamrocks oo

Play at plato:
C’s Ryan
Rogowski ia
safe at home
plate despite

an attempt
by Garden
City catcher
Ryan Krol to
putatagon
him. The
Shamrocks
rolledtoa
14-4 victory
over the
Cougars in
the regional.

when they got it back to eight
runs, it took the wind out of our
saila” .

The Cougara did fight back in
the fourth with four runs, keyed
by a two-run homer by deaignnl«
«ed hitter Brent Pelz to chase CC
starter Kovin Entaminger. But
CC came right back in the bot.
tom of tho inning, manufactur-
ing threc moro runs on juat two
hits and an error,

“The biggest thing waa that we
made sure we swung at strikes,”
Salter said. “I thought il wo were
disciplined at the plate, we
would have a good chance.”

In all, the Shamrocks banged
out 12 hits. John Hill was 2-for-3

with a pair of doublea and three
RBI, Brian Williama waa 3-for-5
with an RBI and a run scored,
Ryan Rogowski waa 2-for4 with
two runa scored, Davé Tovoy was
0-1, but walked three times, was
hit,by a pitch and scored three
runs, Adam Kline wea 2-for-3
with an RBI and two runs acored
and Matt Loridas and Charlie
Haeger had and RBIL

€C 3, SOUTHOATE 2; Pliching kept
Southgoto off strida, sven though the
Titana {24-8) took & 21 lead In the top
of the slxth inning.

Southgota look & 2-1 fead in the top -

of the alxth when Bobby Garza scojed
0 0 throwing sror. After Joo Golna dou-
bled to put runners ot second and third

with none out, Satter putied Klino and
roplaced him with Heager, who sot
dowm the slde — siriking out two.

Then, CC camo back sireng In tho
Dottom of tho Inning as Hooger led off
with a walk, stole sacond, went to third
on a ground out by Kline and |comd
whon Wadowskl singled,

Wadowskl want to second on 8 wild .

pitch by Ross Winlsmko {11-1) and was
lined for plnch runner Mike Grels. Tovey
singled to left, scoring Grels with the
winning qun.

Southgste opened the scoring when
Tommy Gorza, who was hit by a pitch,
scafed on a passad ball. Wadowski
evened the score when ho ook » 1-0
pitch aver the fence In rightcenter fiald.

Winlemko took the loss, desplte giv-
(ng up Just four hits, one walk, two hit
battars and 10 strikeouts.

pitch, Designated hittor Aaron
Rowe, who was a 48th-round
pick of the Milwaukee Brewera

last week’s amateur draft, hit
a rocket to straightaway center

Williams went back to the
fence, put a hand up on the fence
to brace himeelf, leaped and
turned what would have been
the tying run into just another

out,

“If that had gone out, it would
have boen 8-3 and anything
eould have happened,” sald
Willlama. I went back, felt the
fence nnd-snt it. I was kind of

5

8o waa Novi.

“That was tho turning point of
the game,” agreed Novi coach

Rich Green. “At that point, we'd
started to rally o little bit, But
that was the breaking point.”

If there was any doubt, it was
orased in the top of tho fourth,
Phil Marrone led off with a sin.
gle, Williams grounded to third
but was safe when second base-
man Matt Gorman dropped the
high throw and Ryan Rogowski

‘singled to chase starter andnn

Watson (4-3). Josh Sabol carue in
and gave up an RBI single to
John Hill, a saczifice fly RBI to
Haeger and got Dave Tovey to
fly out.

Rowe, who earned the win
against Pinckney on Saturday
and is the ace of Novi's staff,
came into pitch against Mike
Wadowski. Rowe's first pitch

was a ball. The second was a
three-run homor — Wadowski'a
third home run in as many
games — that gave CC an 8-1'
lead.

*That helped us s lot, and
Brian came up big all day as
well,” said Haeger, who was
counted on at the beginning of
the year to be the ace of the ataff
before shoulder problems kept
him off the mound, for tho most
part, until Snturdny'l rogional
aganinst Southgate.

*“Brinn's catch was crucial. T
didn’t think (Rowe) hit it well,
but it carried far. Then Mike
slammed his homer,”

I: his six innings, Haeger gave
up Cervi's homer as the only hit,
while walking just one, hitting

ene batter and striking out four,
Kevin Entsminger pitched the
last inning, recording ono strike

out.

CC took a 2-0 lend in the sec.
ond inning, after loading the
bases in the first. Marrono ein-
gled, then scared on a Willlams
single and a Novi error that put
Williams ot second. Rogownki
doubled to score Williams. It was
3-0 in the third as Wadowski
was hit by a pitch and scored on
a double by Adam Kline.

The Shamrocks added two
more in the sixth as Wadowski's
aingle scored courtesy runner
Anthony Coratti and Entsminger
scored on a ground out by Kline,
CC grahbed two more in the sev-
enth as Andy Smith, Sean
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Mahoney and Hill all walked,

with Smith scoring on e wild
pitch and Mahoney scoring on a

snml'ce fly by Entsminger.

“We had a lot of things go our
way,” Salter said. “If Brian had-
n't cought the homer, they would
have tied it and it would have
pumped them up. Then we got
momentum back with five runa,
(Novi) hit balla hard, but we
caught them and oura fell in.
Sometimes it happens that way.”

about the past; not the future

. a't stand prosperuy inal’
“: Divislon 111 regional gasmo: !
. Saturday at Lake Fenton.:

thq Tourth inning, states
tranked Madisan Holghts .
"Madison” capltu‘liu on' -
“threa errorg io the bottém' -
“half of the' inning resulting: "
Jin five ruu and uvnutually
an 84 victa

- Madison wcnt on to w(n .
" the' chnmplonsb!p aanlrut

ﬂnal with an 8.3 mumph
., ovor the Bluo Devila,

7 *Wo woro right there .

* reddy to win and then'we |
‘couldn’t catch the cosy.. |’
ball,” said Claroncavitlo 2| -
‘coach - Stove Qontilia, .
whoss team bowed out 7214
overall, “It was a aituation * .'
" where wo wore in-a big 71
gamo and we. got n'little:
_nerveus, Wo could have®
gnttcn out of the inning.
‘We  had' two-outs and

. missed a- pop-a jn luul

tory.”

terril "
Clnrencuvﬂlm stnrtar '
. Kovin -Silye yielded eight .
walks and sovon hits in five 7] .
innings before giving woy - a4~
- to rellaver Joa Koqugh. ' -
*. Down 8-0,after throe ] .
.innings, Clarenceville got "t
‘“back in it op @ 420-f

nnd ap nm wnlk t
Gunen-u with'the
 loaded. B
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