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New funeral home will
serve Jewish families

BY JoNt HUBRED
BTAFY WamR
Jhubred8oehomecomm.net

For years, peaplo who kifow
funoral director Alan Dorfman
asked him, “Why don't you opon
your own place?”

Then employed by Hebrow
Memorial Chapel, Dorfman
finally sct out on his own, open-
ing a small busincss in Berkley.
Since 1888, he and his son,
Jonathan, have been offering the
Jewish community an altorna-
tive to tho larger Hebrow Memo-
rial and Ira Kaufmean chopela.

On Sunday, they took the his-
toric stop of breaking ground for
the first Jawish funeral chapel to
be built in the past 60 years in
the Dotroit aren. Located on 12
Mile in Farmington Hills, the
13,000-square-foot Dorfman
Funoral Chapel will be more
than 13 times the aize of their
Berkley building.

“All we do now is graveside
services,” Alan said. *Wo use the
facilities on the cometery
grounds for the service and then
proceed to the grave. Now, fami-
lies will have the opportunity to
hold the service right in the new
place, and then we'll either pro-
ceed to the comatery or meet
there, which is safer.”

With its canopled front
entranco and enclosed, outdoor
garden, the building will be con-
structed of limostone, granite
and brick. The three-acre sito

B The Dorfmans chose
Farmington Hills
because demographlic
studies showed the
community Is roughty
the center of a Jowish
population iiving In an
area from Troy to
Walled Lake.

ber completion date. Thoy're
looking forward to expanding on
more than a decade of providing
services to the community dur-
ing times of greatest need.

The tradition began with Alan,
whose family had been in the
pharmeacy business. His fathor
oporated a store at Joy and
Quincy roads. Alan would sit at
the lunch counter with workers
from tho Ira Kaufman Chapel
and listen to them talk about
their work.

He found the field fascinating
and decided, to make it his lif's
work. Alan served an apprentice-
ship with William R. Hamilton
Co., then began what would
becomo a 27-year carcer with
Hebrew Memorial, :

"I enjoyed working there, but
there's nothing like boing your
own boss,” he said.

Jonathan cama into his

posed some chall 3
anid, but has good acceas to
pajor roadways.

e Dorfmana chose Farming-
ton Hills because demographic
studjes showed the community is
roughly the center of a Jewish
population living in an area from
Troy to Walled Lake.

“It’'s n perfect location,”
Jonathan said, “but it's a terrible
site. The underground utilities
are unbelievable, We have to
take our sanitary sewer pipes 20
feet deep, stretching 60-some
feet.”

That and recent wet weather
have made the Dorfmans n little
nervous about the planned Octo-

father's busi from
school, at Michigan State Uni-
versity. . .

“He was at the point of open-
ing this place, and he asked me
if I wanted to come in and build
this  business togother,”
Jonathan recalled.

After talking with people
already in the profession, he
changed Bis mind about medical
achool add has been working
with his father ever since. He
has particularly enjoyed the
opportunity to see the business
grow, through work they've done
as o team.

Particularly in recent years,
the businesa of providing funeral

and burial services hoa taken an
upward curve, as the “baby
boom” generation nges. Poople
born ahortly after World War 11
ended are now growing older and
facing the end of tholr lives.

“That’s why huge companies
are paying lorge sums of money
for funeral homes,” Jonathan
said, "A lot of the ‘mom and pap'
funeral homea are being bought
out.”

He doesn't sse that happening
with the Dorfman Chapel.

“I think there's n down aide,”
he explained. “You lose the per-
sonal service, When you own
your own business, there's a real
pride ip helping the family
through it. We've always thought
of it a8, how would we like to bo
treated when we're going
through this?*

In addition to being a licensed
funeral director, Jonathan holds
a master's degreo in psychology.
He pursued the advanced degreo
after talking with n professor
who apecialized in the psycholo-

of grief.

While he initinlly worked with
the Maximum Living center to
provide aftercare for people who
had lost loved ones, Jonathan
had to atop because it took so
much time away from his family.

. He hopes the new chapel will

create opportunitiea to return to
providing that kind of support.

Hills City Council member
Jerry Ellis, who hna known the
family since Jonathan was a
young boy, spoke at Sunday's
groundbreaking ceremony of his
pleasure at having the family
located in his community.

As ha listoned to Jonathan
make the first presentation for n
re-zoning request on the proper-
ty last year, Ellis recalls think.
ing back to the days when the
applicant was in middle school.
He remembered carpooling to
take Jonathan to Sunday School.

“I got a real kick out of it," he
said. “Here he was a very nice
young man, in business with his
father. It's a nice project, and
they did n nice job with it. T took
a tot of pleasure in that.”
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New to town: Alan Dorfman (left) and his son, Jonathan, plan to build a new
Hills. It would bring to a total of three funeral homes
in Oakland County that serve the Jewish community.

funeral home in Farmington

Looking pretty

Mansion gets ready for change

W Renovation costs wlll range from

BY TRACEY BIRKENHAVER
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$220,000 to $300,000. Fundralsing

Goling aldni
Patients who
drive to
Nocella Chi-
ropractic on
Grand River
are inconve-
nienced by '
construction
on nearby
Adams, Grace

put some
lighthearted-
ness into the
situation, Dr.
Brian Nocella -
and staff
members,

such as Holly
Russell (at
right), decid-
ed to decorate ..
the officeina
construction
motif, Nocella
and Russell
are modeling -
the shirts .
they had :

designed to
show their
logoand a
bulldozer.
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Construction ahead

Chiropractor’s office gets into
spirit of summer road work

BY Ti™ SMrmi
BTA¥P WRITER
tamithGoe.homecomm.net

If road construction workers
are going to be teering it up
around their Farmington
office, employees at Nocella
Chiropractic figured they
might as well tear it up, too.

With city road projects under
way on nearby Adams, Cass
and Grace roads, Dr. Brian
Nocelln and his stafl decided it
was time to have a little fun
with a difficult, inconvenient
situation.

They decorated their office
with a construction motif, such
as yellow caution tape in the
lobby, and also printed up

_ some bright yellow T-shirts

B ‘My patients are
being inconvenienced
by the construction.
So to diffuse It a Iittle
bit, we made shirts
whth our logo and a
bulldozer.’

Dr: Brian Nocella

hiropractor

with - you guessed it = a bull-
dozer squarely on the front.
“My patients are being
inconvenienced by the con-
struction,” explained Nocella.
“So to diffuse it a little bit, we
made shirts with our logo and

a bulldozer.”
‘Those shirts are construction
zone yellow for good measure.

According to Nocella, things
are getting better as the pro-
Jjects progreas. But his office
needed to juggle hours and
appointments to help accom-
modate Friday's overlay of
more than two inches of
asphelt on the roads,

Nocella Chiropractic, at
33708 Grand River, usually is
closed on Thuraday and open
on Friday. He merely switched
days, moving Friday's appoint-
ments over to Thursday, so’
that the office not be open
when the noisy asphalting pro-
ject takes place.

The Governor Warner Mansion is undergoing
some changes. .

On Monday, the Farmington City Council
approved a bid for $5,976 to paint the exterior of
the building on Grand River Avenue, The council
also approved an agreement with Metrobank to
provide credit card payment processing at mansion
activities, such as nuctions, i .

During the Governor Warner Mansion Commit-
tee quarterly update, co-chairs Jim McGlincy and
Ponny Lohto explained to the council that the
group is raising funds to renovate the Carringe
House, located behind the mansion. The Carriage
House is used {or atorage.

Architects gave the committes three options for
interlor cb to imi I1ding use. The

proposals include one- and two-story options, n,

kitchen and expanded rest rooms,

feorms o .

will start Saturday, Aug. 12, with The
Governor's Ball, a dinner, dance and
auction on the mansion grounds.

Lehto aaid these changes will provide much-
needed additional spnce at the facility.

“Who ever would have thought one of our prob-
lems would be crowd control?” she jokingly nsked
the council.

Renovation costs will range from $220,000 to
$300,000. Fund-raising will start S dny, Aug.
12, with The Governor's Ball, a dinner, dance and
aucticn on the mansion grounds.
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Tora store near you visit www.dressbarn.com or cal! 800-639-6064
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